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The  Body  Politic's 

highlights  of  what's 

happening  in  June 


TORONTO 


•  Forward  Together.  Toronto's  cele- 
bration of  the  1 7th  anniversary  of  the  Stonewall 
riots  begins  June  28  with  a  dance  sponsored  by 
the  Gay  Community  Dance  Committee  at  the 
Concert  Hall,  888  Yonge  St,  9pm-5am.  Tickets 
are  $7.50  advance/$8.50  at  the  door/$5  after 
1:30am.  The  DJs  are  Paul  Grace  upstairs  and 
Deb  Parent  and  Nona  Laney  downstairs.  You 
can  get  tickets  from  any  member  group  of  the 


•  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  '86. 

Pride  Day  itself  begins  at  I  pm,  June  29,  in  Caw- 
thra  Square  Park  (just  beside  the  5 1 9  Church  St 
Community  Centre.  Take  the  subway  to  Wel- 
lesley  station,  walk  one  block  east  and  one 
north.)  In  addition  to  the  usual  assortment  of 
tables  sponsored  by  community  groups  featur- 
ing everything  from  condoms  to  sandwiches  to 
t-shirts,  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Com- 
mittee has  lined  up  a  great  selection  of  enter- 
tainers: David  Sereda  and  his  band,  Bratty  and 
the  Babysitters,  Ariene  Mantle  and  her  band, 
The  Clichettes,  Rick  Robertson,  Oasis,  David 
Ramsden  and  Correct  Line  and  Buddies  in  Bad 
Times  theatre.  The  performances  are  signed  for 
the  hearing  impaired  and  child  care  will  be  provi- 
ded.  Around  3  pm ,  we'  II  take  the  celebration  to 
the  streets  with  our  annual  parade  up  Yonge  St. 
Feel  free  to  bring  noisemakers,  banners  and  bal- 
loons. Church  St  will  be  closed  off  for  a  street 
dance  and  the  day  will  close  with  an  auction  with 
lots  of  great  prizes. 

•  Cultural  Practices:  Politics, 
Pleasures,  Pedagogies.  June  20-23  at 
OISE,  252  Bloor  St  W.  A  gathering  of  groups 
and  individuals  involved  in  a  wide  range  of  cul- 
tural activities  and  explorations.  Presentations 
will  cover  a  wide  variety  of  topics;  many  are  de- 
voted to  sexual  politics  in  its  various  forms.  For 


further  information,  contact  the  Cultural  Prac- 
tices Working  Group,  32  Mountview  Ave,  Tor- 
onto ON,  M6P  2L3. 

•  Lambda  Art  Show.  A  show  and  sale 
of  work  by  32  lesbian  and  gay  artists  with  pro- 
ceeds going  to  the  Gay  Community  Appeal. 
June  I ,  l2-7pm  at  the  Selby  Hotel,  592  Sher- 
boume  St. 

•  The  Victorians.  A  four-part  radio  ser- 
ies by  Marilyn  Powell  on  Ideas,  CBC  Radio  740, 
9:05pm,  May  20,  27,  June  3,  10.  The  series  is 
subtitled  "The  Birth  of  Desire  and  the  Death  of 
Innocence."  It  concentrates  on  social  history 
and  the  influence  the  ideas  of  the  nineteenth 
century  continues  to  wield  today.  The  Victor- 
ian's idea  of  empire,  their  obsession  with  imag- 
es of  pornography,  death  and  violence,  Freudi- 
an thought,  and  Marxist  theories  are  dealt  with 
as  are  capitalism,  materialism,  and  the  bour- 
geois mentality.  May  20:  Sex,  Love  and  Do- 
mesticity or  the  Victorian  Home  Sweet 
Home  and  Brothel.  May  27:  The  Rise  of 
the  Middle-Class  Conscience.  June  3:  a 
look  at  cannibals  and  missionaries  in  Victor- 
ians Abroad:  The  Idea  of  Empire.  June  1 0: 
Murder,  Madness  and  the  Victorian  Way 
of  Death  recreates  Victorian  crimes  such  as 
those  of  Jack  the  Ripper. 

•  Artists  Self-Help  Group.  A  new 

group  sponsored  by  the  Women's  Art  Res- 


ource Centre  for  women  who  are  self-employ- 
ed as  artists  and  who  have  had  at  least  one  year 
of  therapy.  Call  926- 1 099  or  593-0058  for  more 
information. 

•  The  Fat  Woman  Measures  Up. 

Christine  Donald  will  read  from  the  poems  and 
sign  copies  of  the  book,  due  out  from  Ragweed 
Press  June  I .  June  4,  6:30pm  at  the  Toronto 
Women's  Bookstore,  73  Harbord  St.  Admissi- 
on free. 

•  Gays  and  Lesbians  Aging 
Dance.  Sponsored  by  the  group  for  older  gay 
men  and  lesbians  and  their  friends.  June  21, 
8:30pm  at  the  5 1 9  Church  St  Community  Cen- 
tre. Admission  $5  members/ $6  others.  Cash 
bar 

•  Liliana  Cavani  Films.  A  festival  of 
films  by  the  director  of  The  Night  Porter,  in- 
cluding the  North  American  premiere  of  her 
latest  film  The  Berlin  Affair.  May  23,  7pm: 
The  Night  Porter.  Starring  Dirk  Bogarde  and 
Charlotte  Rampling,  this  controversial  film  has 
been  praised  as  a  brilliant  exploration  of  guilt, 
power  and  the  persistence  of  Nazism  and  con- 
demned as  a  pornographic  exploitation  of  the 
Halocaust.  May  23,  9:30pm:  Beyond  Good 
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and  Evil.  Starring  Dominique  Sanda.  This  film 
is  an  exploration  of  the  life  of  Friedrich  Nietz- 
che,  focussing  on  his  menage  a  trois  with  Paul 
Ree  and  Lou  Salome.  May  24, 7pm:  The  Skin 
(La  Pelle).  With  Marcello  Mastroianni,  Burt 
Lancaster  and  Claudia  Cardinale.  The  film  is  a 
nightmarish  vision  of  life  in  Naples  under  the  Al- 
lied Occupation.  May  24, 9:30pm:  The  Berlin 
Affair.  The  wife  of  a  Nazi  diplomat  falls  in  love 
with  a  mysterious  Japanese  woman.  When  the 
diplomat  attempts  to  break  up  the  affair,  he 
himself  becomes  obsessed  with  his  wife's  lover. 
All  screenings  are  at  the  Studio  Theatre,  Har- 
bourfront.  Admission  is  $3.50  per  film. 

•  Toronto  Artists  Against  Apar- 
theid. An  eight-day  festival  of  freedom, 
speaking  out  against  Apartheid  in  South  Africa. 
May  25-June  I  at  various  locations.  May  25: 
Idili ,  a  celebrity  brunch  at  the  Jamaican  Canadi- 
an Building,  1621  Dupont  St,  Ham.  Tickets 
$10. 535-4476.  Arts  Against  Apartheid  Ga- 
la, with  Margaret  Atwood,  Timothy  Findlay, 
RH  Thomson,  John  Neville,  Rudy  Webb  and 
Salome  Bey.  Royal  Alexandra  Theatre,  8pm. 
Tickets  from  BASS.  Films  Out  of  Africa,  at 
the  Art  Gallery  of  Ontario  throughout  the 
week.  Admission  free,  but  donations  accepted. 
Call  977-0414  for  more  information.  May  26: 
Always  and  Forever,  various  dance  troupes 
including  the  Royal  Winnipeg  Ballet,  the  Na- 
tional Ballet  of  Canada  and  the  Dance  Theatre 
of  Harlem.  O'Keefe  Centre,  8pm.  Tickets  at 
BASS.  Poets  Against  Apartheid,  readings  by 
various  poets  including  the  Dub  Poets,  at  the 
Bamboo  Club,  3 12  Queen  St  W,  9pm.  Tickets 
$14  from  BASS.  May  27:  Asinamali,  a  play  by 
the  Market  Theatre  of  Johannesburg.  Toronto 
Workshop  Theatre,  12  Alexander  St,  8pm. 
Runs  until  June  I .  Tickets  $14  from  BASS  or  at 
the  box  office,  925-8640.  Harbourfront 
Reading  Series,  with  Mazizi  Kunene,  Ian 
Adams,  Dionne  Brand  and  Beth  Jankola.  In  the 
Brigantine  Room  at  Harbourfront,  8:30pm. 
Through  June  I .  Admission  free,  but  donations 
are  accepted.  364-7127.  May  28:  Club  Night. 
Performances  at  various  clubs  throughout  the 
city  including  Bamboo,  the  Cameron  House, 
the  Rivoli,  the  Horseshoe,  Club  Bluenote,  the 
Diamond  Club,  the  Copa,  the  El  Mocambo  and 
Mardi  Gras.  Shows  begin  at  9pm.  Tickets  $10. 
Simon  Nkodi  Benefit.  See  listing  below. 
May  29:  The  Blood  Knot.  A  play  by  Athol 
Fuguard,  presented  by  Fountainhead  Theatre 
about  two  half-brothers,  one  of  whom  lives  as  a 
white  man  in  South  Africa  and  the  other  who 
lives  as  a  black  man .  At  the  Alumnae  Theatre ,  70 
Berkeley  St.  363-7278.  May  30:  Bishop  Des- 
mond Tutu  Dinner.  Also  present  will  be 
David  Peterson,  Joe  Clark,  Harry  Belafonte  and 
Stephen  Lewis.  At  the  Metro  Convention  Cen- 
tre, 7pm,  597-8222.  $100  per  plate  or  $1,000 
per  table.  May  31 :  Freedom  Concert.  Host 
Harry  Belafonte  will  be  joined  by  various  Amer- 
ican and  Canadian  stars.  For  details,  call 
591-1 179.  Rally  Against  Apartheid  Bishop 
Desmond  Tutu  will  speak  at  a  rally  at  Queen's 
Park  at  noon.  Parade  begins  at  1 0am  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Simcoe  St  and  University  Ave.  Educa- 
tion and  the  Struggle  Against  Apartheid 
An  address  by  Dame  Nita  Barrow.  Trinity  St 
Paul's  Church,  427  Bloor  St  W,  3pm, 
924-6607,  admission  free.  Two  Dancers:  An 
Evening  of  Indian  Classical  Dance,  with 
Rina  Singha  and  Janak  Khenry.  Hart  House 
Theatre,  8pm,  tickets  $9/ $7.  978-8668.  Bor- 
dering On  Madness  or  Who's  Tory  Now, 
a  performance  by  Second  City.  At  the  Old 


Firehall,  Lombard  St,  8pm  and  llpm. 
863-1111.  Youth  Forum  on  Racism  at 
Convocation  Hall,  I  pm.  For  more  informa- 
tion, call  591-1179.  June  I:  Inter-Church 
Service,  worship  will  be  led  by  Bishop  Tutu.  St 
Paul's  Anglican  Church,  227  Bloor  St  E,  4pm. 
961-81 1 6.  Women  and  Poverty  in  the  80s, 
a  discussion  with  Leah  Tutu  and  others  at  the 
City  Hall  Council  Chambers,  I  pm.  Child  care 
provided,  admission  free.  920-5338.  Tchot- 
chotoza  —  Freedom  Train,  at  the 
Children's  Book  Store,  I  pm.  690-8470.  Afro- 
Heat  —  Sounds  of  the  People,  a  concert  at 
Massey  Hall  featuring  Leroy  Sibbles  and  others. 
7pm.  Tickets  from  BASS  and  the  box  offices  at 
Roy  Thompson  Hall  and  Massey  Hall. 

•  Cry  the   Beloved   Country. 

Screenings  of  two  anti-apartheid  films  at  A 
Space,  204  Spadina  Ave,  May  27  and  29, 8pm. 
Admission  $4/  $2  members.  You  Have  Struck 
A  Rock  is  a  film  about  the  struggle  of  South  Af- 
rican women.  The  screening  will  be  followed  by 
a  discussion  on  the  role  of  women  in  South  Afri- 
ca, headed  by  Yola  Grant.  May  27.  Woza 
Albert  is  a  BBC  film  based  on  a  play  written  by 
two  black  South  Africans.  It  revolves  around 
the  premise  the  Jesus  Christ  returns  to  the  self- 
proclaimed  "Christian"  nation  of  South  Africa. 
The  screening  will  be  followed  by  a  discussion 
on  how  artists  respond  to  repression.  May  29. 

•  Free  Simon   Nkodi  Benefit. 

Simon  Nkodi  is  a  black  gay  anti-apartheid  acti- 
vist currently  imprisoned  in  South  Africa  and 
facing  charges  of  treason.  This  benefit  is  being 
sponsored  by  A  Space  and  SNAAC,  the  Simon 
Nkodi  Anti-Apartheid  Committee  —  a  group 
of  lesbian  and  gay  activists  working  to  publicize 
the  case  in  Canada.  The  benefit  evening  will  fea- 
ture a  selection  of  gay  and  lesbian  performers, 
to  be  announced.  May  28,  8pm  at  the  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre.  Admission  is  $4 
advance/  $5  at  the  door.  Tickets  are  available  at 
Glad  Day  Books  (648 A  Yonge  St),  Toronto 
Women's  Bookstore  (73  Harbord  St),  DEC 
Bookroom  (229  College  St)  and  A  Space,  204 
Spadina  Ave.  For  more  information,  call 
364-3227. 

•  Sankai  Juku.  The  extraordinary  Japan- 
ese dance  troupe  returns  to  Toronto  for  five 
performances,  June  3-8.  At  Ryerson  Theatre, 
43  Gerard  St  E.  All  performances,  8pm  (Sun 
matinee,  3pm).  Tickets  $l5.50-$22.50  from 
the  box  office  (977-1055)  or  BASS  (872-2277). 
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VANCOUVER  FILM  FESTIVAL  •  DONNA  DEITCH 


The  group  have  been  working  together  for  sev- 
en years  under  the  direction  of  Ushio  Amagatsu 
who  was  part  of  the  first  generation  of  Buto 
dancers.  This  style  is  a  synthesis  of  the  reaction 
and  growth  of  the  post- War  generation,  and 
represents  a  new  art  form  which  evolved  during 
the  1960s  in  Japan.  Led  by  Tatsumi  Hijikata  and 
Kazuo  Ono,  Japanese  dancers  sought  to  reject 
both  the  traditional  Japanese  dance  and  the 
modern  Western  principles  of  movement  and 
body  development.  For  Amagatsu,  Buto  is  not 
simply  a  formal  technique  oracademicstyle.it  is 
an  attempt  to  articulate  the  language  of  the  bo- 
dy rather  than  exercise  an  idea,  and  this  could 
be  different  for  each  individual.  In  their  only 
Canadian  performance  this  year,  the  troupe  will 
perform  Kinkan  Shonen  —  a  young  boy's 
dream  of  life  and  death. 


IN  VANCOUVER: 

The  Fifth  Annual  Vancouver 
International  Film  Festival 
will  present  225  films  from 
more  than  50  countries. 
Special  screenings  include  10 
films  made  in  British  Colum- 
bia, Asia:  A  New  Look  and  a 
selection  of  women's  films 
created  with  the  help  of 
Women  in  Focus. 

Highlights  of  the  Festival  in- 
clude the  closing  gala  tribute 
to  Lillian  Gish  who  recently 
completed  work  on  her  1 04th 
film,  a  screening  of  Donna 
Deitch's  Desert  Hearts  and 
the  Canadian  premiere  of 
Margarethe  von  Trotta's  new 
work  The  Patience  of  Rosa  L. 

The  festival  runs  until  June 
26  at  five  Vancouver  theatres. 
See  listing. 


SANKAI  JUKU 


For  the  latest  information  on  what's 
going  on  in  Toronto,  call  923-GAYS 
(923-4297),  or  pick  up  a  copy  of  Xtra, 
published  twice  a  month  by  the  people 
at  The  Body  Politic,  and  distributed 
free  in  bars,  clubs,  theatres  and 
restaurants  across  the  city. 
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The  liberation 
of  homosexuals 
can  only  be 
the  work  of 
homosexuals 
themselves." 
•  Kurt  Hilier 
1921 
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Monday  to  Saturday        Tel    (9021  423  6814 
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VANCOUVER 
EXPO    '86 


If  you  are  coming  to  Vancouver, 

why  not  stay  with  a  friend? 

Bed  and  Breakfast  accomodation  in 

gay  and  lesbian  homes  includes 

continental  breakfast,  information  and  a 

chanceto  meet  new  friends! 

Pacific  Lam  da  Housing  '86 

Gay  and  Lesbian  B  &  B  Registry 
745 Clark.  Vancouver,  B.C.,  Canada  V5L 3J3 

For  Reservations  Call 
—       (604)  251-9713 


Make  your  voice  stronger  in  86 
Support  your  community  centre 

We  provide  services  to  Gays  &  Lesbians  in  the  Lower  Mainland 

The  Vancouver  Gay  &  Lesbian  Community  Centre  provides: 
•  SEARCH  confidential  counselling 


•  "Out  on  the  Shelves"  Library 

•  Vancouver  Gay  Food  Bank 

•  Free  &  Confidential  Legal  Clinic 

•  Gay/Lesbian  Youth  Support  Group 


•  GAYBLEVISION,  cable  10 

•  Public  Affairs  &  Conferencing 
on  gay  issues 


Phone  684-6869  •  Box  2259,  Vancouver  V6E  126 
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While  in  Vancouver, 
visit  Western  Canada's 

Open  10ish  -  lOish 
7  days  a  week 

Gay  Bookstore 

Mail  Order  Catalogue  Available 
Write  or  phone  for  information 

1221  THURLOWST.,  VAf> 

1.  B.C.  V6E  1X4                   *    PHONE  669-1753   I 

Victoria 


THE  ISLAND     GAY  SOCIETY 

GAY  &  L  EcSBlAN 
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POST  OFFICE  BOX  695,  STATION  E,  VICTORIA,  B.C.,  CANADA   V8U  2P9 
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MONTREAL 


•  Rendez-vous  sans  Alcohol. 

Rendez-vous  Montreal  '86,  to  be  held  July  4-6 , 
is  the  world's  first  and  only  bilingual  gay  and  les- 
bian AA  Round-Up.  This  full  programme  in  Eng- 
lish and  French  will  feature  speakers,  work- 
shops and  panels  on  living  lesbian/gay  and  so- 
ber. There  will  be  a  disco  dance  on  Saturday 
night.  Registration  is  $20  and  forms  and  further 
information  can  be  obtained  from:  Rendez- 
vous Montreal,  Box  5498-B,  Station  B,  Mon- 
treal QC  H3B4P  I. 

•  CSAM  General  Assembly.  The 

Montreal  AIDS/SIDA  group  will  hold  its  general 
meetingjune  5, 7pm  in  the  Pavillion  Jeans  Mans, 
Hotel  Dieu,  3850  St  Urbain  St. 

•  Potluck  Picnic.  CSAM  will  host  a  pot- 
luck  picnic  June  15,  beginning  at  I  pm.  At  Beaver 
Lake.  Pour  tout,  everybody  is  welcome.  For 
more  information,  call  INFO-SIDA,  Thursday  to 
Saturday  nights,  7-  10pm,  282-9888  orwrite  CP 
98,  Depot  N,  Montreal  QC,  H2X  342. 

•  Information  booklets.  Just  releas- 
ed from  MARC-ARMS,  handy  booklets  with 
useful  information  on  AIDS/SIDA.  To  get  one, 
write  CP  1 164,  Depot  H,  Montreal  QC,  H3G 
2N I .  The  booklets  are  available  in  both  French 
and  English. 


EVERYWHERE.  CELEBRATING  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRIDE  DAY 


Continuing  Education,  Room  160,  Johnston 
Hall,  U  of  Guelph,  Guelph  ON  NIG  2W I. 


Reported  from  Montreal  by  TBP 
correspondent  James  Van dervoort.  For 
the  most  up-to-date  information  on 
events  in  Montreal,  pick  up  the  latest 
issue  of  Sortie,  ail  (514)286-7122  for 
locations. 


ST  CATHARINES 

•  Pre-Pride  Dance.  Get  the  jump  on 
the  rest  at  Gay  Outreach  Niagara's  Pre-Pride 
Day  Dance.  June  21 ,  8pm,  21 1  QueenstonSt. 
Great  music,  another  fantastic  light  show.  Tick- 
ets $4  in  advance/ $5  at  the  door.  For  informa- 
tion, call  684-0683  (irregular  hours). 


GUELPH  EDMONTON 


•  Canadian  Women  Filmakers. 

An  exhibition  of  work  by  Midi  Onodera,  in- 
cluding Ten  Cents  A  Dance  (Parallax), 

Judith  Doyle,  Michaelle  McLean,  Jean  Young, 
Annette  Mangaard,  Kerri  Kwinterand  Carolyn 
White.  At  ED  Video,  l6AWyndham  St  N.June 
6.836-9811. 

•  The  Changing  Nature  of  Rela- 
tionships. The  8th  annual  Guelph  confer- 
ence on  sexuality  focusses  on  "sexual  scripts 
and  lifestyles."  The  conference  is  mainly  geared 
towards  health-care  workers  and  social  work- 
ers, and  includes  workshops  on  counselling 
people  with  AIDS  and  school  sex-education 
programmes.  Toronto  anti-pom  activist  Susan 
Cole  will  participate  in  a  workshop  on ' '  Erotica 
vs  Pornography:  Research,  Education  and  Pol- 
icy Issues.' '  Registration  for  the  conference  is 
$  1 50.  Call  824-4 1 20  or  write  to  the  Division  of 


•  The  Mystery  of  Alexina.  Rene 
Feret's  haunting  film  about  gender  ambiguity 
and  the  loss  of  innocence.  June  1 8, 9pm,  at  the 
Princess  Theatre,  10337-82  Ave. 

•  Art  Show.  In  the  foyer  of  the  AIDS  Net- 
work, 10233-98  St.  June  19-26,  except  Sun- 
days. Admission  is  free.  Call  439-1208  or 
424-4722  for  more  information.  The  first  GALA 
Art  workshop  is  June  15.  All  are  welcome.  Call 
439- 1 208  or  488-6979  for  details. 

•  Lesbian  Drop-In.  Courtesy  of  Wo- 
monspace,  at  the  Women's  Building, 
10055-110  St.  June  19,  7-9pm.  Wine  and 
cheese.  Admission  is  free,  but  open  to  women 
only. 

•  Being  Gay  and  Lesbian:  a  Way 
of  Life.  Expressions  in  words  and  music.  June 
20,  8pm  at  the  Unitarian  Church,  12530-1 10 
Ave.  Admission  is  free.  Sponsored  by  GALYG. 


•  GALA  Dance.  Advance  ticket  purchase 
is  recommended  for  this  dance  sponsored  by 
Womonspace  (424-7040)  and  the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  (424-8361).  June  21, 
8pm- 1 :30am at  Bonnie  Doon  Community  Hall, 
9240-93  St.  Hot  buffet. 

•  GALA  Picnic.  June  22,  noon-9pm  at 
Rundle  Park,  picnic  site  number  I.  (2909-1 13 
Ave:  turn  right  at  1 1 8  Ave  and  3 1  St.ortakebus 
20  or  28  from  Coliseum  LRT).  Activities:  fun 
run,  baseball,  croquet,  volleyball,  tug  of  war, 
communal  potluck  supper  (gas  barbeque  avail- 
able) and  an  ecumenical  church  service.  Free 
admission.  Sponsored  by  Dignity  (469-4286), 
MCC  (438-5168),  Roughnecks  (434-7979)  and 
Womonspace  (424-7040). 

•  Public  Forum.  Homosexuality  and 
the  Family:  a  discussion  with  gay  men, 
lesbians  and  their  relatives.  June  23, 
7:30pmatEducationNorth2-M5(UofAcam- 
pus,  north  side  of  87  Ave  between  1 12  St  and 
1 14  St).  Free  parking  adjacent.  Free  admission. 
437-5164. 

•  Buddies.  The  Alberta  premiere  of  Ar- 
thur J  Bressan's  moving  film  about  AIDS.  June 
24,  7  and  9:15pm  at  the  Roxy  Theatre, 
10708-124  St.  Proceeds  go  to  the  AIDS  Net- 
work. For  more  information,  call  424-4722. 

•  Lesbian  Book  Fair.  At  Common 
Woman  Books,  June 25,  7-IOpm.  8210-104  St. 
Free  admission,  refreshments.  432-9344. 

•  10  Per  Cent  Perspective.  An  even- 
ing of  lesbian  and  gay  artistry.  Readings,  poetry 
and  drama  with  a  "special"  flavour.  June  26, 
7:30pm  in  the  Fulton  Room  at  Gameau  Com- 
munity Centre,  10943-84  Ave.  Free  admission 
with  reception  to  follow. 

Reported  from  Edmonton  by  TBP 
correspondent  Jeff  Win kelaar. 


VANCOUVER 


•  Walk-a-Thon  for  people  with 
AIDS.  The  walk  begins  at  the  Bathouse  and 
follows  a  10-kilometer  route  along  the  seawall. 
June  1 5, 2pm.  All  proceeds  go  to  the  PWA  Co- 
alition. 

•  Women's  Voices.  A  Vancouver  mosa- 
ic. The  West  Coast  Women  and  Words  Society 
presents  ten  days  of  theatre  and  art  at  the  Van- 
couver East  Cultural  Centre,  1895  VenaWes  St. 
Lost  and  found,  a  play  by  Nola  Randall  is  a 
moving  portrayal  of  women  dealing  with  their 
ethnic  origins  in  today's  cultural  mosaic. 
Through  conversation,  they  reveal  their  exper- 
iences with  courage  and  humour.  A  display  of 
archival  photos  of  women  in  Vancouver  is  high- 
lighted in  the  Centre's  gallery.  The  play  runs 
Tues  to  Sat,  until  June  14  at  8:30pm.  Tickets 
S8ISI0.  254-9578. 

•  Women  in  Vancouver.  The  Hyatt 
Regency  Hotel  at  the  comer  of  Burard  and 
Dunsmuir  Sts  is  the  location  of  an  eight-minute, 
six  projector  audio-visual  presentation,  tracing 
women's  contributions  to  Vancouver.  This 
Centennial  Commission  project  runs  until  De- 
cember 3 1 .  683-253 1 . 

•  Dutch  World  of  Paintings.  Con- 
tinuing until  June  29  at  the  Vancouver  Art  Galle- 
ry, 750  Hornby  St.  An  unprecedented  array  of 
1 00  masterworks  which  reveal  the  Dutch  world 
of  painting,  the  political,  social  and  intimate  life 
of  four  centuries  of  Dutch  civilization. 
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CSTCHIHE  BRUUflNCE 

Of  Sh/wvs  Silver  Season. 


When  we  were  one  year  old  we  made  a  wish. 

It  all  came  true  this  year. 
Come  celebrate  our  25th  Anniversary  with: 

CAVALCADE  by  Noel  Coward,  sponsored  by  Factor*  can** 

ARMS  AND  THE  MAN  by  Bernard  Shaw,  sponsored  by  D  Transcanada  Prunes 

BANANA  RIDGE  by  Ben  Travers,  sponsored  by  American  express 

GIRL  CRAZY  by  George  &  Ira  Gershwin,  sponsored  by  ®  standard  iwuicwm, 

BLACK  COFFEE  by  Agatha  Christie,  sponsored  by  ;CS3tjr 

For  tickets  call  (416)  468-2172. 

Toll-free  from  Toronto  361-1544. 


NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 


'86 

Come  Celebrate. 


Patio  Opening  Soon 
Open  For  Sunday  Brunch 

New  Menu     Fun  Drinks 


,// 


"A  clever  and 
imaginative  eatery' 

—  Globe  and  Mail  —Toronto  Star  —Toronto  Sun 

Lunch  12-3;  Dinner  (Mon-Thurs)  5:30-10, 
(Fri,Sat)  5:30-1 1 :  Sunday  Brunch  12-3 

For  Reservations  call  Jennie's  Restaurant  861-1461 
360  Queen  St  East,  Toronto 


m  A  COUNTRY  JOURNAL  m 
FOR  GAY  MEN  EVERYWHERE 


SPRING  SUMMER.  FALL.  &  WINTER 

$330  SAMPLE  COPY  LATEST  ISSUE 

10.00 REGULAR  SUBSCRIPTION (IW 

15.00WH  FIRST  CLASS  MAILING 

$  Route  1,  Bar  127-E  $  BatersvWe,W.  *  28705® 


DiAHlOnD 

A  GREAT  PLACE  TO  DANCE 


May  13  Spirit 
May  1 5  Vis  a  Vis 
May  22  John  Sex 

May  29  Tibet 


STARTING  FEB  5TH 

EVERY  WED. 

MUCHMUSICS 

ULTIMATE 
LADIES'  NIGHT 

with  host 
J.D.  ROBERTS 


X 


THE  DIAMOND 

"ALL  DANCE' 

WEEKEND 

Music  by 

JASON  STEELE 

featuring 

THE  DIAMOND 

DANCERS 

Choreographed. by 

DOUG  HAMBURGH 


410  SHERBOURNE  ST  (1  bl.  north  of  Carlton  St.)  927-9010 
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•  Vatican  Splendour.  Commencing 
June  14  at  the  Vancouver  Art  Gallery,  750 
Hornby  St.  The  spirit  of  17th  century  Rome  in 
painting,  sculpture,  tapestry  and  vestments. 
Tickets  must  be  purchased  in  advance. 

•  The  5th  Annual  Vancouver  In- 
ternational Film  Festival.  Thisyear's 
festival  runs  until  June  26  at  the  Ridge  Theatre, 
Dunbar  Theatre,  Varsity  Theatre,  Hollywood 
Theatre  and  Vancouver  East  Cinema.  Passes  are 
on  sale  at  the  Ridge,  16th  and  Arbutus.  For 
more    information,    call    738-0400. 


•  Cafe  Lit.  The  lesbian  information  line  cof- 
fee house,  June  2,  7-IOpm.  At  the  Vancouver 
Lesbian  Centre,  876  Commercial  Drive. 
875-6963. 

•  Potluck  Supper.  Sponsored  by  the 
Vancouver  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Cen- 
tre, June  28  at  7:30pm.  For  more  information, 
call  Mac  at  929-3966. 

•  Lesbian  Information  Line 
Dance.  The  annual  fundraiser  will  be  June  7 
at  Mount  Pleasant  Community  Centre,  3161 
Ontario  St,  8pm- 1  am.  875-6963. 

•  Frontrunner.  The  gay  and  lesbian  run- 
ning and  jogging  group  meets  every  Sunday  at 
1 1  am  at  Lord  Roberts  School,  comer  of  Corn- 
ox  and  Bidwell  Sts. 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.  The 

Vancouver  group  meets  each  Saturday,  7-9pm 
at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Centre, 
4-1 170  Bute  St.  684-6869. 


IN  TORONTO: Christine  Donald  reads 
from  her  new  book  of  poems,  The  Fat  Woman 
Measures  Up  (Ragweed  Press,  June  I)  at  the  Toronto 
Women's  Bookstore,  June  4,  6:30pm. 


•  Vancouver  Lesbian  Connec- 
tion. Coffeehouse  every  Friday  at  876  Com- 
mercial Drive,  7:30-1 1  pm.  875-6963. 

•  Expo.  Entertainers  performing  at  the  fair 
duringjune  include  Liberace  (June  2-7),  Con- 
nie Kaldor  (June 2-8, 30),  Bob  Bossin,  who 
recently  starred  in  A  Home  Remedy  for  Nu- 
clear War  (June  9-15),  Red  Skelton  (June 
14),  Frankie  Avalon  and  Fabian  (June  13), 
Julio  Iglesias  (June  25-26)  and  Nancy  White 
(June30-July4). 

•  God's  Not  Finished  With  Us 
Yet.  A  big,  boisterous  musical  theatre  comedy 
that  zeroes  in  on  the  nuclear  threat,  women's 
movement,  gay  rights,  famine  and  terrorism. 
June  20-July  5,  except  Sundays.  Tickets  at  all 
VTC  outlets. 

•  Strategies  for  Survival.  An  inter- 
national conference  for  artists  on  the  state  of 
the  arts/ the  art  of  alternatives.  June  9-11,  Com- 
modore Ballroom,  870  Granville  St.  Sponsored 
by  the  Vancouver  Artists  League.  Registration  is 
$25/day  or  $65/3  days,  $7/day  and  $18/3  days 
for  low-income  artists  and  the  unemployed. 
For  more  information,  call  684-1413  or  write 
to  the  Vancouver  Artists  League,  Box  3890, 
Vancouver  BC,  V6B  3Z4. 

Reported  from  Vancouver  by  TBP 

correspondents  Darren  Lowe  and  Ken 

Anderlini. 

For  the  latest  information  on  what's 

happening  in  Vancouver,  pick  up  the 

city's  leading  gay  paper,  Angles.  For 

outlets,  call  (604)  684-6869. 


VANCOUVER 
ISLAND 


•  Victoria  Island  Gay  Society. 

Coffee  house  each  Sunday  evening  at  the  James 
Bay  Community  Centre,  140  Oswego  St, 
8:45-1 1  pm.  Admission  is  $2.  June  I:  pajama 
party.  June  8:  movie  night.  June  15:  cooking 
demonstration.  June  22:  bingo  night.  June  29: 
beach  night.  Call  599-5480  for  more  informa- 
tion. 

NANAIMO 

•  Nanaimo  Island  Gay  Society. 

The  branch  social  anniversary  dance,  June  28. 
Call  754-0827  for  time  and  location. 


BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 


•  Okanagan  Gays  and  Lesbians. 

The  group  hosts  a  weekly  dance  on  Saturday 
nights.  For  times  and  places,  write  Box  71 1, 
Station  A,  Kelowna  BC,  VIY7P4 


LANGLEY 

•  Fraser  Valley  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Support  Group.  Drop-in  every  Saturday 
night,  8pm- 1  am,  9500-208  St.  Bring  your  own 
drinks  and  munchies.  Call  888-2189  for  more 
information. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

•  International  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Film  Festival.  The  world's  largest  and 
oldest  ( 1 0  years)  festival  of  work  by  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  film  and  video  will  be  held  during  San 
Francisco's  Lesbian/Gay  Freedom  Celebration. 
Sponsored  by  Frameline,  a  non-profit  media 
organization,  the  festival  will  screen  works  in 
feature,  documentary,  short  subject  and  video. 
In  addition  to  the  new  works,  this  year' s  festival 
will  include  a  retrospective  of  the  best  of  the 
first  ten  years.  June  20-29  at  the  Castro  and 
Roxie  Theatres.  For  more  information,  call 
861-5245. 


•  Pink  Youthquake.  The  third  interna- 
tional gay  youth  congress  is  scheduled  to  take 
place  in  Oslo,  August  3-10.  All  delegates  to  the 
conference  must  be  appointed  by  youth  groups 
or  organizations  and  must  be  younger  than  26. 
Anyone,  regardless  of  age  or  affiliation,  may 
register  as  an  observer  and  participate  in  many 
of  the  activities.  However,  observers  may  not 
vote  in  the  plenary  sessions.  Workshops  sched- 
uled so  far  include  discussions  on  having  child- 
ren, religion,  bisexuality,  education,  sexual  har- 
rassment,  internationalism  and  recruiting  wo- 
men into  gay  organizations.  To  obtain  a  regis- 
tration form,  or  more  information,  please  write 
IGYIP,  Box  1305,  Vika,  N-01 12,  Oslo  I.  Nor- 
way. 

Got  something  coming?  Get  it  into 
Coming!  Send  information  and 
photos  to:  Coming.The  Body 
Politic,  Box  7289,  Sin  A.Toronto,  ON 
M5WIX9.  Deadline  for  July  events: 
Wednesday,  June  1 1, 5pm. 
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No  more  shit 

'  'Discretion  is  an  asset.  Let  'sface  the  facts.  It's  no  longer  cool  to  be  gay.  Not  any  more. 
The  days  of  the  screaming  queen  are  in  our  past,  or  should  be. ...  Why  wave  the  fag-flag  in 
their  faces  when  you  no  longer  hold  the  winning  hand?  It 's  time  to  be  discreet. ...  Just  quit 
being  such  a  flighty  dick-pig,  bath  house  queen,  indiscrete  (sic)  butt-chaser  and 
uncontrollable  whore." 

—  Casey  L  Klinger,  in  an  editorial  in  the 
January  issue  of  Jock 

Well,  strong  words.  As  the  publisher  and  editor  oiJock,  part  of 
Donald  Embinder's  gay  glossy  empire  which  also  includes  Torso,  Mr 
Klinger  has  more  on  his  mind  than  the  prevention  of  AIDS.  He's  also 
selling  magazines  "which  provide  you  with  an  alternative  to  contact 
sex.  Graphic  sexual  stories  for  your  sexual  pleasure."  So  enamoured 
was  he  of  his  own  editorial  words  that  he  turned  them  into  a  subscrip- 
tion ad  for  Jock,  "discreetly  delivered  in  a  plain  sealed  envelope,"  and 
"cheaper  than  you'll  find  it  in  that  seemy  (sic)  low-life  bookstore.  In 
that  armpit  part  of  town.  Where  just  about  anything  could  happen  on 
your  way  in." 

Casey  says  this  is  not  meant  as  'a  run  back  to  the  closet."  No,  of  course  not.  You're  simply 
supposed  to  haul  in  your  "fag-flag"  and  confine  your  sex  life  to  solo  sessions  behind  closed  doors 
with  Mr  Embinder's  hot  —  if  not  very  warm  —  magazines.  This  will  keep  you  safe.  In.ro  many 
ways. 

Actually,  Mr  Klinger  is  doing  us  all  a  great  favour.  With  his  strong  words,  Casey  has  taken  to  its 
absurd  conclusion  a  line  of  argument  we  hear  often  these  days,  usually  put  in  calmer  and  more 
seductive  terms: 

We  took  sexual  freedom  too  far.  We  were  "irresponsible."  And  now  we' 're paying.  AIDS  is  our 
punishment.  But  it's  been  good  for  us  —  it's  made  us  "grow  up,"  made  us  "get  responsible." 
Even  more:  it's  made  us  take  care  of  each  other,  made  us,  for  the  first  time,  truly  a  community. 

Well,  it's  time  for  a  few  more  strong  words. 

That  line  is  a  crock  of  shit.  An  immensely  insulting  and  demeaning  crock  of  shit  —  and  one 
that  we  seem  all  to  ready  to  dump  on  ourselves. 

Let's  remember  a  simple  scientific  fact:  AIDS  is  not  a  moral  judgment.  It's  the  result  of  a  virus 
that  has  infected  many  perfectly  careful  and  responsible  people  —  who  should  be  (and,  thankful- 
ly, most  often  are)  livid  with  rage  at  the  idea  that  they  "deserve"  their  illness. 

And  let's  ask  ourselves  a  question:  How  could  we,  as  a  community,  have  survived  and  even 
grown  stronger  in  the  face  of  AIDS  if  we  had  not  already  been  a  community  when  it  was  first  dis- 
covered among  us  five  years  ago?  Can  you  imagine  where  we'd  be  now  if  gay  men  had  begun  dying 
of  a  disease  blamed  on  them  and  their  sexuality  —  in  1951?  But  1981  was  not  1951.  By  the  begin- 
ning of  this  decade  we  had  behind  us  a  long  and  proud  history  of  organizing  ourselves  in  a  hostile 
world,  of  working  together  to  meet  our  communal  needs,  of  taking  care  of  each  other.  Of  loving 
each  other.  Had  we  not  come  that  far  by  then  we  would  not  be  here  now,  as  a  community,  to 
remember  it.  We'd  be  silent  and  afraid  in  Mr  Klinger's  closet  —  and  not  even  his  magazines  would 
have  survived  to  be  there  with  us. 

Finally,  let's  reflect  on  the  sexuality  so  many  seem  willing  to  blame  for  this  epidemic.  Yes:  AIDS 
is  the  result  of  an  infection  that  can  be  sexually  transmitted.  And  yes:  a  lot  of  what  gay  men  like  to 
do  sexually  can  help  transmit  it.  And,  yes  again,  sexual  habits  are  very  hard  to  change. 

But  many  of  us  have  changed.  We're  a  notoriously  inventive  lot  when  it  comes  to  sexual  prac- 
tices, and  the  sexual  imagination  we've  struggled  so  hard  to  make  space  for  over  the  last  17  years 
has  helped  us  deal  with  the  changes  we've  faced  in  our  erotic  lives  over  the  last  five.  A  retreat  from 
sexual  honesty  and  openness  now  —  a  retreat  fed  by  guilt  and  fear  —  will  lead  us  not  only  back  to 
the  closet,  but  away  from  the  kind  of  frankness  we  need  if  we're  to  learn  how  to  keep  sex  as  healthy 
as  it  is  hot. 

As  we  celebrate  the  17th  anniversary  of  Stonewall,  let  us  remember  that  our  history  did  not 
begin  with  AIDS.  It  began  (at  least  in  its  latest  incarnation)  with  Mr  Klinger's  much-despised 
screaming  queens,  and  it  has  grown  through  our  respect  for  ourselves,  our  loving  concern  for  each 
other  —  and  our  unembarrassed  exploration  of  our  sexuality. 

Let  us  remind  those  who  forget  this  history  that  they  risk  losing  a  heritage  of  imagination, 
eroticism  and  love,  all  for  a  crock  of  fear  and  self-loathing. 

And  let's  tell  those  who,  like  Casey  Klinger,  exploit  that  fear,  that  they're  wearing  that  crock  on 
their  heads. 

Let's  hope  they're  into  scat.  If  they're  not,  they'd  do  well  to  keep  their  mouths  shut. 

Rick  Bebout  and  Doug  Grenvillefor  the  collective* 
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Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council 
presents 

The  Third 


The  one  you  must  see! 


Sunday,  June  1,  1986  •   12:00  p.m.  —  7:00  p.m. 
Selby  Hotel  •  Drawing  Rooms  on  the  Main  Floor 
592  Sherbourne  Street  •  Toronto 


All  exhibited  pieces  are  for  sale. 
Proceeds  to  the  Gay  Community  Appeal. 
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Or  OUR  COMMUNITY 

HOUSING  AVAILABLE  TOR  PARTICIPATING  ATHLETES 
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It's  true.  Hemingway  lived  here. 

Summer  Courtyard 

Grand  Opening  late  May  —  See  XTRA  for  details 

Double  Occupancy  from  $35 


Gratify  yourself! 

We've  got  tlxj  men 

and  Tcmmtos 
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:'<i 


Boj)  til  you  drop 
Disco 

Cruisy  video  bar 
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summer  courtyard. 
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Why 

boycott 

Coors? 

•  The  Coors  Brewing  Company  in  the  U.S. 
practices  a  policy  of  discrimination  in  hiring 
based  on  race,  religion,  political  viewpoint 
and  sexual  onentation.  The  company  uses  lie 
detectors  and  searches  of  personal  property 
to  investigate  the  personal  lives  of  its 
workers  and  to  maintain  its  discriminatory 
practices. 

•  The  Coors  family  are  founders  and 
continuing  financial  supporters  of  the 
Moral  Majority. 

•  Coors  has  been  boycotted  since  1967  by 
unions,  ethnic  groups  and  gay  organizations. 
Gay  bars  and  restaurants  in  the  U.S.  do  not 
sell  Coors  products. 

•  Though  Coors  is  brewed  in  Canada  by 
Molson's,  the  Coors  company  benefits  from 
licensing  fees,  and  by  the  "goodwill" 
generated  by  Canadians  purchasing  Coors 
and  Coors  Light. 

Support  the  North 
American  boycott. 
Don't  drink  COORS 
or  COORS  LIGHT. 
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Playing  with  our  rights 

Gay  people  in  Ontario  know  the  meaning  of  the  word '  'close.' '  For  years 
we've  been  oh-so-close  to  having  discrimination  based  on  sexual  orien- 
tation made  illegal  in  this  province.  And  each  time  the  government  denies 
us  our  basic  rights,  we  realize  that  close  only  matters  when  it  comes  to  a 
game  of  horseshoes. 

Discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  is  now  included  in  an 
amended  government  omnibus  bill,  up  for  vote  next  month  in  the  Ontario 
legislature.  While  it  appears  likely  that  the  entire  bill  will  pass,  it  could  be 
subjected  to  a  clause-by-clause  analysis — courtesy  of  MLAs  (mostly  Tory, 
but  possibly  some  Liberals)  who  have  "problems"  with  certain  clauses. 
And  after  coming  so  close  to  having  the  same  rights  as  everyone  else  in  this 
province,  lesbians  and  gay  men  may  go  no  further. 

The  government  of  Ontario  must  stop  playing  horseshoes  with  our  lives. 
The  arena  of  human  rights  is  no  place  for  games. 

A  ndrew  Leskfor  the  collective* 


Censoring  pleasure 

For  the  first  time,  Canada  Customs  has  been  given  the  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine three  lesbian  sex  videos  produced  by  the  women  of  Blush  Produc- 
tions, a  company  associated  with  the  lesbian  sex  magazine,  On  Our  Backs. 
As  might  be  expected,  Customs  seized  the  only  explicit  tape  and  prohibited 
its  entry  into  Canada. 

Private  Pleasures  and  Shadows  feature  Caerage  and  Terri,  a  couple  off- 
screen as  well,  in  a  butch/femme  scene  in  a  penthouse  and  a  mistress/slave 
scene  in  a  basement  dungeon.  The  tape  includes  graphic  scenes  of  mastur- 
bation, use  of  dildoes,  fist-fucking,  bondage  and  whipping:  the  perfor- 
mances are  convincing  and  the  atmosphere  is  one  of  erotic  fun. 

The  Tariff  Item  governing  the  prohibition  of  "obscene"  books,  videos 
and  film  bars  the  entry  into  Canada  of  any  material  which  "depicts  or 
describes  sex  with  violence,  submission,  coercion,  ridicule,  degradation, 
exploitation  or  humiliation  of  any  human  being.' '  For  the  purposes  of  the 
Tariff  Item,  the  fact  that  Terri  consents  to  being  put  into  bondage  and  that 
Caerage  enjoys  Terri's  fisting  is  irrelevant.  Furthermore,  the  fact  that  the 
tape  is  intended  as  erotic  fantasy  and  not  as  incitement  to  actual  acts  of  non- 
consensual violence  is  also  ignored  by  Canada  Customs. 

The  prohibitions  of  the  Customs  Tariff  are  far  more  comprehensive  even 
than  those  contained  in  the  obscenity  provisions  of  the  Criminal  Code.  Cus- 
toms prohibitions  represent  the  most  dangerous  type  of  censorship  since 
the  officials  who  examine  and  decide  the  fate  of  seized  materials  are  not 
directly  responsible  to  the  public.  The  process  of  appeal  does  not  even  reach 
a  court  of  law  until  two  other  levels  of  examination  have  been  exhausted. 

It's  time  to  challenge  the  censoring  actions  of  Canada  Customs  in  public. 
The  Body  Politic  intends  to  appeal  the  seizure  of  Private  Pleasures  and 
Shadows,  in  a  court  of  law  if  necessary.  Lesbian  sex  is  not  obscene,  and  we 
do  not  need  to  be  protected  from  its  depiction  on  tape  or  in  any  other  media 
for  that  matter.  Customs  must  be  prevented  from  exercising  this  kind  of  ar- 
bitrary, paternalistic  control  over  our  images  and  our  sexual  imaginations. 
Gillian  Rodgerson  and  Anna  Marie  Smith  for  the  collective9 


The  Sisters  are  presently  re-evaluating  their  relevance  to 

the  community.  Your  input  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Write  to  us  and  let  us  know  what  you  think  of  us. 

Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence,  Drawer  OPI  —  Post  Office  Box  #7289 

Postal  Station  "A",  Toronto,  Ontario,  M5W1X9  photo:  Jake  Peters 
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CHAPS 

9  ISABELLA  ST,  TORONTO,  CANADA 
(416)960  1200 


Complete  Renovating 

&  Custom  Restoration 

Interior  &  Exterior 


Plans 


Consulting 

Appraisals  for 
buying  or  selling 

All  phases  of 
contracting 


Well  recommended  with 
many  projects  completed 

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Industrial 

John  B,  Scythes  Enterprises 

532-1504 
John  or  Bob 


Glaring 
pornography 

After  internal  debate  and  discussion  our  collec- 
tive has  decided  to  stop  subscribing  to  your  mag- 
azine because  we  feel  that  items  within  its  pages 
contravene  our  policy  against  accepting  porno- 
graphic publications. 

Some  of  the  more  glaring  examples  gleaned 
from  your  magazine  include: 

•Ads  in  the  "Friends:  Male"  section  express- 
ing the  desire  to  meet,  specifically,  white  men, 
black  men,  or  boys  for  sexual  encounters  (italics 
ours).  These  are  too  great  in  number  to  list.  The 
"Friends:  Female"  section  of  the  March  1985  is- 
sue contained  an  item  stating  simply,  "beat  me 
and  fuck  me."  It's  curious  that  any  woman  would 
have  to  advertise  for  this  treatment  when  thou- 
sands receive  it  free  of  charge. 

•Display  ads  in  virtually  every  issue  using  close- 
up  photos  of  men's  torsos  or  crotches  strapped  in- 
to leather  and  metal  devices  to  promote  their 
products.  We  feel  that  such  images  place  undue 
emphasis  on  the  violent,  "power-game"  aspect  of 
sexuality  and  perpetuate  stereotypes  of  the  gay 
life-style  which  we  had  assumed  your  tabloid 
strove  to  debunk. 

•Filler  photos  on  pages  43  and  45  of  the  August 
1985  issue  depicting  depersonalized  (torsos  only) 
photos  of  nude  women  fondling  their  crotches.  One 
of  these  women  is  wearing  a  metal-studded  brace- 
let, presumably  denoting  bondage.  We  abhor  such 
photos  when  they  appear  in  "straight"  porno  rags 
such  as  Hustler  and  find  them  equally  reprehensi- 
ble when  they  crop  up  in  a  gay  magazine. 

•The  final  straw  came  in  the  form  of  the  full- 
colour  ads  selling ' '  Hot  American  Tapes  for  Cold 
Canadian  Nights.' '  These  ads  have  taken  the  en- 
tire back  pages  of  recent  issues .  The  tapes  i  nclude 
sexual  acts  featuring  "the  boy  next  door' '  and '  'a 
super-endowed  black  stud"  (italics  ours).  These 
ads  contain  such  extreme  stereotyping  (of '  'cold 
Canada' '  as  well  as  gays)  that  it  is  hard  to  believe 
that  they  are  not  intended  as  satire. 

These  examples  represent  only  a  small  percen- 
tage of  the  dozens  that  have  offended  our  collec- 
tive members.  We  find  such  tasteless  and  degrad- 
ing material  especially  incongruous  when  juxta- 
posed with  the  many  thoughtful  and  well-written 
views  on  human  sexuality  found  in  your  pages.  It 
is  this  dichotomy  between  what  we  feel  are  excel- 
lent qualities  within  your  magazine,  and  those  that 
we  find  unacceptable,  that  makes  this  decision 
such  a  difficult  one  for  our  collective. 

Your  layout  and  design  style  and  many  of  your 
written  pieces  are  greatly  admired  around  our  of- 
fice, but  we  feel  it  is  the  only  morally  defensible  ac- 
tion open  to  us.  The  Sheaf,  however,  knows  that 
it  does  not  have  a  monopoly  on  correct  ethics  and 
we  would,  therefore,  appreciate  hearing  your  views 
on  the  subject. 
The  Sheaf  Collective 
University  of  Saskatchewan 
Saskatoon 


The  Collective  responds: 
Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  write  and  explain 
why  you  feel  you  must  cancel  your  subscript  ton  to 
The  Body  Politic.  We're  glad  you  want  to  licar 
from  us  first,  though,  and  welcome  the  opportuni- 
ty to  respond. 

The  last  person  to  think  we  were  a  pornographic 
publication  was  the  former  Attorney  General  ol 


Ontario,  Roy  McMurtry.  As  you  may  recall,  he 
pursued  the  matter  through  the  courts  for  almost 
six  years  before  he  finally  accepted  the  verdict  that 
we  were  no  such  thing. 

We  realize  that  the  Sheaf  Collective's  perspec- 
tive on  this  matter  would  be  rather  different  from 
McMurtry's.  It  appears  to  derive  more  from  a 
particular  schooi  of  feminism,  one  which  detects 
a  virulent  and  dangerous  misogyny  in  much  het- 
erosexual pornography.  It  founds  its  analysis  on 
the  perceived  prevalence  of  images  of  women  as 
brutalized  victim. 


"Mfe  feel  such  images 
...  perpetuate 
stereotypes  of  the 
gay  lifestyle  we  had 
assumed  your  tabloid 
strove  to  debunk" 


There  is  an  authoritarian  way  of  interpreting 
images.  It  allows  the  image  the  possibility  of  mak- 
ing only  one  statement.  It  is  not  a  complex  state- 
ment, and  the  image  is  thought  to  be  fully  known. 
With  this  approach,  personal  ads  are  deplorable 
if  they  cite  specifics  which  might  indicate  a  power 
differential  (blacks,  boys,  women  who  want  to  be 
beaten  and  fucked).  Sex  toys  are  suspect  if  they 
might  be  used  in  "power  games."  Women  who 
might  be  into  bondage  had  better  trot  their  buns 
off  to  Hustler  magazine  where  they'll  feel  more  at 
home. 

Power  is  exciting.  There's  not  much  we  can  — 
or  want  to — do  about  that.  But  there's  a  big  dif- 
ference (and  one  you  refuse  to  recognize)  between 
socially  instituted  power  differentials  (such  as 
those  that  exist  in  heterosexual  marriage)  and  ne- 
gotiatedarrangements  where  the  individuals  con- 
cerned define  and  respect  the  parameters  of  their 
relationship.  A  woman  might  well  want  to  be  beat- 
en and  fucked  if  she  and  her  partner  have  negoti- 
ated the  terms. 

There's  no  way,  of  course,  that  we  can  know 
that  that  sensibility  informs  everyone  who  adver- 
tises in  our  magazine.  But  our  job  isn't  to  monitor 
the  sex  lives  of  our  readers.  It  is  rather  to  explore 
and  analyze  without  being  censorious;  to  cele- 
brate and  criticize  without  being  strangers .  Some 
of  us  want  to  be  beaten  and  fucked  —  to  discover 
what  that  means  and  how  to  make  it  work  is  part 
of  the  project  of  The  Body  Politic. 

It's  a  dangerous  enterprise,  and  we  won't  al- 
ways be  right.  But  we'd  rather  risk  being  wrong  or 
offensive  than  take  lefuge  in  too  authoritarian  an 
ideology. 
Gerald  Hannon.for  the  Collective 

Taking  the  cake 

I  have  had  reservations  about  your  introduction 
of  photographs  on  the  classified  adv  pages  as  ed- 
itorial content.  What  paying  advertisers  do  is.  up 
to  a  point ,  their  business,  but  I  am  not  sure  what 
your  purpose  is  regarding  these  photographs, 

1  would  not.  however,  have  been  prompted  to 

write  had  it  not  been  for  the  photograph  on  page 

continued  on  page  12 
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continued  from  page  II 
41  of  the  April  issue.  Some  other  recent  photo- 
graphs have  been  bizarre  and  of  surely  very  limited 
appeal,  but  this  one  takes  the  cake. 

To  whom  is  it  designed  to  appeal?  Whom  is  it 
designed  to  offend?  Or  are  you  trying  to  prove  a 
point  by  seeing  how  far  you  can  go?  If  so,  it  shows 
political  irresponsibility  on  your  part,  to  say  the 
least. 

To  me,  the  photograph  bespeaks  mutilation 
and  contempt  for  the  body.  If  this  was  your  inten- 
tion ,  or  if  the  Collective  has  no  time  for  such  sen- 
sibilities, then  we  are  all  the  poorer  for  it. 

David  G  Thomas 
Gloucester,  Ontario 

We  are  what  we  see 

I  could  not  disagree  more  with  B  Benson's  letter 
in  your  April  issue  where  he/she  would  like  to  take 
the  "sex"  out  of  homosexual  and  presumably 
"clean  up"  all  "non-porn"  gay  magazines  (inter- 
esting distinction)  in  order  that  we  may  have  an 
"...  up-to-date  account  of  the  dreams ,  endeavours 
and  triumphs  of  a  special  kind  of  human  be- 
ing..." Utter  balderdash! 


"It  is  ever  so  easy 

to  gain 

respectablility  and 

at  the  same  time 

increase 

homophobia  " 


Under  scrutiny,  Benson's  rhetorical  urgings  re- 
veal a  more  drastic,  or  do  I  dare  say  frightening, 
thesis.  He/she  would  like  us  to  remove  the  "porn' ' 
(I  must  be  receiving  an  expurgated  copy  of  TBP. 
I  haven't  seen  any  "porn"  yet).  The  next  logical 
step  would  be  to  clean  up  the  language  (there  must 
be  at  least  one  or  two  four-letter  words)  and 
omit/edit/discourage  certain  articles  (such  as  the 
"Personals")  because  they  are  offensive  to  non- 
gays/non-lesbians  (presumably  they're  reading 
TBP  to  be  informed)  in  order  that  they/we  might 
bring  an  up-to-date  account...  blah,  blah. 

B  Benson  —  we  are  what  we  are.  We  cannot,  for 
convenience  or  for  what  others  may  think,  clean 
up  our  act  —  whatever  that  really  means!  Being 
a  gay/lesbian  person  is  more  than  our  choice  of  sex 
partners.  Surely,  if  you've  been  reading  The  Body 
Politic,  In  Touch,  The  Advocate,  Christopher 
Street  or  any  other  fine  publication,  this  would  be 
apparent. 

It  is  ever  so  easy  to  gain  respectability  and  at  the 
same  time  increase  homophobia.  True  tolerance 
or  understanding  of  gays  and  lesbians  does  not 
necessarily  mean  hiding  or  flaunting  what  we  are. 
The  Jerry  Fal  wells  of  this  world  will  disapprove  no 
matter  what.  Believe  me. 

In  a  recent  American  survey  it  was  ascertained 
that  reading  Playgirl  for  women  and  Playboy  for 
men  in  public  is  acceptable  as  part  of  the  North 
American  situation. 

So,  B  Benson,  those  "helpless  non-gay  crea- 
tures mad  on  sex"  have  given  us  dispensation. 
Fred  Francis 
Westmount,  Quebec 


Out  of  Africa 

I  would  like  to  share  with  your  readers  some  added 
perspective  on  the  article  "Death  penalty  looms 
over  black  activist,' '  which  appeared  in  your  Jan- 
uary issue. 

As  explained  in  the  article  but  not  implied  by 
its  headline,  the  activist  in  question,  Mr  Simon 
Nkodi,  faces  prosecution  not  because  of  activity 
on  behalf  of  South  Africa's  gay  community,  but 
rather  because  of  alleged  actions  directed  towards 
elimination  of  that  country's  intolerable  system 
of  racial  separation. 

Homosexual  activity  and  association  were 
madejully  legal,  including  across  the  colour  bar, 
by  an  act  of  South  Africa's  (all  white,  mostly  reac- 
tionary) Parliament  on  May  15 ,  1969 — approx- 
imately 43  days  before  Stonewall. 

The  legalization  of  a  given  form  of  activity  in 
South  Africa  does  not,  however,  mean  that  police 
surveillance  and  harassment  are  absent.  Partic- 
ularly since  the  inception  of  increased  levels  of  vi- 
olence over  the  past  year  or  so,  the  South  African 
police  have  become  a  law  unto  themselves. 

Another  issue  is  the  recurring  one  of  South  Af- 
rican participation  in  the  1986  Gay  Games  in  San 
Francisco.  Other  national  teams  have  threatened 
boycott  even  though  proposed  South  African  en- 
trants were  chosen  non-racially.  And  the  Interna- 
tional Gay  Association  may  call  for  expulsion  of 
all  its  South  African  members  (black  and  white) 
due  to  the  South  African  organization's  focus  on 
sexual  orientation  rather  than  racial  issues.  In 
view  of  the  above,  the  following  considerations 
seem  relevant: 

The  Gay  Association  of  South  Africa  (GASA) 
is  as  subject  to  police  excesses  and  informers  as 
any  other  controversial  organization  in  that  coun- 
try. It  is  therefore  understandably  reluctant  to  ad- 
vocate publicly  any  cause  not  directly  related  to  its 
own  purpose.  Reliable  sources  tell  me  that  GASA 
uses  any  and  all  feasible  means  to  support  the  ef- 
forts of  other  disadvantaged  persons.  Mr  Nkodi's 
founding  participation  in  GASA  provides  strong 
evidence  of  that  kind  of  support. 

I  remain  deeply  concerned  that  international 
exclusion  of  South  Africans,  especially  such  ob- 
viously liberal  ones,  reflects  a  counterproductive 
and  tragic  application  of  the  following  attitudes: 
"Don't  confuse  us  with  facts;  avoid  contact  with 
the  very  people  closest  to  the  source  and  effects  of 
the  problem.  Let's  stick  to  our  own  preconcep- 
tions and  sometimes  unreasoned  anger.  Attack 
people  who  are  not  responsible  for  the  offensive 
conditions  and  who  could  do  most  towards  resolv- 
ing the  conflict." 

I  recently  worked  in  Johannesburg  for  several 
years  for  a  prominent  American  company.  While 
there,  I  supervised  major  assignments  in  Zimbab- 
we and  Namibia.  I  also  maintain  regular  contact 
with  both  black  and  white  South  Africans  now  liv- 
ing in  North  America  who,  in  turn,  are  in  frequent 
contact  with  their  families  and  friends  back  home. 

I  hope  this  letter  will  spur  soul-searching  and 
research  by  those  who  read  it  —  particularly  by  the 
sponsors  of  the  1986  Gay  Games. 
Name  withheld  by  request 
Seattle,  Washington 


The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters. 
Send  them  to  us  at:  Letters,  TBP,  Box 
7289,  StnA,  Toronto  ONM5W 1X9.  Let- 
ters selected  for  publication  may  be  edit- 
ed for  length. 


Thousands  of  men 
wore  the  pink  triangle. 
Only  one  has  ever 
told  his  story. 

In  The  Men  with  the  Pink  Triangle, 
Heinz  Heger  tells  his  true,  life  and 
death  story  as  a  homosexual  prisoner 
in  the  Nazi  concentration  camps. 

The  Men  with  the  Pink  Triangle 

$5.95  in  bookstores,  or  clip  this  ad  to  order 


□  Enclosed  is  $6.50  (postpaid)  for  The  Men  with  the  Pink  Triangle. 
name address 


city 


state 


zip 


Alyson  Publications,  Dept.  P-59,  40  Plympton  St.,  Boston,  MA  02118 
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KEY  WEST 


...a  tropical  island  paradise 
and  America's  premier  gay 
resort  area. 

For  FREE  Key  West  information 
and  brochures  from  member 
guesthouses  write:  The  Key  West 
Business  Guild,  P.O.  Box4640-K , 
Key  West,  FL  33041. 
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Address 


City. 


State . 


Zip. 


BOS  TON 

The  Best  Place  to  Stay 

n  n  n  nnf) 

Two  renovated  townhouses 
in  the  heart  of  Boston 

Continental  breakfast  and 

cocktail  set-ups  on  the 

outdoor  decks  or  in  the 

livingroom 

Just  minutes  walk  to  the 
historic  sights  and  nightlife 

Central  air  conditioning 

All  this  in  a  comfortable 
atmosphere  and  for  less  than 
half  the  major  hotels 

$29-$50  per  night 

MasterCard,  Visa  and 
American  Express  accepted 

n n nnnn 


OASIS 

22  Edgerly  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts  021 15 

617-267-2262 


Introducing 

West  Toronto's 

Best  Gay  Travel  Agent 


Norm  Williams,  C.T.C. 

7621165 
Trinity  Travel  Limited 


2296A  Bloor  Street  West 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 

M6S1P2 
Corner  Bloor  and  Durie 
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In  Vancouver,  people  with  AIDS  fear  that  Ottawa  is 
sitting  on  the  release  of  experimental  AIDS  treatments 
while,  day  by  day,  their  lives  are  slipping  away 

Still  in  the  waiting  room 


The  young  and  old  are  rallying  behind 
Vancouver's  Persons  With  AIDS  Coali- 
tion in  its  attempt  to  convince  the  federal  Health 
Protection  Branch  (HPB)  in  Ottawa  to  implement 
immediately  measures  they  say  offer  them  their 
only  hope  of  staying  alive.  They  are  demanding 
that  experimental  drugs  for  the  treatment  of  AIDS 
be  released  to  them  on  compassionate  grounds. 
And  they  want  the  HPB  to  co-operate  more  ac- 
tively with  AIDS  care  physicians. 

The  PWAs  have  taken  their  campaign  to  the 
streets.  Wearing  buttons  that  announce  "Person 
with  AIDS,' '  they  have  braved  the  city's  unusual- 
ly wet  and  cold  spring  weather  to  gather  signa- 
tures on  a  petition  they  will  hand-deliver  to  the 
Health  Protection  Branch  in  late  June. 

They  collected  more  than  3,000  names  during 
the  first  week  of  the  campaign.  Expecting  nega- 
tive reactions,  the  PWAs  and  the  local  media  were 
not  prepared  for  the  readiness  of  the  general  pub- 
lic to  endorse  their  plea  for  treatment.  Coalition 
spokesperson  Warren  Jensen  says  the  typical  res- 
ponse on  the  street  is  "You  boys  fight  on!" 

Gay  bars,  bookstores  and  neighbourhood 
businesses  have  joined  in,  prominently  display- 
ing and  promoting  the  petition,  and  are  raising 
funds  for  the  PWAs  to  travel  with  it  to  Ottawa. 
One  gay  restaurant  owner,  Craig  Russel  of  Doll  & 
Penny's  Cafe,  said  his  petition  grows  larger  each 
day.  "We've  collected  200  names  so  far  and  we 
help  in  every  way  we  can." 

Meanwhile,  the  Health  Protection  Branch  has 
come  under  sharp  criticism  from  one  AIDS  care 
physician  who  cannot  understand  why  there  ap- 
pears to  be  such  reluctance  to  release  drugs  for 
therapeutic  trial.  "The  mandate  of  the  HPB  is  to 
be  concerned  with  the  health  of  all  Canadians," 
Dr  Hillary  Wass  said.  "I  think  the  HPB  is  failing 
to  fulfill  that  responsibility  to  the  PWAs." 

Wass  is  frustrated  over  what  she  sees  as  bur- 
eaucracy getting  in  the  way  of  treatment.  "The 
whole  thing  suffers  from  a  lack  of  direction  and 
lack  of  centralized  organization,"  she  said.  "If 
there  was  an  epidemic  of  smallpox,  can  you  ima- 
gine the  resources  that  would  be  mobilized  to 
fight  it?"  She  finds  it  very  difficult  to  understand 
why  HPB  is  not  moving  faster  to  release  available 
drugs.  "We've  been  told  that  drugs  would  be  re- 
leased on  compassionate  grounds;  but,  when 
we've  requested  them  we've  been  turned  down," 


'Fight  on!"  Thousands  of  Vancouverites  have  backed  a  campaign  led  by  people  with  AIDS  for  the  release  of  experimental  AIDS  drugs 


she  complained.  AIDS  care  physicians  had  assur- 
ances from  federal  health  minister  Jake  Epp 
"over  and  over' '  that  he  would  make  an  announ- 
cement she  said,  producing  a  letter  from  Epp 
dated  April  4, 1985. 

PWA  Kevin  Brown  cannot  wait  for  Epp's  offi- 
cial approval  to  attack  the  virus  threatening  his 
life.  "The  federal  government  is  doing  fuck-all," 
he  angrily  charged.  "They  seem  to  be  pussyfoot- 
ing around  regarding  the  compassionate  grounds 
issue.  By  the  time  they  get  around  to  some  resolu- 
tion, we  will  all  be  dead."  For  the  third  time  this 
year,  Brown  is  forced  to  smuggle  experimental 
drugs  from  Mexico.  Although  he  has  no  income, 
he  is  determined  to  find  a  way  to  continue  his 
Ribavirin  and  Isoprinosine  therapy.  "Not  one 
iota  of  good  has  come  out  of  the  HPB,"  Brown 
said  "in  spite  of  all  their  good  intentions.  They 


BC  viral  lab  coming? 

VICTORIA  -  The  demonstration  last  March  27  in  front  of  the  BC  legislature  by  the  Persons  With 
AIDS  Coalition  and  suppporters,  seeking  government  funding  for  a  viral  laboratory,  may  have 
produced  some  results. 

Warren  Jensen  of  the  PWA  Coalition  says  he  received  a  call  at  the  end  of  April  from  the  Sexual- 
ly Transmitted  Disease  Control  Centre  in  Vancouver,  informing  him  that  the  Sexually  Trans- 
mitted Disease  Committee  had  met  and  agreed  that  a  viral  lab  should  be  built  in  BC. 

Jensen  says  his  group  is  now  waiting  for  an  official  announcement  from  the  BC  health  minis- 
try. Until  there  is  such  an  announcement,  he  says,  the  Coalition  is  not  ruling  out  the  possibility  of 
some  kind  of  action  at  Expo  86  in  Vancouver.  Jack  Hagenaars  • 


are  obstructive  of  our  needs." 

The  fact  that  some  of  her  patients  are  forced  to 
import  illegally  drugs  from  Mexico  disturbs 
Wass.  She  is  concerned  about  the  quality  and 
purity  of  these  substances,  and  about  the  fact  that 
they  are  being  administered  without  medical  su- 
pervision. "There  is  no  guarantee  these  drugs  will 
do  anything,  but  the  PWAs  want  to  try  and  I  agree 
with  them,"  she  said.  "The  preliminary  trials  in 
the  States  haven't  been  that  effective;  let's  be 
honest,"  she  added.  "If  I  thought  something  was 
really  effective,  I  would  be  tempted  to  try  it 
without  permission  of  the  HPB." 

AIDS  Vancouver  director  Bob  Tivey  says  it  frus- 
trates him  to  know  that  treatment  drugs  such  as 
Suramin  are  sitting  in  the  offices  of  Vancouver 
physicians,  but  they  cannot  administer  them  to 
their  patients.  "Our  point  of  view  is  that  it's  the 
HPB  that  should  be  criticized,"  he  said.  "Why  is 
the  federal  minister  of  health  saying  that  drugs 
are  being  released  on  compassionate  grounds 
when  the  physicians  are  saying  the  opposite?" 

Tivey  said  all  three  requests  of  the  PWA  Coali- 
tion are  reasonable  and  appropriate.  AIDS  Van- 
couver has  copies  of  the  petition  in  its  office  and 
AIDS  volunteers  are  signing  up  supporters.  The 
Coalition  has  "rocked  the  boat,"  he  said  and 
"their  making  a  noise  has  done  something.' '  Tivey 
was  referring  both  to  the  picket  of  the  BC  legis- 
lature last  month  by  PWAs  demanding  a  viral 
testing  laboratory  in  BC  and  to  their  continuing 
public  visibility  on  downtown  streets  while  Expo 


86  entertains  the  world. 

"We  need  a  viral  lab  so  that  we  can  grow  the 
virus  before  and  after  a  drug  is  administered," 
Tivey  said.  Viral  labs  in  Ottawa  and  Montreal  are 
out  of  reach  for  BC  patients.  A  local  lab  is  needed 
to  monitor  the  drug's  effectiveness,  he  said. 

AIDS  patients  are  caught  in  the  web  of  govern- 
ment regulations.  Health  and  Welfare  Canada 
will  release  drugs  on  compassionate  grounds  and 
approve  a  protocol  (medical  directions  to  the 
physician  administering  the  drug)  //a  viral  lab  is 
available  to  monitor  blood  samples.  Since  the  vi- 
rus culture  is  destroyed  in  transit,  BC  patients 
can't  use  other  Canadian  labs.  Nearby  Seattle 
has  a  viral  lab  but  US  customs  officials  would 
never  give  permission  to  transport  an  AIDS  cul- 
ture across  their  borders. 

All  this  aside,  Wass  advised  that  a  viral  lab,  al- 
though desirable  and  preferred,  is  unnecessary  to 
start  testing  drugs.  "We've  got  protocols  ready  to 
go  now,"  she  said.  "We  could  start  next  week." 
There  are  no  drug  trials  going  on  in  BC  right  now . 
she  added .  She  is  aware  of  only  limited  testing  of 
Cyclosporin  in  central  Canada  and  of  use  of  the 
drug  Pentamidine,  available  upon  emergency  re- 
lease by  special  application  to  Ottawa  for  each 
patient. 

The  powerful  drug  Pentamidine  has  been  ad- 
ministered to  to  one  Vancouver  PWA  with  devas- 
tating results.  Brown  said  the  PWA  lost  almost  all 
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of  his  skin.  "He  suffered  enormously.  It  was  just 
raw  and  painful.  But  what  choice  do  we  have?" 
Brown  asked.  "It's  that  or  die." 

When  contacted  by  TBP,  a  number  of  HPB 
employees  referred  us  to  Greg  Smith,  director  of 
the  HPB's  newly  created  National  AIDS  Centre, 
and  to  Dr  George  White,  an  HPB  official  with 
special  knowledge  of  drug  release  policy.  Smith 
was  said  to  be  out  of  town  when  recalled,  while 
White,  who  was  in  his  office  when  7Bfcalled,  did 
not  return  the  call. 

TBP  has  learned  that  there  will  not  be  a  viral 
lab  constructed  in  BC  for  at  least  one  year.  The 
director  of  the  provincial  health  ministry 
information  services,  Ian  Smith,  says  the  long 
awaited  announcement  from  health  minister 
James  A  Neilsen  (promised  before  May  1)  will 
come  after  the  minister  has  reviewed  recommen- 
dations from  health  groups,  the  BC  Medical 
Association  and  the  teaching  hospitals.  The 
minister,  he  said,  is  contemplating  the  physical 
logistics  of  setting  a  lab  in  place,  as  well  as  its 
location  and  its  range  of  purposes. 

Asked  what  relief  was  in  store  for  PWAs  requi- 
ring urgent  treatment  he  said  there  is  no  simple 
solution.  "The  outlook  for  most  drugs  is  bleak  at 
best,"  Smith  commented  "and  the  feds  won't  al- 
low drugs  to  be  tested  on  humans."  The  reason 
there  is  no  viral  lab  in  BC,  he  explained,  is  simply 
that  there  are  no  major  pharmaceutical  indus- 
tries located  here.  "Any  people  involved  in  (ex- 
perimental) drug  treatment  would  be  vol- 
unteering as  guinea  pigs,"  he  said. 

An  additional  consideration  of  the  BC  govern- 
ment, Smith  added,  would  be  the  question  of  ow- 
nership of  the  lab.  "The  Minister  of  Health 
wouldn't  be  involved  because  of  the  research  ele- 
ment." 

PWA  Kevin  Brown,  who  had  patiently  awaited 
news  of  a  viral  lab,  responded  with  anger. 
"That's  a  lot  of  talk  and  no  action,"  he  fumed. 
"We  will  not  go  away  until  this  is  resolved." 

Another  PWA,  Warren  Jensen,  physically  de- 
pleted from  his  work  on  the  petition  campaign, 
charged  both  levels  of  government  are  insensitive 
to  the  needs  of  AIDS  patients.  "They  call  it  cau- 
tious. They'  re  looking  at  saving  money  instead  of 
saving  lives,"  he  said.  "We're  not  saying  they 
should  allow  our  doctors  to  run  loose  with  drugs; 
but  they  should  permit  our  doctors  to  administer 
similar  drug  trials  being  conducted  in  the  USA 


and  Europe." 

Their  petition  drive  is  gaining  some  powerful 
backers.  Ray  McAllister,  special  assistant  to  fed- 
eral energy  minister  Pat  Carney  (PC  —  Vancou- 
ver Centre),  said  Carney's  office  totally  backs  the 
Coalition  demands.  "That's  what  we've  been 
working  on  also,"  McAllister  said.  Provincially, 
Mary  Jones,  executive  assistant  to  MLA  Emery 
Barnes  (NDP  —  Vancouver  Centre)  told  TBP: 
"Emery  is  in  support  of  whatever  measures 
politically  or  morally  available  to  provide  the 
necessary  drug  therapy  to  these  BC  AIDS  pa- 
tients." 

PWAs  will  continue  pushing  supporters  for  sig- 
natures until  mid-June.  They  have  contacted 
more  than  1 50  gay  and  lesbian  organizations  ac- 
ross Canada  for  assistance  in  their  communities. 
"This  is  a  petition  drive  to  benefit  all 
Canadians,"  Jensen  said. 

If  Vancouver  is  any  indication  of  the  response 
from  the  public,  the  federal  government  will  get  a 
strong  indication  of  the  urgency  with  which  Can- 
adians view  AIDS  treatment.  Not  since  the  late 
70s  has  Vancouver  experienced  such  an  across- 
the-board  civic  consensus  on  a  gay  issue  —  and 
this  on  a  matter  many  thought  would  cripple  gay 
acceptance.  At  that  time  fundamentalist  Chris- 
tian groups  attempting  to  cash  in  on  the  ill-fated 
attempts  of  singer  Anita  Bryant  to  recind  gay 
rights  in  Florida  were  greeted  with  a  mobilization 
in  the  gay  community  that  increased  public  sup- 
port for  gays. 

Eight  years  have  changed  matters.  This  time 
around,  with  some  community  structures  in 
place,  straights  have  joined  the  rally.  People  such 
as  nurse  Cathy  Diedrich,  roommate  to  PWA 
Lawrence  Fisher,  have  taken  on  active  roles. 
Diedrich  is  spending  most  of  her  free  time  flogg- 
ing the  petition.  "More  can  be  done  to  help  the 
PWAs,' '  she  said. ' '  Every  citizen  has  a  right  to  the 
best  possible  health  care."  Asked  why  she's  do- 
ing it,  Deidrich  responded  "Because  I'm  heal- 
thy. It's  a  hazard  for  them  to  do  it;  besides  I'm 
meeting  a  lot  of  great  people." 

But  it's  the  PWAs  themselves  who  are  leading 
the  pack.  Groups  or  individuals  wanting  to  assist 
them  can  call  Warren  Jensen  at  (604)  68 1  -2789  or 
write  Persons  With  AIDS  Coalition,  Box  136, 
1215  Davie  St,  Vancouver  BC  V6E 1N4. 

Rob  Joyce  • 


You  can  help! 


You  can  add  your  name  to  the  PWA  Coalition  petition  by 
using  this  individual  petition  form.  Just  fill  in  your  name  and 
address  and  drop  it  into  the  mail  to  PWA  Coalition,  Box  136, 
1215  Davie  St,  Vancouver  BC  V6E  1N4.  (PS:  Why  not  make 
some  photocopies  and  give  them  to  your  friends?) 

I,  the  undersigned,  call  upon  the  Health  Protection  Branch  in 
Ottawa  to 

(1)  actively  cooperate  with  AIDS  care  doctors  to  write 
protocols  for  the  testing  of  new  drugs  for  AIDS; 

(2)  expedite  the  approval  of  these  protocols;  and 

(3)  release  on  compassionate  grounds  drugs  for  treating  AIDS 
when  protocol  studies  are  not  practical. 

Name  


Address 


Gay  profs  seek 
medical  benefits 
for  lovers 


WOLFVILLE,  NS  -  Two  gay  professors  at  Ac- 
adia University  are  launching  a  grievance  against 
the  administration  because  the  university's 
Board  of  Governors  (BOG)  has  refused  to  foot  the 
bill  for  medical  benefits  for  their  lovers. 

For  Mat  Hughes,  a  music  professor  at  Acadia 
for  more  than  15  years,  and  Beert  Verstraete,  a 
classics  professor  for  eight  years,  it  is  more  than 
bewildering  to  have  to  fight  for  benefits  that  have 
already  been  won. 

"Our  collective  agreement  states  there  shall  be 
no  discrimination  based  on  an  individual's  sexu- 
al orientation  and/or  discrimination  of  benefits,' ' 
says  Hughes.  "We  have  fought  to  have  benefits  in 
our  collective  agreement  and  now  we  have  to  fight 
for  them  again,"  he  says. 

The  benefits  package  is  made  up  of  several 
parts:  pension  benefits,  which  can  be  willed  to 
someone  else;  tuition  benefits,  an  internal  ad- 
ministration matter;  and  medical  benefits,  which 
involve  a  third  party,  the  insurance  company. 

After  a  year  of  informal  negotiations  with  the 
administration,  Hughes  and  Verstraete  received 
tuition  benefits  last  November,  but  the  question 
of  medical  benefits  is  not  yet  resolved  because  of 
the  third  party,  Maritime  Medical  Care  Inc. 

Dr  JM  Tillotson  is  the  chair  of  the  Group  In- 
surance Triannual  Review  Committee,  which  re- 
views the  university's  medical  plan.  He  says  Mar- 
itime Medical  Care  Inc  has  told  the  committee 
"both  verbally  and  in  writing  that  it  is  company 


policy  not  to  cover  the  partners  of  gays."  As  a 
compromise,  the  committee  offered  a  recom- 
mendation that  the  university  get  an  insurance 
company  other  than  Maritime  Medical  to  cover 
the  professors  and  their  lovers  and  that  the  uni- 
versity and  the  two  faculty  members  each  pay 
half  the  cost  of  this  additional  insurance. 

Both  the  BOG  and  the  two  gay  professors  had 
problems  with  this  suggestion.  Hughes  and  Ver- 
straete see  paying  a  higher  insurance  rate  as  dis- 
criminatory. Ron  MacDonald,  vice-president 
academic,  says  he  will  not  make  a  statement  until 
the  issue  is  settled.  He  says  that  the  BOG  has  not 
reached  any  decision  and  that  the  recommenda- 
tion from  the  review  committee  was  informally 
suggested. 

Hughes  and  Verstraete  have  met  with 
MacDonald,  hoping  to  resolve  the  issue  or  come 
to  some  compromise.  "There  was  no  attempt  to 
resolve  this  issue.  The  VP  academic  said  his 
hands  were  tied  and  he  could  not  change  the  BOG 
position,"  said  Hughes. 

Ralph  Stewart,  Acadia  faculty  association 
president,  doesn't  agree  that  medical  benefits  are 
entirely  a  human  rights  issue.  "It  is  possible  that 
the  BOG  and  Maritime  Medical  Care  Inc  have  ac- 
ted out  of  homophobia,  but  I'm  not  sure  that  is 
the  case,' '  says  Stewart.  He  says  the  BOG's  lack  of 
enthusiasm  for  the  committee's  recommenda- 
tion was  economic. 

But  Hughes  and  Verstraete  say  the  extra  costs 
are  minimal. 

Insurance  rates  for  a  single  person  are  eight 
dollars  a  month,  while  the  family  rate,  which  cov- 
ers dependants,  is  $20  a  month.  The  difference  is 
about  $100  for  each  academic  year. 

Elizabeth  Bos  ma  and  Stephen  Shay  • 


Sally  Ann  cans 
hate  literature 

A  Salvation  Army  officer  has  been  reprimanded 
for  distributing  homophobic  literature  at  Toron- 
to's Old  City  Hall,  the  site  of  a  number  of  busy 
courtrooms. 

Major  John  Wood  handed  out  articles  from 
The  New  American  magazine,  allegedly  to 
judges,  lawyers  and  other  workers  in  the  courts, 
along  with  the  Salvation  Army's  War  Cry. 

One  article,  entitled  "A  Doctor  Looks  at  Ho- 
mosexuality," states:  "The  homosexual  male 
seeks  someone  that  has  female  sexual  qualities, 
and  at  the  same  time  masculine  genitals. 

"This  sexual  desire  constitutes  the  first  great 
danger  of  the  homosexual  to  society.  Young  male 
children  have  the  characteristics  so  prized  by 
many  male  homosexuals." 

"Due  to  the  tremendous  increase  in  the  overt 
homosexual  population  and  because  the  young 
male  child  is  a  favoured  sexual  object  of  many 
homosexuals,  thousands  of  children  are  stolen 
from  parents  to  meet  the  sexual  needs  of  homo- 
sexuals," it  continues. 

The  other  article  distributed  by  Wood  carries 
the  advisory:  "Of  necessity,  some  of  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  this  interview . . .  touches  on  the 
thoroughly  repulsive  practices  of  homosexuals. 
We  are  sorry  to  have  to  publish  many  of  the  sor- 
did yet  pertinent  details ...  and  want  readers  to  be 
warned  of  their  presence." 

Colonel  Stanley  G  Walter,  Salvation  Army 
Chief  Secretary,  whose  office  places  him  second 
in  command  of  the  Army  in  Canada,  wrote  to 
Wood.  Walter  asked  Wood  to  stop  distributing 


the  material  because  of  complaints  from  some 
workers  at  Old  City  Hall. 

In  a  letter  to  Wood  dated  March  25, 1986  Wal- 
ter wrote: "..  .this  kind  of  material  is  bordering  on 
hate  literature,  and  is  certainly  out  of  order  for  dis- 
tribution by  a  Salvation  Army  officer  in  uniform." 

Walter  told  TBP  that,  while  homosexuality  is 
"destructive"  to  the  family  and  while  the  Salva- 
tion Army  wants  to  save  the '  'integrity"  of  family 
life,  the  articles  were  "too  vicious"  and  that  there 
are  other  ways  "to  get  your  point  across  without 
attacking." 

Major  Wood  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment. 

Lawyer  Charles  Barhydt,  who  complained  to 
the  Salvation  Army,  said  he  believes  Wood  "now 
calls  people  on  the  phone,  which  is  more  difficult  to 
trace."  Barnhydt  would  not  reveal  his  sources. 

Barhydt  said  Wood  is  just  as "  wingy  "  about  the 
death  penalty  and  nuclear  war  and  opined  that  the 
reason  Wood  was  not  dealt  with  more  severely  was 
that  "in  a  tunnel-like  way  he  has  done  some  good 
work"  for  the  Salvation  Army  in  the  courts. 

Neil  Webster,  director  of  the  Toronto  Bail  Pro- 
gramme at  Old  City  Hall,  received  the  literature 
and  called  his  brother,  who  works  for  the  Salva- 
tion Army.  His  brother  took  it  to  the  Army's 
Commission  on  Morals  and  Ethics. 

"I  highlighted  the  offensive  parts  in  pink," 
Webster  said.  The  articles  were  not  passed  by  the 
Commission  for  distribution  by  the  Salvation 
Army,  he  learned. 

No  one  interviewed  by  TBP  knew  how  Wood 
had  such  easy  access  to  judges  and  lawyers,  but 
Barhydt  said  Wood  is  a  fixture  at  Old  City  Hall 
and  he  "  probably  walked  up  and  just  handed  it  to 
them."  GrantRamsay  • 


14  •  THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  JUNE  1986 


Victory  near  in  Ontario 

Gay  rights  get  overwhelming  approval  from  legislative  committee 


The  Ontario  legislature's  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Administration  of  Justice  voted  May  6  to  add 
sexual  orientation  to  the  province's  human  rights 
law. 

The  committee  voted  8-2  to  adopt  a  set  of  am- 
endments to  Bill  7,  an  omnibus  housekeeping  bill 
intended  to  bring  Ontario  statutes  into  line  with 
the  Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms. 
The  amendments  which  would  add  sexual  orien- 
tation to  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code  were 
proposed  in  committee  by  MLA  Evelyn  Gigantes 
(NDP  —  Ottawa  Centre). 

While  final  passage  of  the  bill,  including  the 
changes  to  the  Code,  is  likely,  it  cannot  be  taken 
for  granted.  The  bill  must  return  for  final  approval 
to  the  house,  where  it  will  not  be  immune  to  dissec- 
tion by  MLAs  strongly  opposed  to  human  rights 
for  gays.  Bill  7  is  scheduled  to  go  back  to  the  leg- 
islature before  summer  recess,  around  the  middle 
ofJune. 


Earlier  on  May  6,  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario  (CGRO)  held  a  press  conference  at 
Queen's  Park  to  present  to  the  members  of  the  leg- 
islature a  brief  entitled  Discrimination  against 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men:  The  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Ommission.  Speaking  on  behalf  of 
CGRO  was  researcher  Christine  Bearchell.  "The 
Ontario  government's  omission  of  sexual  orien- 
tation from  Bill  7  is  a  disappointing  and  glaring 
one,' '  she  said.  "We  can  only  assume  that  it  means 
the  Liberals  are  in  favour  of  discrimination  of  les- 
bians and  gay  men." 

Bearchell  pointed  out  that  the  brief  is  the  fourth 
to  present  cases  of  discrimination  in  Ontario. 
(Earlier  briefs  were  presented  in  1975, 1978  and 
1981.)  She  concluded  her  remarks  by  urging  the 
Liberals  to  amend  Bill  7  or,  if  an  amendment  was 
to  be  proposed  by  the  standing  committee,  to  sup- 
port the  committee's  amendment. 

Attending  the  conference  with  CGRO  members 
Bearchell  and  Tom  Warner  was  MLA  Gigantes. 
Fielding  questions  about  her  proposed  amend- 
ment, Gigantes  stated,  "The  Legislature  should 
be  ready;  certainly  the  people  of  Ontario  are.' '  She 
concluded  that,  although  the  government  hasn't 
always  fully  understood  the  shift  in  public  opin- 
ion, this  is  changing. 


Gigantes: ' '  The  people  ...are  ready ' ' 


Just  before  the  standing  committee  reconvened 
later  that  afternoon  to  continue  its  clause-by- 
clause  consideration  of  Bill  7,  the  suspense  around 
possible  passage  of  Gigantes's  amendment  was 
evident:  press  crowded  around  non-voting  com- 
mittee chair  Andy  Brandt  (PC  —  Sarnia),  who 
spoke  freely  of  how  he  thought  others  might  vote. 
When  all  members  of  the  committee  had  arrived, 
Brandt  began  the  session  with  Gigantes's  amend- 
ment. After  stating  the  five  insertions  of  "sexual 
orientation,  after  the  word  sex"  in  the  appropriate 
clauses,  Gigantes  said,  "The  time  has  come  to 
amend  the  Code. 

' '  I  feel  that  the  public  of  Ontario  is  unhappy,' ' 
she  said,  because  of  possible  discrimination 
against  people  on  the  grounds  of  sexual  orienta- 
tion. She  also  recalled  the  federal  government's 
announced  opinion  that  the  Charter  includes  sex- 
ual orientation. 

Speaking  in  favour  of  the  amendment  were 
Susan  Fish  (PC  —  St  George) : "  My  hope  is  that 
it  will  round  out  the  Code;"  David  Warner  (NDP 
—  Scarbourgh-Ellesmere):  "Perhaps  common 
sense  and  justice  will  prevail  today;"  and  Claudio 
Polsinelli  (Lib — Yorkview)  who  now  understands 
that  the  amendment  is "  not  an  endorsement  of  a 
lifestyle,  just  a  basic  human  right.' ' 

The  only  question  came  from  Lawrence  South 
(Lib — Frontenac-Addington),  about  the  effect  of 
the  amendment  on  adoption  laws.  Attorney  gen- 
eral Ian  Scott,  who  is  responsible  for  Bill  7,  fielded 
the  question  by  stating  that  the  adoption  process 
"is  designed  to  decide  the  best  interest  of  chil- 
dren" and  that  Children's  Aid  Societies  will  be 
'  'applying  the  criteria  they  have  always  applied .' ' 

The  vote  was  then  taken:  eight  in  favour  (four 
Liberals,  two  PCs,  two  NDP)  and  two  opposed 
(both  PCs).  Well  over  half  the  room  burst  into  a 
hearty  round  of  applause;  the  feeling  could  be 
summed  up  in  one  word:  Finally!  The  only  two 
people  who  did  their  best  to  look  non-plussed  were 
the  dissenting  PC  MLAs:  Peter  Partington 
(Brock)  and  Nobel  Villenueve  (Stormont-Dun- 
das-Glengarry). 


The  victory  against  discrimination  is  not  as  final 
as  it  may  first  appear:  when  the  standing  commit- 
tee reports  back  to  the  legislature,  the  bill  may  be 
picked  apart  by  the  committee  of  the  Whole 
House  (meaning  the  full  legislature  of  125  mem- 
bers). Each  proposed  change  to  Ontario  law  — 
approximately  60  under  Bill  7  —  could  be  discus- 
sed and  voted  upon,  including  the  sexual  orien- 
tation amendment. 

CGRO,  which  has  exhaustively  lobbied  the  On- 
tario government  since  the  early  70s  and  deserves 
much  of  the  credit  for  the  May  6  amendment, 
views  this  recent  development  as  an  "interim  vic- 
tory" according  to  Christine  Bearchell.  Tom  War- 
ner echoes  her  caution,  warning,  "It's  not  over 
with  yet."  Indeed  it  isn't. 

Mike  Chemey,  assistant  to  the  attorney  general, 
was  cautious  in  speaking  for  Scott.  Asked  if  Scott 
would  speak  in  defence  of  the  sexual  orientation 
clause  if  it  should  come  before  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  Cherney  said  simply:  "No deci- 
sion has  been  made  on  a  hypothetical  situation." 

Scott  was  not  available  for  comment.  But,  in 
addressing  the  opening  session  of  the  standing 
committee  on  January  29, 1986,  he  stated:  "Bill 
7  is  concerned  only  with  discrimination  on  al- 


ready recognized  grounds  such  as  age,  sex,  marital 
status  and  disability."  This  exclusionary  state- 
ment is  now  being  clarified  by  Marilyn  Hood, 
Scott's  special  assistant  for  communications,  who 
says  that  the  opening  address  was '  'general "  in  its 
objective  and  that  Bill  7  was  "open  to  any  amend- 
ments.' '  Hood  said  that  the  Bill  could  not  be  voted 
on  clause  by  clause  because  it  is  an  omnibus  bill . 
Contradicting  this  last  statement  was  an  explana- 
tion of  procedure  from  a  table  clerk  from  the  of- 
fice of  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  who  said  that  a  bill 
(such  as  Bill  7)  can  be  voted  on  as  a  whole  or  be  ex- 
amined clause  by  clause. 

The  office  of  labour  minister  William  Wrye  also 
stopped  short  of  committing  itself  to  any  firm 
statement.  Karen  Bill,  communications  secretary^ 
said  she  thought  that  Wrye  "doesn't  have  any 
problems"  with  an  amendment  to  a  law  under  his 
ministry,  but  couldn't  speak  for  the  minister  (who 
was,  of  course,  unavailable).  Mordechai  Ben-Dat, 


an  assistant  to  Wrye,  responded  to  a  question  re- 
garding Liberal  attitude  toward  Bill  7  by  saying 
"you  can  draw  appropriate  conclusions"  in  light 
of  the  fact  that  all  four  Liberal  members  on  the 
standing  committee  voted  in  favour  of  the  bill.  He 
added  that  committee  proceedings  usually  reflect 
party  attitudes  and  that  party  strategies  are  often 
"worked  out  in  the  committee." 

Would  Labour  minister  Wrye  defend  the  sexual 
orientation  amendment  before  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  should  it  come  to  that?  A  hypo- 
thetical situation,  Ben-Dat  pointed  out.  It  ap- 
pears that  Wrye's  office,  like  Scott's,  doesn't  place 
much  stock  in  foresight. 

Bill  7  was  supposedly  designed  to  bring  Ontario 
law  in  line  with  the  equality  rights  provisions  of  the 
Canadian  Charter.  Whether  it  really  does  this  will 
be  decided  next  month .  Until  then ,  it  would  be  a 
good  idea  to  leave  the  cork  in  your  champagne 
bottle.  Andrew  Lesk* 


MEMORIAM 


Family.  Ron  Shearer  (r)  with  George  Hislop,  his  lover  of  more  than  27  years 


Ron  Shearer 

On  Friday,  April  18,  hundreds  gathered  in  Toron- 
to to  share  the  loss  of  Ron  Shearer,  who  had  died 
April  15  of  a  stroke  at  the  age  of  53.  David 
Hingsburger,  one  ofthe  eulogists  of  the  man  who 
had  been  George  Hislop' s  lover  for  almost  28 
years,  has  contributed  this  remembrance: 

When  thinking  of  Ron,  one  word — with  all  its 
implications  —  comes  to  mind:  family.  I  am 
afraid  of  that  word  because  there  are  those  who 
have  tried  to  make  it  part  of  their  political  plat- 
forms. But  the  word  keeps  coming  back  and  I 
think  about  Ron  and  his  family  in  all  its  contexts. 

Ron  believed  in  the  family  of  humankind.  He 
saw  himself  as  a  humanist.  He  could  not  under- 
stand prejudice.  How  could  we  treat  other  mem- 
bers ofthe  human  family  in  any  other  way  but  with 
respect  and  caring? 

Ron  also  believed  in  the  family  that  is  created 
by  membership  in  a  minority  group.  He  said  that 
his  major  contribution  to  the  larger  gay  family  was 
George  Hislop.  He  helped  make  it  possible  for 
George  to  do  the  work  that  had  to  be  done.  In  this 
case,  behind  one  great  man  stood  another. 

Of  course,  there  is  Ron's  family.  He  often  told 
wonderful  stories  about  growing  up.  He  was  proud 
of  his  name  and  worked  to  pass  it  on, 
unblemished. 

Finally,  there  was  the  family  he  created  at  home 


with  his  lover,  George.  Walking  into  their  apart- 
ment for  the  first  time,  we  understood  what  hearth 
and  home  meant.  Ron's  talent  as  an  artist  came 
forth  strongly  in  the  decor  he  created .  Every  crook 
and  corner  of  that  apartment  said  Ron  or  George. 
Everyone  feels  the  family  Ron  believed  in.  So  to 
those  who  believe  that,  by  his  existence,  Ron  was 
a  threat  to  the  family,  I  say:  you  are  wrong,  Ron 
wasn't  a  threat.  In  actuality,  he  exemplified 
family.* 


ONCE  UPON  ATIME 


Five  years  ago: 

May  30,  1981:In  Edmonton,  police  raid  the 
Pisces  Spa  and  charge  60  men  as  keepers  or  found- 
ins  in  a  common  bawdyhouse. 
June  16. 1981:In  Toronto,  police  raid  two  more 
bathhouses,  arresting  21  men. 

Ten  years  ago: 

May  22, 1976:In  Montreal,  police  raid  the  Club 
Baths  and  charge  27  men. 
June  11-13. 1976:  An  Ontario  NDP  convention 
in  Kingston,  Ont  calls  for  inclusion  of  sexual  or- 
ientation in  (he  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code;  this 
is  the  first  time  a  major  political  party  accepts  a 
demand  ofthe  gay  movement. 

Michael  Totzke* 
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CRTC  slams  radio  host 

Feds  say  anti-gay  remarks  show  'blatant  disregard  for  human  life' 


ST  CATHERINES  -  The  Canadian  Radio-Televi- 
sion and  Telecommunications  Commission 
(CRTC),  acting  on  a  complaint  from  Gay  Outreach 
(GO)  Niagara,  has  found  statements  about  AIDS 
by  CKTB  radio  phone-in  show  host  John  Michael 
to  be  an  irresponsible  use  of  the  public  airwaves. 

In  a  four-page  decision  released  April  4,  the 
federal  regulatory  agency  said  Michael's  on-air 
remarks  were  "a  blatant  expression  of  disregard 
for  human  life." 

The  commission  wishes  to  inform  CKTB  that 
the  broadcasting  of  such  statements  is  not  consid- 
ered responsible  use  of  the  public  airwaves,"  the 
decision  said. 

Investigating  GO  Niagara's  complaint  regar- 
ding the  February  4  edition  of  the  the  John 
Michael  Show,  the  CRTC  said  it  was  "especially 
troubled"  by  the  following  comments  by 
Michael:  "It's  inventory  time  and  we're  getting 
rid  of  all  the  gays... you  know  what  it  does  so 
don't  cry  when  you  got  it.  Go  in  a  corner  and  die 
because  I'm  not  interested."  Michael,  the  deci- 
sion said,  made  "repeated  references,  with  an  af- 
fected lisp,  to  the  closing  of  the  Welland  Canal, 
sailors  from  Montreal,  and  the  song  lyrics  'Blow 
the  man  down.' " 

"While  Mr  Michael  tried  to  justify  these  re- 
marks as  legitimate  jokes  the  commission  consid- 
ers them  little  more  than  gratuitous  attempts  at 
humour,  which  had  no  connection  to  the  pro- 
gramme's otherwise  serious  theme,"  the  decision 
said. 

The  locally  notorious  talk  show  host  often  ad- 
mits doing  little  or  no  research  before  his  daily 
three-and-a-half  hour  programmes,  during 
which  he  leafs  through  newspapers  and  calls  on 
his  listeners  ("the  family")  to  talk  about  what- 
ever is  on  their  minds.  Although  there  are  other 
documented  cases  of  his  homophobia,  Michael 
claims  he's  "not  against  homosexuals.  I'm  ag- 
ainst irresponsible  sexual  activities  that  are 
spreading  a  dread  disease."  He  told  the  Niagara 
Falls  Reviews:  "People  who  knowingly  spread 
disease  are  the  people  I  was  referring  to." 

The  popular  radio  host  based  the  AIDS-related 
show  on  a  newspaper  column  by  Dr  W  Gifford- 
Jones.  the  weekly  column,  syndicated  national- 
ly, appears  in  43  newspapers  across  Canada. 
"Gifford-Jones"  —  a  pseudonym  for  Toronto 
gynecologist  Kenneth  F  Walker  —  asserted  in  a 
column  published  in  early  February  that  people 
with  AIDS  suffer  from  a  self-inflicted  disease  and 
are  undeserving  of  society 's  sympathy  or  hospital 
care  (See  TBP,  April  1986). 

GO  Niagara  agressively  sought  support  in  the 
thick  of  the  formal  complaint  process.  CKTB  gen- 
eral manager  Patrick  Kiely  is  reported  to  have 
said  that  the  complaint  was  copied  "to  everyone 
but  God!" 

CBC  Radio's  Media  File  jumped  on  the  story 
first,  interviewing  the  complaint's  signatory, 
Warren  Hartman,  as  part  of  a  report  on  the  me- 
dia's handling  of  AIDS.  After  the  decision  was 
released  by  the  CRTC,  GO  Niagara  received 
much  regional  publicity. 

The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission 
(OHRC)  and  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission (CHRQ  both  said  they  don't  have  jurisdic- 
tion over  radio  programme  content.  While  CHRC 


officer  Marie  Wankam  expressed  hope  "that  ac- 
tion will  be  taken  to  ensure  that  remarks  of  this 
nature  will  be  eliminated  from  public  broadcas- 
ting," St  Catharine's  OHRC  officer  Len  Marino 
curtly  reminded  GO  Niagara  that  Ontario  law 
doesn't  protect  gays  against  discrimination. 

GO  Niagara  received  letters  of  encouragement, 
some  of  them  copied  to  the  CRTC  or  to  CKTB,  from 
the  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto,  the  Coalition  for 
Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  and  several  members  of  the 
provincial  and  federal  legislatures. 

While  pleased  that  Michael  may  think  twice 
before  again  lashing  out  at  persons  with  AIDS  or 
gays  in  general,  GO  Niagara  continues  to  press 


the  CRTC  to  put  more  teeth  into  the  Broadcasting 
Act.  In  a  letter  to  the  commission,  which  began 
considering  changes  to  broadcast  regulations  in 
May,  GO  Niagara  reminded  the  CRTC  of  the 
Michael  case. 

"We  are  not  quibbling  with  the  findings  of 
your  investigation,  given  your  current  mandate, 
but  we  feel  your  hands  were  tied  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent. Frankly,  if  'sexual  orientation'  or  even 
'state  of  health'  were  added  to  (the  regulations) 
Mr  Michael  could  have  been  even  more  severely 
reprimanded  than  he  was,"  the  letter  said. 

GO  Niagara  signatory  David  Coleman  quoted 
from  a  letter  received  from  justice  minister  John 
Crosbie  pertaining  to  the  federal  government's 
recent  report,  Toward  Equality:  "The  position 
of  the  Department  of  Justice  is  that  Section  15  (of 
the  Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms) 
already  encompasses  'sexual  orientation.'  " 

Kenn  Chaplin  • 


Lesbian  video  violated 

Customs  seizes  videotape  to  be  reviewed  by  TBP,  cites  bondage 


Canada  Customs  seized  an  explicit  lesbian  sex 
video  April  29  and  subsequently  prohibited  its  en- 
try into  the  country,  citing  a  Customs  Tariff  Act 
item  concerning  books,  videos,  films  and  maga- 
zines. The  tape,  containing  two  video  produc- 
tions, Private  Pleasures  and  Shadows,  was  held 
by  Customs  although  two  other  less  explicit  tapes, 
Fun  With  A  Sausage  and  L' Ingenue,  were  exam- 
ined and  passed. 


All  three  tapes  were  produced  by  Blush  Produc- 
tions of  San  Francisco,  an  affiliate  of  On  Our 
Backs,  a  lesbian  sex  magazine.  They  had  been  or- 
dered by  TBP  for  review. 

The  seizure  notice  sent  to  TBP  states  only  that 
the  tape  is  "prohibited  under  the  provisions  of 
Tariff  Item  99201-1  of  the  Customs  Tariff."  This 
section  is  a  broadly  defined  set  of  guidelines,  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  treasonable,  seditious 


Tied  up  In  Customs.  Lesbian  porn  stars  Caerage  and  Terri,  who  appear  in  seized  erotica 


or  obscene  material  and  hate  literature  into  Can- 
ada. According  to  an  Interim  Memorandum  from 
Revenue  Canada,  the  interpretation  of  obscenity 
for  the  purposes  of  prohibition  includes  "undue 
exploitation  of  sex,"  "  sex  with  violence,  submis- 
sion or  coercion,"  the  "depiction  of  bondage" 
and  "the  use  of  artificial  phalluses  or  restraints  of 
any  type."  These  particular  measures  are  due  to 
expire  June  30, 1986. 

Private  Pleasures  combines  two  sex  scenes, 
using  a  video  within  a  video.  The  woman  mastur- 
bates in  bed  while  watching  a  video  of  two  other 
women  seducing  and  fucking  each  other  in  a  pent- 
house apartment.  It  is  a  slickly  produced  tape  with 
a  commercial  influence,  but  the  performances  of 
all  three  women  are  convincing  and  uninhibited. 
The  lesbian  couple  do  a  sustained  fisting  scene  to- 
gether and  play  with  wisps  of  whipped  cream  and 
a  gold-tipped  dildo.  Shadows  features  the  same 
couple,  this  time  having  sex  in  a  well-equipped 
basement  dungeon.  The  lighting,  editing  and  pro- 
duction qualities  of  this  tape  give  it  more  of  a 
"home  movie"  feel  as  the  couple  move  through 
bondage,  whipping  and  more  explicit  fucking, 
using  a  strap-on  dildo  and  a  leather  sling. 

When  TBP  reporters  went  to  Canada  Customs 
offices  to  claim  the  tapes,  they  were  told  by  one  of- 
ficial that  material  from  the  state  of  California  is 
routinely  opened  for  inspection  in  order  to  prevent 
the  importation  of "  pornography  and  those  (sex) 
toys." 

TBP  intends  to  pursue  an  appeal  of  the  seizure 
of  Private  Pleasures  and  Shadows.  The  first  step 
in  the  appeal  process  is  a  re-examination  of  the 
material  by  a  customs  appraiser  in  Toronto.  If  nec- 
essary, the  second  step  is  an  appeal  to  the  Depu- 
ty Minister  of  National  Revenue  for  Customs  and 
Excise  in  Ottawa. 

Canada  Customs  has  not  officially  revealed  the 
reasons  why  the  tape  was  prohibited,  except  to  cite 
the  tariff  item  under  which  it  was  seized.  A  repre- 
sentative of  Canada  Customs,  however,  unoffi- 
cially confirmed  that  the  video  had  been  seized  be- 
cause of  the  inclusion  of  images  of  bondage. 

Anna  Marie  Smith* 

Keep  up  the  fight 
MP  Robinson  tells 
small-town  gays 

VICTORIA  —  Fifty  people  from  as  far  away  as 
Port  Hardy,  Ucluelet  and  Nelson  —  all  in  British 
Columbia  —  braved  Easter  holiday  traffic  to  at- 
tend a  conference  May  28-30  at  the  University  of 
Victoria  hosted  by  the  Island  Gay  Society  and  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Organization  of  the  university. 

Conference  organizers  chose  topics  of  interest 
to  people  in  small  centres:  gay  and  lesbian  history 
in  BC;  gays  and  the  law;  gay  and  lesbian  teachers 
and  students;  gay  youth;  and  violence  against 
gays.  The  workshop  on  the  last  subject  ended 
with  the  reading  of  a  poem  in  memory  of  Bill 
Kains,  who  was  murdered  in  Vancouver  last 
August  by  a  17-year-old  (See  "An  isolated  inci- 
dent," TBP,  February  1986). 

Burnaby  MP  Svend  Robinson  spoke  on  the  re- 
cent report  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  Equality 
Rights,  Equality  For  All,  and  the  government's 
response  to  it.  Robinson  warned  that  the  fight  for 
human  rights  for  gays  and  lesbians  in  Canada 
was  far  from  won .  Sam  A  rcher  # 
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Trade-off  mars  AIDS  report 

Bar  association  report  pits  at-risk  groups  against  health  &  insurance  establishments 


A  committee  formed  by  the  Ontario  division  of  the 
Canadian  Bar  Association  (CBA)  several  months 
ago  to  examine  the  legal  implication  of  AIDS 
plunked  its  report  onto  the  public  agenda  April 
25.  Lucidly,  these  recommendations  do  not  auto- 
matically become  public  policy. 

There  are  certainly  things  to  cheer  about  in  the 
report.  If  the  group  of  lawyers  had  its  way,  anyone 
could  take  the  HTLV-3/LAV  antibody  test  anony- 
mously, gay  men  with  AIDS  could  more  easily  des- 
ignate their  lovers  to  make  medical  decisions  for 

The  worst  possible 
scenario  for  the  gay 
community  would 
involve  the 
implementation  of  a 
few  key,  and 
very  had, 

recommendations, 
with  the  much  better 
stuff  left  behind 
and  forgotten 

them,  panic-stricken  and  misinformed  parents 
would  not  go  on  witchhunts  of  infected  school 
children,  there  would  finally  be  adequate  funding 
of  AIDS  prevention  campaigns,  sexual  orientation 
would  be  included  in  human  rights  laws  and  we 
wouldn't  even  think  of  possibly  testing  heterosex- 
ual couples  for  antibody  before  issuing  marriage 
licenses. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  potential  for  selective 
quarantine  (which  already  exists  in  Ontario  law) 
would  be  more  easily  invoked  by  your  local  med- 
ical officer  of  health,  public  health  officials  would 
go  chasing  after  the  sexual  contacts  of  people  with 
positive  antibody  tests,  insurance  companies 
would  politely  refine  their  use  of  the  antibody  test 
and  Canadian  embassies  around  the  world  would 
draw  blood  samples  from  individuals  who  apply 
to  immigrate  to  this  country. 

The  24  recommendations  are  a  stereotypical 
Canadian  compromise.  Played  off  against  each 
other  are  the  interests  of  various  establishments  — 
health  officials  and  insurance  companies,  for  ex- 
ample —  and  the  interests  of  those  who  would  be 
most  personally  affected  —  people  with  AIDS  or 
related  illness  and  healthy  people  who  belong  to  at- 
risk  groups.  The  worst  possible  scenario,  for  the  gay 
community,  would  involve  the  implementation  of 
a  few  key,  and  very  bad,  recommendations,  with 
the  much  better  stuff  left  behind  and  forgotten. 

The  AIDS  report  became  official  policy  of  the 
Bar  Association's  Ontario  division  April  25  and 
was  then  forwarded  to  the  national  association  for 
consideration.  The  commmittee  looked  at  recom- 
mendations in  several  areas:  testing  for  antibody 
to  the  virus,  reporting  the  test  results,  "protecting 
the  public,"  and  "protecting  individual  rights." 

Those  subject  areas  point  to  two  basic  faults  of 
the  committee's  investigation.  There  was  a  huge 
amount  of  deliberation  about  testing  for  antibody 
which,  although  an  important  issue,  should  not 
be  the  main  focus  of  the  AIDS  debate.  As  well,  the 


committee  struck  out  on  the  premise  that  there  is 
a  great  conflict  between  the  interests  of  public 
health  and  the  interests  of  individuals.  It's  a  nice 
way  of  saying  queers,  who  are  the  most  likely  Can- 
adians to  get  AIDS,  have  some  rights,  but  the  pub- 
lic should  also  have  rights  to  protect  themselves 
from  the  queers.  That's  why  sexual  orientation 
shoud  be  put  in  human  rights  laws,  but  it's  also 
why  we  should  give  medical  authorities  the  right 
to  detain  you  for  up  to  four  months  if  you  don't 
behave "  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  expose  anoth- 
er person  to  infection." 

The  committee  didn't  seem  to  understand  that 
it's  very  difficult  to  have  effective  public  health  pol- 
icy when  you  infringe  on  individual  rights  —  es- 
pecially with  AIDS,  which  affects  marginalized 
groups.  If  you  scare  off  the  homos  with,  say,  a 
threat  of  quarantine,  then  they're  not  going  to  line 
up  to  cooperate  with  health  officials. 

The  following  are  most  of  the  committee's 
recommendations: 

•  The  antibody  test  should  be  compulsory/or 
donations  of  blood,  organs,  tissue  and  semen 
(for  artificial  insemination).  This  is  not  an  as- 
tounding recommendation  —  where  questions 
arise  it  is  over  who  gets  to  see  these  test  results. 

•Immigrants  to  Canada  should  be  tested  for  an- 
tibody. A  strong  candidate  for  the  most  ludicrous 
recommendation.  Right  now,  people  with  AIDS  are 
not  allowed  to  immigrate  to  Canada  because  of  a 
general  rule  that  excludes  individuals  who  are  likely 
to  be  a  cost  to  the  taxpayer  because  of  health  or 
other  social  benefits.  People  with  AIDS-related  ill- 
ness are  currently  asked  to  wait  five  years  to  see  if 
they'll  develop  AIDS  and  people  with  antibody  are 
allowed  to  immigrate  (although  their  test  result  is 
taken  into  account  with  all  the  standard  factors). 
Blood  tests  are  not  required  before  immigrating. 

The  committee  thought  it  would  be  too  gener- 
ous to  allow  people  with  antibody  to  slip  through 
the  system.  "Given  that  the  opportunity  to  immi- 
grate to  Canada  is  a  privilege  and  not  a  right,  given 
that  it  is  a  legitimate  criterion  for  immigration  that 
the  individual  be  reasonably  expected  to  contrib- 
ute to  Canadian  society,  and  given  that  individuals 
who  are  HTLV-3  antibody  positive  have  a  five  per- 
cent to  thirty  percent  chance  of  developing  AIDS, 
thereby  imposing  significant  costs  on  our  health 
care  systems,  there  are  very  good  arguments  in  fa- 
vour of  requiring  testing  of  potential  immigrants." 
And  Canadian  embassies  would  set  up  testing 
facilities. 

It's  not  likely  the  federal  government  will  do  this 
—  they  developed  their  current  policy  several 
months  ago  and  seem  satisfied  with  it. 

•A  ntibody  testing  should  not  be  compulsory 
for  prison  inmates,  hospital  patients,  psychiatric 
institution  patients,  armed  forces  personnel,  vis- 
itors to  Canda,  as  a  condition  to  employment,  or 
as  a  condition  to  getting  married.  When  a  medical 
test  exists,  there's  a  potential  for  its  abuse  in  all 
these  situations  and  this  is,  therefore,  one  of  the 
committee's  better  recommendations. 

On  the  issue  of  prisons,  however,  the  commit- 
tee failed  to  recommend  that  condoms  be  made 
available  to  inmates.  There  was  no  questioning  in 
the  report  of  theexcuses given  by  prison  authori- 
ties. Prison  bosses  say  condoms  condone  sexual 
activity  among  prisoners  (better  that  they  spread 
disease  than  have  them  think  they're  allowed  to  get 


away  with  sex),  would  be  used  "for  elecit  purposes 
mosdy  related  to  drug  abuse"  (presumable  smug- 
gling drugs  up  the  ass,  though  the  report  isn't  clear 
about  this)  and  might  be  used  as  weapons  (again 
they  don' t  say  how) .  Given  these  reasons  for  pre- 
venting AIDS  prevention  in  Canadian  prisons, 
let' s  all  hope  we  don' t  get  the  same  rate  of  illness 
as  have  prisons  in  some  other  countries. 

•Anonymous  testing  sites  should  exist.  "We 
were  persuaded  by  the  evidence  presented  to  us," 
the  lawyers  wrote,  "that  there  are  a  certain  num- 
ber of  individuals  in  the  at-risk  community  who  are 
so  distrustful  of  government  and  of  the  health  care 
profession  that  even  given  all  the  assurances  which 
could  reasonably  be  given  with  respect  to  confiden- 
tiality of  the  result,  would  not  come  forward  to  be 
tested  even  though  they  so  desired,  for  fear  that  their 
privacy  would  not  be  respected."  Damn  right:  a 
government  list  of  people  with  antibody,  most  of 
whom  would  be  gay,  is  a  scary  thought. 

•For  those  who  get  tested  elsewhere,  their  re- 
sults should  continue  to  be  reportable  to  health 
departments.  This  is  what  happens,  in  Ontario 
and  Nova  Scotia  at  least,  with  test  results.  In  On- 
tario, it  isn't  yet  clear  how  the  policy  of  reportabili- 
ty  is  going  to  be  carried  out,  because  it's  to  be  im- 
plemented by  each  health  unit  (there  are  almost 
50  of  them  in  the  province)  as  they  see  fit.  Most  of- 
ten, it  seems,  the  health  department  will  contact 
a  physician  who  has  done  the  test  and  ask  if 
they've  counselled  the  individual  about  AIDS  pre- 
vention. If  the  doctor's  a  real  turkey  (he  or  she 
can't  do  the  counselling  or,  more  commonly, 
doesn't  want  to),  the  health  department  will  step 
in  (by  sending  a  nurse  to  visit  you).  Most  health 
departments  will  not  necessarily  want  your  name 
unless  they  feel  they  have  to  step  in.  There  is,  of 
course,  no  guarantee  that  they  won't  ask  for  your 
name  or  that,  if  they  don't  want  your  name  now, 
they  won't  succumb  to  political  pressure  and  ask 
for  it  in  the  future. 

In  many  places,  this  shouldn't  be  a  problem, 
but  gay  men  are  left  to  guess  how  much  they  trust 
their  local  health  departments. 

The  very  sticky  issue,  though,  is  called  contact 
tracing. 

•A  system  of  contact  tracing  should  be  insti- 
tuted. This  means,  quite  simply,  that  if  you  have 
a  positive  antibody  test  or  an  actual  illness,  some- 
one would  inform  your  sexual  contacts  and  en- 
courage them  to  get  tested. 

It's  an  issue  that  health  officials  in  this  coun- 
try have  been  grappling  with  for  several  months 
and  there's  no  real  consensus  on  what  to  do.  What 
do  you  tell  someone  who  has  simply  been  expos- 
ed to  the  AIDS  virus?  They  can't  just  get  a  shot  of 
penicillin.  What  kind  of  facilities  are  there  to  han- 
dle the  resulting  emotional  reaction?  Underfund- 
ed community  AIDS  organizations  will  probably 
have  a  substantially  increased  workload. 

And  will  it  work?  A  recent  national  meeting  of 
urban  medical  officers  of  health  could  not  reach 
a  consensus  and  it's  surprising  the  lawyers'  group 
could. 

The  bar  association  committee  says  doctors  m 
private  practice  should  be  the  ones  informing  sex- 
ual contacts  of  anti-body  positive  individuals.  This 
method  would  not  require  personal  information 
(like  sexual  orientation  or  history  ofdnuj  use)  to 
go  to  the  local  health  department.  If  the  physician 


is  unable  or  unwilling  to  do  the  contact  tracing, 
which  will  be  the  case  much  of  the  time,  she  or  he 
can  hand  it  over  to  the  medical  officer  of  health. 

The  bar  association,  like  many  health  officials, 
realize  that  contact  tracing  will  probably  be  more 
effective  among  people  who  are  at  low  risk  of  de- 
veloping AIDS — like  the  housewife  who  doesn't 
know  she  has  a  bisexual  husband.  This,  of  course, 
begs  the  next  question:  how  can  you  avoid  scaring 
off  closeted  men  when  they  know  their  spouses 
could  find  out  their  most  closely  guarded  secret? 
Why  should  they  get  tested  in  such  circumstances? 

Also,  how  do  you  step  into  someone's  life,  dis- 

*  *  Excuse  me,  Mrs 
Jones,  your  husband 
has  been  infected 
with  the  AIDS  virus; 
we  suggest  you  use 
condoms  and  see 
your  doctor.  Have  a 
nice  day." 

rupt  it,  give  medical  advice  and  then  walk  away? 
"Excuse  me,  Mrs  Jones,  your  husband  has  been 
infected  with  the  AIDS  virus;  we  suggest  you  use 
condoms  and  see  your  doctor.  Have  a  nice  day." 
Who's  going  to  help  out  then! 

AIDS  should  be  made  a  virulent  disease.  In  lay 
terms,  this  means  "quarantine  if  necessary,  but 
not  necessarily  quarantine." 

continued  on  page  19 


NETWORK 


UPDATE 

Network  is  The  Body  Politic 's  listing 
of  community  groups  and  services  of  interest  to 
lesbians  and  gay  men  throughout  Canada,  publish- 
ed every  second  month.  In  other  months,  to  keep 
you  up-to-date,  we  publish  this  digest  of  correc- 
tions and  additions.  To  list  your  group,  write:  Net- 
work, The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  StnA.  Toronto 
0NM5W1X9. 


•.k«  1  IB  1VO.  858-1013 

(GAYLINE). 


NEWFOUNDLAND 

II 1  EPHONI    \KI  \  I  "I>1     '"" 
Gay  Association  in  New- 
foundland (GAIN).  Bo\  1364, 
Sm  CSt  John's,  A1C5N5. 
739-7975 
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Toronto 

FACT  Toronto  Box882,  Sin 
F,M4\  2N9  59M433 

Sexual  Compusives 
Anonymous  (SCA).  Bi'v  1 1 10, 

\u\  in 


0    U     I-     B     I 


iiiii'miisi  \m  \<  nofSt  \k> 
Trois  Rivieres 

Gay-Ami.  OM6ll.(W\  SMI 
r  10771. 


NI-W  BRUNSWICK 

n  1 1  i'iiiisi    \ki  \  (  < >ni    sot 

Moncton 

Gait  ft  Lribir nne\  df  Mont 
ton/Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Moiscton.  Box  7102.  Hurt 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 
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Kelowna 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous. 
Support  gMuponls  tail 
James  NHt22.n*4fll 
Okanogan  Gay  Orjanita- 
tion.  Bov  "Ml.  Sin  V 
\l>  T4  Mulual  support  and 
social  rsrnts  (  'ontact  through 
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The  only 

AIDS  VACCINE 

available  right 

now 
is  at  your 

drugstore. 

You  can  write  your 

own  prescription  for  it. 

And  it  can  cost 

less  than  50<t  a  shot. 


It's  called  a  condom. 


The  virus  that  triggers  AIDS  is  carried  in  cum 
and  can  get  in  through  the  ass. 

But  tests  have  shown  that,  used  properly  with 
a  water-soluble  lubricant,  a  condom  can  stop  the 
virus  from  getting  in. 

The  prescription?  Just 
read  the  directions  and 
take  one  before  sex,  with 
plenty  of  water-soluble 
lubricant. 

So  far  there  is  no  real  vaccine  to 
prevent  AIDS.  Condoms  are  the  only  protec- 
tion we  have.  Doesn't  it  make  sense  to  protect 
yourself  and  others? 
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continued  from  page  17 

Under  Ontario's  Health  Protection  and  Pro- 
motion Act,  AIDS  is  a  reportable  disease.  This  le- 
gal classification  gives  fairly  broad  powers  to 
each  medical  officer  of  health.  Fines  can  be  impo- 
sed on  physicians  who  fail  to  report  requested  in- 
formation about  patients,  the  medical  officer  of 
health  can  order  a  person  to  "conduct  himself  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  not  expose  another  person  to 
infection,"  can  order  an  individual  to  submit  to 
medical  tests,  can  close  or  tear  down  buildings 
(bathhouses,  for  example)  and  can  tell  a  person 
to  remain  "in  isolation  from  other  persons." 

As  it  stands  now,  if  a  person  violates  the  last 
order,  they  can  be  forcibly  detained  in  hospital 
for  up  to  four  months  (although  subsequent  court 

"We  have  witnessed 
a  number  of 
pamphlets  linking 
AIDS  with 
homosexuality — 
pamphlets  that  could 
only  be  described  as 
hate  literature 
directed  against 
homosexuals  " 

orders  could  extend  this  period  indefinitely). 

"Were  AIDS  to  be  classified  as  a  virulent  dis- 
ease," as  the  lawyers  put  it,  "it  would  not  only  be 
the  breach  of  an  isolation  order  that  would  trigger 
these  broad  powers;  breach  of  an  order  to  submit 
to  a  medical  examination,  to  place  oneself  under 
the  care  of  a  physician,  or  to  conduct  oneself  in  a 
manner  so  as  not  to  expose  others  to  infection, 
would  authorize  the  medical  officer  of  health  to 
apply  to  the  courts' '  for  the  individual  to  be  taken 
into  custody. 

"We  are  advised  that  such  a  classification  has 
been  considered  by  the  government  and  will  be  ef- 
fected if  and  when  circumstances  present  them- 
selves requiring  such  broad  powers.  We  are  grati- 
fied in  the  knowledge  that,  to  date,  it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  invoke  such  powers,  but  we  recom- 
end,  nonetheless,  that  the  classification  be  effected 
(to  make  AIDS  a  virulent  disease).  If  this  were 
done,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  public  health  is  well 
protected.." 

•  Federal  and  provincial  human  rights 
legislation  should  include  sexual  orientation. 
"We  would  not  have  raised  the  issue  at  all,"  the 
lawyers  said,  "except  for  the  fact  that  we  have 
heard  credible  evidence  that  discrimination 
against  homosexuals  has  escalated  due  to  the 
public's  perception  that  homosexual  men  are  a 
high-risk  group  in  relation  to  AIDS.  We  have  also 
witnessed  a  number  of  pamphlets  linking  AIDS 
with  homosexuality  —  pamphlets  that  could  on- 
ly be  described  as  hate  literature  directed  against 
homosexuals." 

•  People  in  hospital  should  be  allowed  to 
designate  anyone  they  wish  to  make  medical  de- 
cisions on  their  behalf,  and  anyone  they  wish  to 
have  visiting  rights.  This  is  an  important  matter 
for  many  gay  men  who  have  AIDS.  Even  though 
they  may  give  their  lover  a  power  of  attorney  to 
make  decisions  on  their  behalf,  Ontario's  Public 
Hospitals  Act  only  allows  a  spouse,  parent,  guar- 
dian or  next-of-kin  to  consent  to  treatment  if  the 
patient  can't  "by  reason  of  mental  or  physical 


disability." 

There  have  been  several  instances  where  hospi- 
tals have  ignored  the  power  of  attorney  and,  where 
the  relationship  between  the  patient's  lover  and 
family  have  been  strained,  the  family  has  made  de- 
cisions that  the  patient  would  not  have  liked.  This 
has  included  saving  the  person's  life  for  a  few  more 
hours,  when  they've  told  their  lover  that  the  doc- 
tors should  let  them  die  naturally,  and  letting  the 
patient  die  when  they've  wanted  to  be  saved. 

The  lawyers  agree  that  an  ill  person  should  give 
the  decision-making  power  to  whomever  they 
want. 

There  have  also  been  problems  with  visiting 
rights — a  family  comes  along  when  their  gay  rel- 
ative is  ill,  can't  handle  the  homosexuality  very 
well  and  banishes  the  lover  and  gay  friends  from 
the  hospital  ward.  Again,  the  lawyers  think  the 
person  with  AIDS  should  have  a  say  in  this. 

•  Students  or  school  employees  should  not 
be  barred  because  they  have  antibody  to  the 
AIDS  virus.  A  common  sense  recommendation, 
already  government  policy  in  Ontario  and  many 
North  American  jurisdictions.  The  lawyers  also 
say  school  officials  don't  have  the  right  to  the  pri- 
vate medical  information  of  anyone  who  might 
have  antibody. 

•  Insurance  companies  should  continue  to 
test  applicants  for  antibody.  The  committee  says 
a  more  explicit  consent  should  be  given  by  appli- 
cants before  the  insurance  companies  go  rooting 
through  their  medical  files  or  demand  a  blood 
test.  The  lawyers  say  antibody-positivity  is  an  un- 
insurable risk  and  that,  if  you  have  a  positive  test 
result,  you  should  be  granted  limited  coverage — 
if  you  die  or  are  disabled,  the  insurance  company 
would  pay  out  only  if  you  didn't  die  of  AIDS  or 
related  illness. 

It  isn't  clear  what  will  happen  to  these  reccom- 
mendations,  but  it  is  obvious  from  reading  their 
report  that  these  lawyers  went  not  only  through  a 


You  can  get  more  information  and  advice  about  AIDS  by  calling  the  following  community  sources: 

St  John's:  AIDS  Information  Committee,  c/oWally  Upward (709)579-6143 

Halifax:  Metro  Area  Committee  on  AIDS,  c/oGayline (902)423-1389 

Montreal:  AIDS  Resource  Committee/ Association  des  ressources  montrealaises  sur 

leSIDA (514)933-2395 

ComiteSIDA  aide  Montreal (514)282-9888 

Ottawa:  AIDS  Committee  of  Ottawa,  c/oGayline (613)238-1717 

Toronto:  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto (416)926-1626 

AIDS  Information  Line,  for  a  recorded  message (416)924-5200 

Kitchener/Waterloo:  AIDS  Committee  of  Cambridge-Kitchener- Waterloo,  c/o  Bill 

Allen (519)749-0977 

London:  AIDS  Committee  of  London,  c/o  Richard  Hudler (519)663-2069 

Windsor:  AIDS  Committee  of  Windsor (519)256-4244 

Thunder  Bay:  AIDS  Committee  of  Thunder  Bay (807)345-8011 

Regina:  AIDS  Regina (306)522-4522 

Edmonton:  Edmonton  AIDS  Network (403)426-1516 

Calgary:  AIDS  Calgary (403)228-2437 

Vancouver:  AIDS  Vancouver (604)687-2437 

Victoria:  AIDS  Vancouver  Island (604)384-4554 


crash  course  on  AIDS,  but  also  a  crash  course  on 
gay  people.  It  points  to  the  fact  that  there  aren't 
very  many  real  experts  in  this  country  —  those 
who  have  the  medical  knowledge  often  lack  an 
understanding  of  the  real  effects  their  decisions 
will  have  on  specific  communities. 

It  is  up  to  us  to  get  into  the  system  and  make 
sure  decisions  aren't  going  to  screw  up  the  lives  of 
gay  people  and  make  sure  that  attempts  to  stem 
the  AIDS  crisis  are  realisitic  and  workable. 

Kevin  On  • 


RESOURCES 


The  current  issue  of  Men 's  Health,  a  twice-yearly 
off-shoot  of  Prevention  magazine,  contains  a 
somewhat  useful  consumer's  guide  to  condoms. 
Although  the  article  is  written  for  heterosexuals, 
some  of  the  information  provided,  such  as  the  list 
of  hints  on  effective  condom  use,  can't  help  but 


be  useful  to  gay  men.  It'll  be  on  the  magazine 
racks  until  July  15  and  sells  for  $2.95. 

• 
The  National  Advisory  Committee  on  AIDS  has 
published  guidelines  for  those  who  live  with  peo- 
ple infected  with  HTLV-3/LAV,  including  people 
with  AIDS. 

Most  of  the  measures  suggested  by  the  com- 
mittee are  just  common-sense  household  hygiene 
measures.  Living  with  an  infected  person  doesn't 
pose  any  serious  problems. 

"Guidelines  for  Household  Contacts  of 
HTLV-3/LAV-reactive  Persons  and  AIDS  pa- 
tients" is  free  from  the  National  AIDS  Centre, 
Laboratory  Centre  for  Disease  Control,  Health 
&  Welfare  Canada,  Ottawa  K1A  0L2. 


NUMBERS 


As  of  May  5,  the  Laboratory  Centre  for  Disease 
Control  (LCDC)  in  Ottawa  had  recorded  a  total  of 
529  adult  cases  of  Acquired  Immunodeficiency 
Syndrome  (AIDS)  in  Canada.  This  compares  with 
a  total  of  507  cases  this  past  April  7  a  total  of  212 
cases  one  year  ago. 

LCDC  figures  may  lag  behind  provincial  statis- 
tics because  of  delays  in  diagnosis  and  reporting. 

The  current  Canadian  adult  total  of  529  cases 
breaks  down  as  follows: 


Total 

Gay  or 

bisexual 

Cases 

Living 

Canada 

529 

435 

238 

ON 

221 

208 

115 

QC 

157 

88 

47 

BC 

112 

105 

57 

AB 

26 

24 

12 

NS 

6 

5 

3 

SK 

4 

4 

3 

MB 

1 

1 

1 

NB 

2 

0 

0 

No  cases  are  reported  in  Newfoundland.  Prince 
Edward  Island  or  the  Territories. 


QUOTE  OF  THE  MONTH 


'  'Every  baby  that  contacts  AIDS  through  a  blood 
transfusion,  etc  can  thank  the  homosexual  com- 
munity for  his  death.  Likewise,  mvr  innocent  in- 
dividual who  recenvs  contaminated  blood  while 
undergoing  surgery  can  thank  thehomo*t\uji 
communityfor  his  death."  —  Evangelist  Jimnn 
Swaggart  in  the  April  issue  of  The  Canadian 
Evangelist.* 
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IN  MEMORIAM 


Jim  Black  died  May  9.  just  a  month  short  of  his  38th  birthday. 

He  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  first  people  with  AIDS  in  Canada 
to  go  public,  to  put  a  human  face  on  the  disease,  to  help  defuse  some  of  its 
mystery  and  terror. 

The  film  No  Sad  Songs,  which  featured  Jim,  took  its  title  from  the 
epitaph  he  choose  for  himself:  "Sing  no  sad  songs  for  me,  for  I  have  found 
myself." 

As  appropriate  were  the  final  words  from  an  interview  he  gave  TBP  last 
summer:  "Don't  give  up.  Hope  is  important.  If  nothing  else,  I  want  to 
leave  hope. ' '  Gerald Hannon  • 


RESEARCH 


Two  small  studies  reported  in  the  British  medical 
journal  The  Lancet  have  detected  small  amounts 
of  the  AIDS-linked  virus,  LAV/HTLV-3,  in 
women's  genital  secretions.  The  find  is  signifi- 
cant because  until  now  it  has  not  been  understood 
whether  or  how  the  virus  could  be  transmitted 
from  women  to  men  during  sexual  activity. 

A  Massachusetts  study  examined  14  women, 
all  of  whom  showed  AIDS  virus  antibodies  in 
their  blood  and  histories  of  intravenous  drug 
abuse.  Seven  of  the  women  were  found  to  have 
the  virus  in  their  blood  and  four  of  them  also  car- 
ried it  in  their  genital  secretions. 

And  a  California  study  found  the  virus  in  the 
genital  secretions  of  four  out  of  eight  women,  all 


of  whom  carried  virus  anti-bodies  in  their  blood. 
Since  it  is  now  generally  believed  that  the  virus 
must  pass  directly  into  the  blood  to  trigger  AIDS, 
the  presence  of  the  virus  in  female  genital  fluids 
would  present  a  risk  only  to  men  with  open  cuts 
or  other  lesions  in  the  genital  area. 


THE  TEST 


A  new  test  for  the  detection  of  AIDS  virus  anti- 
bodies has  been  developed  by  a  Quebec  com- 
pany. The  company  claims  the  test  is  faster, 
cheaper  and  more  accurate  than  the  ELISA  tests 
now  in  use. 

The  Institut  Armand  Frappier  says  the  new 
test  yields  significantly  fewer  false  positive 
readings  than  ELISA  tests.  The  Frappier  test  is 
one  of  a  number  of  so-called  "second  genera- 
tion" tests,  most  of  which  are  being  developed  in 
the  United  States. 

Most  AIDS  organizations  have  advised  against 
antibody  tests  because  they  are  seriously  inaccur- 
ate, because  the  significance  of  having  antibodies 
is  not  known  and  because  anonymous  testing  is 
rarely  possible. 


EXPERIENCE  THE  WELD 

Or  the  tame.  From  bicycle  day  tours  in  the  city 
to  white-water  canoeing,  skydiving, 
hiking  and  horse  back  riding... 
The  Out  and  Out  alternative  - 
get  involved. 


PHONE  927-0970 


TViftyou  stiff  need  me .... 
'Will  you  stittfeedme ... 

MCC  Toronto  wants  to  build  the  first  senior's  complex 
in  Canada  for  Gays  and  Lesbians.  You  can  help. 

Call  690-2133 


Sfhrc  the-- 
\ision 


^Dctreto 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Toronto 

2029  Gcrrard  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario 
M4E  2B3 
(416)  690-2133 


PRINSTERN 

ACRES 

GUESTHOUSE 


SHETLAND'S 
MEADOW 
GUESTHOUSE 


For  more  information 

Call  (days)  868-1596 
or     822-4484 

Write  366  Adelaide  St.  East,  Suite  241 
Toronto,  Ont.  Canada  M4S  1N4 


We  are  both  located  in  the  village  of 
Bognor  near  Owen  Sound,  2  1/2  hours 
N.  of  Toronto.  Come  and  enjoy  hiking 
the  Bruce  Trail,  beaches,  sailing, 
horseback  riding,  swimming  pool,  flea 
markets,  home-cooked  meals. 


VANESSA  MAGNESS 
B.A.S.  (Finance) 


Tax  Services 

Small  Business 

Bookkeeping 

& 
Accounting 


368-1365 

office  in  downtown  Toronto 


Phillip  MacAdam 

Barrister  and  Solicitor 
General  Practice 

67  Daly  Avenue,  Suite  1000 
Ottawa,  Ontario 
K1N6E3 

(613)  233-8591 
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T     H 


WORLD 


Court  considers  sodomy 


For  the  second  time,  US 

Supreme  Court  will  rule 

on  gay  rights.  Do  laws 

prohibiting  anal  sex 

violate  the  Constitution? 


Washington  was  filled  with  tourists  for 
the  Easter  vacation,  including  those 

siting  the  Supreme  Court  As  families  from 
Middle  America  tiled  into  the  courtroom  in 
groups  of  25  for  their  allotted  three  minutes,  they 
were  met  with  an  unexpected  discussion  of 
sodomy  and  the  rights  of  adults  to  engage  m  ho- 
mosexual acts  in  the  privacy  of  their  own  home. 

The  US  Supreme  Court  heard  oral  arguments 
March  31  in  Bowers  vs  Hardwick,  the  constitu- 
tional challenge  to  the  Georgia  sodomy  statute. 

Harvard  Law  School  Professor  Larry  Tribe,  ar- 
guing that  the  statute  was  a  violation  of  personal 
liberty,  spoke  of  the  limits  of  the  power  of  the  state 
to  regulate  intimate  and  personal  associations.  He 
said,  "if  liberty  means  anything  in  our  Constitu- 
tion, it  means  (he  power  of  government  is  limited 
regarding  the  intrusion  into  something  as  person- 
al and  intimate"  as  private  sexual  activity,  and 
,  iat  a  compelling  state  interest  must  be  shown  to 
justify  curtailment  of  such  fundamental  freedoms. 

Georgia  Assistant  Attorney  General  Hobbs 
countered,  it  is  "ordered  liberty  and  not  licen- 
tiousness,' '  that  the  Constitution  requires.  He  ar- 
gued that  if  consensual  sodomy  were  permitted, 
it  would  open  a  Pandora's  box  of  efforts  to  extend 
constitutional  rights  for  other  illegal  sexual  activ- 
ities such  as  rape,  incest,  adultery,  prostitution, 
and  even  for  the  use  of  marijuana  in  the  home.  Ac- 
cording to  Hobbs,  the  state  has  the  right  and  ob- 
ligation to  protect  the  "centuries  old  tradition  of 
conventional  morality."  He  conceded  however,  af- 
ter being  questioned  by  Justice  John  Paul  Stevens, 
that  the  statute  was  probably  unconstitutional  as 
applied  to  married  couples. 

Professot  Tribe  spoke  ol  the  "evolutionary 
character  of  the  intimacies  protected  by  the  Con- 
stitution "  To  Justice  Rehnquist's  question  "why 
not  leave  it  to  majority  rule,' '  Tribe  responded  the 
Court  had  a  duty  to  protect  the  constitutional 
rights  of  individuals  regardless  of  whether  the  ag- 
grieved person  might  also  have  a  chance  at  legis- 
lative redress. 

The  issue  of  justifying  the  sodomy  law  as  a  mea- 
sure to  prevent  the  spread  of  AIDS  was  not  directly 
addressed  However,  Justice  O'Connor  alluded  to 
the  issue  when  she  asked  whether  the  statute  could 
be  justified  by  a  compelling  interest  in  deterring 
the  "spread  of  a  communicable  disease." 

Michael  Hardwick,  who  attended  the  oral  ar- 
gument was  arrested  for  engaging  in  sex  in  his 
bedroom  with  another  man.  Although  he  was 
never  formally  charged  with  the  crime,  he  is  under 
threat  ol  prosecution  as  the  Georgia  Penal  code 
criminalizes  sodomy  with  a  penalty  of  up  to  20 
years  imprisonment.  He  tiled  suit  for  a  declara- 
tion thai  Georgia's  sodomy  statute  violated  his 
constitutional  rights  of  privacy.  (Sexual  acts  be- 
tween persons  of  the  same  sex  remain  illegal  in  23 
states  in  the  US,  with  possible  penalties  ranging 
from  a  $100  fine  in  the  state  of  Texas  to  20  years  im- 


Lawrence  Tribe:  The  government  has  no  right  to  intrude  in  the  sex  lives  of  the  nation 


prisonment  in  Georgia.) 

Donald  Baker  also  attended  the  oral  argument. 
His  case  challenging  the  Texas  statute  criminaliz- 
ing homosexual  conduct,  Baker  vs  Wade,  is 
awaiting  a  decision  from  the  Court  on  a  petition 
for  writ  o.  certiorari.  In  that  case  the  US  District 
Court  found  the  Texas  statute  prohibiting  homo- 


sexual conduct  to  be  in  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tional protection  of  the  rights  of  privacy  and  equal 
protection  of  the  law.  A  rehearing  en  banc  over- 
turned the  decision  and  upheld  the  statute  as  a 
proper  exercise  of  legislative  authority. 

n  support  of  the  challenge  to  the  statute.  Am- 
icus Curiae  (friend  of  the  Court » briefs  were  sub- 


mitted by  a  number  of  lesbian/gay  rights  groups, 
including  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund,  which  is  coordinating  the  Ad  Hoc  Task 
Force  on  Sodomy  Laws .  Lambda  is  an  organiza- 
tion that  seeks  to  ensure  equal  protection  of  the 
laws  and  civil  rights  for  homosexuals  through  the 
use  oi  the  legal  process .  Their  brief  argued  that  the 
right  of  privacy  embraces  ?he  right  to  engage  in 
same-sex  sexual  activitv.  Amid  submit  written 
briefs  but  do  not  participate  in  oral  argument. 

In  addition  to  Lambda,  amicus  briefs  were  filed 
by  other  lesbian/gav  rights  organizations  includ- 
ing San  Francisco-baseci  ^soiar  Rights  Project 
and  the  National  ( lay  Rights  Advocates.  A  num- 
ber of  religious  organizations  tiled  amicus  briefs 
in  support  of  the  challenge  to  the  statute.  The 
Presbvtenan  Church  (USA),  the  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting  oi  Friends,  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  the  Unitarian  Universaiisi 
Association  and  the  0  nited  Church  of  Christ  fil- 
ed a  joint  brief.  The  Attorney  General  of  New 
York,  joined  by  the  Attorney  General  of  Califor- 
nia, also  filed  a  friend  of  the  court  brief 

Amicus  briefs  in  support  of  Georgia  s  sodomv 
statute  were  filed  by  the  Rutherford  Institute,  tlu 
Catholic  League  tor  Religious  and  Civil  Rights,  a 
George  Washington  Law  School  professor  argu 
ing  that  to  legalize  sodomy  woulc  increase  tht 
spread  of  AIDS,  and  a  group  calling  themselves 
the  Concerned  Women  for  American  bducation 

i  Legal  Defense  Foundation. 

f  his  is  the  second  gay  rights  case  the  Court  has 
heard  .The  first  was  last  year '  s  NGTF  vs  Oklaho- 
ma Lit}' Board  oj  Education  case  challenging  the 
Oklahoma  state  statute  requiring  tht  dismissal  of 
teachers  who  "encouraged  or  promoted"  homo- 
sexual activity.  In  that  case  an  equally  divided 
Court  upheld  the  Court  of  Appeals  decision 
which  struck  down  the  statute  as  a  violation  of  tht 
constitutional  right  of  freedom  of  speech 

A  decision  in  Hardwick  isn't  expected  tor  a  tew 
months.  Justice  Powell,  considered  to  be  the 
"swing'  vote,  gave  no  indication  during  the  oral 
argument  as  to  how  he  might  vote. 

Charles  Phillips  in  Washington* 


Almost  equal  before  the  law 

New  Zealand  Parliament  accepts  16  as  proposed  age  of  consent  in  gay  law  reform 


WELLINGTON  -  The  New  Zealand  Parliament 
has  voted  to  accept  16  as  the  proposed  age  of  con- 
sent for  homosexual  acts,  rejecting  compromise 
positions  which  would  have  lowered  the  age  trom 
21  but  still  had  it  higher  than  that  for  heterosex- 
ual activity.  The  vote  came  at  the  end  of  the  com- 
mittee stage  of  consideration  of  the  amendments 
to  the  Crimes  Act,  part  of  the  Homosexual  Law  Re- 
lorm  bill.  The  provision  must  still  pass  a  vote  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  whole  bill  to  become  law. 

Opponents  of  the  Bill  joined  supporters  March 
26  in  voting  against  the  compromise  ages  of  20, 18 
and  18  for  anal  intercourse  only.  The  opponents , 
while  being  consistent  in  their  opposition,  were 
also  clearly  trying  to  have  the  most  liberal  measure 
adopted.  This  will  be  useful  to  them  in  t heir  attack 
on  the  government  in  the  run  up  to  the  next  general 
election,  expected  to  be  called  next  November. 

Opposition  MP  Norman  Jones,  a  vocal  oppo- 
nent of  the  reform  bill,  and  the  Coalition  of  Con- 


cerned Citizens  (New  Zealand's  equivalent  of  the 
Moral  Majority)  have  vowed  to  campaign  against 
MPs  supporting  the  bill. 

Because  the  bill,  proposed  by  Labour  MP  Fran 
Wilde,  is  not  a  government  bill  there  was  a  free 
vote.  The  votes  fell  almost  along  party  lines,  with 
only  one  of  the  41  votes  in  favour  being  from  an  op- 
position National  Party  MP.  The  majority  of  those 
opposed  were  members  of  the  National  Party. 

The  only  major  amendment  accepted  excludes 
the  Armed  Forces  from  coverage  by  the  Reform 
Bill,  thus  allowing  continued  use  ol  provisions  ol 
the  Armed  forces  Discipline  Act  1971  which  aJ 
lows  sentences  of  up  to  three  vears  in  prison  for  ga\ 
sex.  A  key  argumeiu  used  b\  those  in  tavoui  oi  this 
amendment  was  thai  in  ami  armj  personnel  art 
used  as  walking  blood  banks.  Therefore,  it  homo 
sexuals  were  allowed  in  the  army  there  would  be 
a  possibility  ol  passing  on  aids  m  such  situa- 
tions, The  amendment  passed  40- 36. 


The  second  half  of  Wilde's  bill  proposes  to  in- 
clude sexual  orientation  as  a  grounds  of  protec- 
tion from  discrimination  under  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  Act.  A  number  of  amendments  to 
this  part  of  the  bill  are  expected.  If  this  second  pan 
of  the  bill  survives  the  final  vote  at  the  committee 
stage,  then  both  u  and  the  section  amending  the 
Crimes  Ad  will  go  to  a  third  reading  in  the  house, 
where  the  original  bill  will  be  split  into  two  bills. 

I  esbian  and  gay  organizations  in  New  Zealand 
are  very  pleased  w  ith  the  adoption  of  16  as  the  pro- 
posed age  ol  consent  It  is  seen  as  \  indication  ol 
i  hen  past  actions  in  torpedoing  three  hills  brought 
forward  in  1979  and  1980  that  would  haw  set  high- 
a  ages  of  consent  foi  gaysthanfoi  straights  Nou 

Parliament  must  accept  16  as  the  age  ol  consent 
or  reject  the  entire  C  rimes  Act  amendment. 

Gavin  )oungm  Wellington* 
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Laws  passed  to  ban 
AIDS  discrimination 

ATLANTA  —  City  Council  passed  an  ordinance 
adding  sexual  orientation  to  this  city's  bill  of 
rights  and  a  law  specifically  protecting  gay  city 
employees,  March  3. 

The  bills,  signed  into  law  by  Mayor  Andrew 
Young  March  5,  had  been  in  the  works  for  several 
years.  Councilwoman  Mary  Davis,  chief  sponsor 
of  the  inititative,  decided  to  go  forward  this  year 
because  last  November's  Council  elections  produc- 
ed a  majority  which  has  already  provided  funds  to 
AID  Atlanta,  an  AIDS-services  organization. 

The  ordinances  progressed  through  the  com- 
mittee and  Council  "very  quietly,"  so  as  not  to 
" rile  up  the  fundamentalists,' '  said  John  Frank- 
lin, an  openly-gay  administrative  aide  to  Council- 
woman  Davis.  Franklin  said  an  ordinance  barring 
discrimination  against  people  with  AIDS  will  like- 
ly be  the  next  gay-related  measure  to  come  before 
Council. 

In  Oakland  and  Philadelphia  laws  banning  dis- 
crimination on  the  basis  of  AIDS  were  approved 
April  15 .  The  Oakland  ordinance  covers  commer- 
cial and  residential  property,  bank  mortgages, 
employment,  goods,  services  and  education.  As 
in  San  Francisco,  monetary  awards  for  discrim- 
ination include  three  times  the  actual  damages, 
but  never  less  than  $  1 ,000.  The  law  a'so  bars  man- 
datory testing  for  the  AIDS-related  virus  unless 
"the  public  health  is  threatened." 

In  Philadelphia,  an  Executive  Order  issued  by 
Mayor  W  Wilson  Goode  bans  AIDS  discrimina- 
tion in  all  aspects  of  city  government  and  will  pro- 
vide for  training  and  education  of  city  employees 
about  AIDS.  • 


Angry  Haitian  crowd 
storms  homo  hotel 

PORT  AU  PRINCE  —  A  hotel  catering  to  gay  male 
tourists  near  the  red  light  district  of  one  of  the  ci- 
ty's worst  slums  was  stormed  April  8  by  crowds 
chanting  "we  can't  tolerate  homosexuals  in  our 
neighbourhood." 

Patrons  of  the  Miramar  Hotel  were  forced  out 
into  the  street  when  they  were  jeered  at  by  the 
crowd.  Although  no  injuries  were  reported,  many 
of  the  hotel  patrons  had  the  windshields  of  their 
cars  smashed. 

There  is  growing  resentment  in  Haiti  against 
gay  foreigners  who  came  to  take  advantage  of  the 
country's  sex-trade  industry  under  the  Duvalier 
dictatorship  which  left  Haiti  the  poorest  nation  in 
the  Americas.  Many  Haitians  also  believe  that  this 
industry  is  responsible  for  the  introduction  of 
AIDS  into  their  country. 

The  policy  of  the  Atlanta  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  which  until  1985  listed  Haitians  as  a  high 
risk  group  for  AIDS,  seriously  affected  the  coun- 
try's tourist  industry.  • 

Amendments  to 
rights  bill  proposed 

NEW  YORK  -  The  General  Welfare  Committee  of 
New  York  City  Council  has  passed  an  amendment 
to  the  city's  new  gay  rights  bill  which  may  effec- 
tively water  down  its  housing  provisions. 

The  amendment  was  introduced  by  committee 
chairman  Samuel  Horwitz  of  Brooklyn  three  days 
before  the  sexual  orientation  bill  passed  March 


20.  If  passed  in  full  council  the  amendment  would 
exempt  owner-occupied  dwellings  of  at  least  four 
units  from  the  law. 

According  to  Councilwoman  Miriam  Freidlan- 
der,  the  amendment  might  make  it  possible  for  a 
landlord  to  put  relatives  in  each  one  of  a  row  of 
four-unit  residential  buildings  and  therefore  create 
a  situation  where  discrimination  would  be  possi- 
ble in  all  of  them. 

Andy  Hum,  spokesman  for  the  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  called  on  Mayor  Koch  to 
veto  the  legisation  if  it  passes  full  council.  Others 
claim  the  amendment  was  the  result  of  a  secret 
deal  between  the  mayor  and  those  opposed  to  the 
thrust  of  the  long  awaited  anti-discrimination  law. 
Koch  called  that  accusation  "outrageous"  but  ac- 
cording to  Lee  Hadson,  the  mayor's  liaison  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community,  the  mayor  does  not 
plan  to  veto  the  amendment  if  it  passes  council.* 


New  service  group 
formed  in  Mexico 


MEXICO  CITY — A  new  group  has  emerged  to  fill 
the  vacuum  left  by  the  collapse  of  most  of  this  ci- 
ty's lesbian  and  gay  organizations  over  the  last  two 
years. 

"Calamo,"  named  after  the  Walt  Whitman 
poem  Calamus,  was  formed  in  July  1985  and  held 
its  first  conference  at  the  end  of  February.  Unlike 
most  previous  gay  organizations  which  had  a 
strong  political  focus,  Calamo  is  a  non-profit  cor- 
poration which  will  provide  legal,  medical  and 
counselling  services  as  well  as  organizing  educa- 
tional and  cultural  events. 

"The  general  aim  is  oriented  toward  the  open- 
ing of  alternative  spaces  to  fill  an  emptiness  that 
denies  our  identity  and  makes  us  the  object  of  so- 
cial intolerance,"  said  Arturo  Vazquez,  one  of  the 
group's  founders. 

Mexico's  ongoing  economic  crisis,  the  destruc- 
tion of  many  bars  and  baths  in  last  September's 
earthquake  and  a  flood  of  sensationalist  and  ho- 
mophobic AIDS  articles  in  the  popular  press  have 
meant  difficult  times  for  the  country's  gay  move- 
ment over  the  past  years.  Calamo  is  seeking  finan- 
cial and  moral  support  from  lesbians  and  gay  men 
around  the  world .  Letters  can  be  sent  to  Calamo, 
Espacios  Alternativas  Comunitarias,  AC  Culia- 
can,  #118,  3er  Piso,  Col  Hipodromo  Condesa, 
Mexico  DF  Mexico.  • 

Gai  Pied  celebrates 
seventh  anniversary 

PARIS  —  Gai  Pied,  France's  leading  gay  journal, 
celebrated  its  seventh  anniversary  with  issue  216, 
April  19. 

The  paper  has  transformed  itself  from  a  month- 
ly on  newsprint  to  a  glossy  weekly.  25,000  to 
30,000  copies  are  sold  each  week,  making  Gai 
Pied  the  largest  circulation  gay  magazine  in  Eur- 
ope. It  is  available  at  newsstands  in  France,  Bel- 
gium, Switzerland,  Quebec,  Portugal  and  the 
Ivory  Coast  and  has  subscribers  in  more  than  50 
countries. 

Gai  Pied  is  strong  on  images,  design  and  cul- 
tural material  and  although  it  has  been  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  Socialist  Mitterand  government, 
its  personally-written  and  opinionated  news  cov- 
erage has  often  been  critical  of  France's  organiz- 
ed gay  movement.  • 
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Appetizers 

Soups 

Stuffed  'Mushroom.'.                   \  OO 

.soup  of  the  Dau                      I  50 

Shnmp  Cotktatf                        <  <<} 

iremh  (labia  .Soup                   -1  *0 

(jartu  Shnmp                           5  50 

"Lscaraot                                     l  «K 

Cabbage  KplL\                         2  2  S 

Salads 

"Mouse  Salad                             2  50 

faesai  .salad                         \  so 

'Entrees 
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'Ethnic  'Dishes 

Seafood 

Itrvided  Chukfn                       t>  <*5 

SottSautt                          7  95 

Cabbage  Kolls                         5  M 

Saute  Sialtapi                          8  95 

Shah  K<*bot>                           7  95 

.Stuffed  'Trout                            895 

Tork  Chaps                              6  95 

'fish  'Platter                              9  95 

"Vienna  Schnitzel                    b  95 

(Jarlu  Shnmp                           8  95 

Veal  Alfredo  or  "Pompadare    8  95 

it*4    Slfctiil  Our  7Wy  ,  auh 

'Wooden  T latter  {I  or  2)      19  95 
Lamb  Chaps                             7  *)< 

Steals 

%t»!  york  Sidom               10  9S 

Desserts 

■Rib  .SIM*                               S  95 

"Dessert  of  the  Day 
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'Beverages 

Tea  or  Coffee                              ?$ 

!Wrrt                                            1-2$ 

Spanish  Coffti 

5  5(1 

Lunch  11:30-2:30 

Dinner  5-10  (Sun-Thurs),  5-11  (Fri-Sat) 

Sunday  Brunch 

457  Church  Street,  Toronto.  (416)923-3469 
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AIDS  testing  sought 

Research  announced  on  2  new  drugs,  vaccine;  Ribavarin  price  triples 


The  US  National  Cancer  Institute  has  announc- 
ed research  on  two  new  drugs  which  may  be  effec- 
tive in  halting  replication  of  the  AIDS  virus .  The 
drugs  dideoxycytidine  and  dideoxyadenosine  are 
related  to  AZT  which  is  now  in  second  stage  trials. 

The  dideoxynucleicides  have  been  found  to  kill 
HTLV-3  without  damaging  healthy  cells  by  substi- 
tuting themselves  for  one  of  the  building  blocks  of 
the  RNA,  and  then  blocking  further  replication  of 
the  virus .  Animal  studies  are  being  conducted  at 
present  and  it  is  hoped  that  human  testing  can  be- 
gin late  this  summer. 

The  Acting  Secretary  for  Health  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Human  Services  announced 
April  18  that  2,000  people  with  AIDS  are  slated  to 
begin  trials  with  the  dideoxynucleicides  and  other 
experimental  drugs,  including  Ribavirin,  Sura- 
min, Foscarnet,  HPA-23,  Interieukin-2,  and  AZT. 
The  federal  study  will  take  place  in  10  hospitals  na- 
tionwide. Of  these  drugs  AZT  still  seems  to  be  the 
most  promising  although  it  now  appears  that  the 
effects  of  the  chemical  diminish  over  time. 

• 
Scientists  at  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  in 
Bethesda,  Maryland  have  been  successful  in  splic- 
ing a  gene  from  the  AIDS  virus  onto  the  vaccinia 
virus  which  is  used  in  small-pox  vaccines.  When 
the  modified  vaccinia  vaccine  was  administered  to 
laboratory  animals,  their  cells  produced  antibod- 
ies which  protected  them  against  HTLV-3.  Dr  Rob- 
ert Nowinski  said  that  permission  would  be  sought 
from  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  (FDA)  to 
test  the  vaccine  on  humans  before  the  end  of  the 
year. 

• 
In  what  appears  to  be  blatant  profiteering,  ICN 
Pharmaceuticals  in  California  and  their  subsid- 
iary ICN  Mexico  City  have  rnpled  the  price  of  a 
box  of  12  capsules  of  Ribavirin  from  $6.95  to 
$20.50  (US).  Ribavirin  is  only  available  in  Mex- 
ico but  it  is  presently  being  used  by  3,000  to  10,000 
Americans  with  ARC  or  AIDS  who  must  make 
monthly  trips  to  Mexico  to  buv  the  drug. 

The  price  increase  makes  i:ne  cost  of  treating 
ARC  or  AIDS  approximately  $  300  per  montn  for 
that  drug  alone.  The  Documentation  of  AIDS  Is- 
sues and  Research  Foundation  in  California  called 
the  price  hike  "cruel,  economically  unjustified 
and  a  form  of  legal  extortion ." 

• 
The  US  Federal  Government  i  ( "enters  for  Dis- 
ease Control  has  recommended  (hat  "all  persons 
at  increased  risk"  for  AIDS  should  be  periodically 
tested  for  HTLV-3  antibody  The  March  13  an- 
nouncement said  the  recommendation  was  nec- 
essary "to  facilitate  identification  of  seropositive 
asymptomatic  persons,  both  tor  medical  evalua- 
tion and  for  counselling  to  prevent  transmission.' ' 
At-risk  populations,  for  the  purpose  of  the  recom- 
menation,  include  gay  and  bisexual  men,  IV  drug 
users,  heterosexuals  in  contact  with  a  person  at 
risk  for  AIDS,  hemophiliacs  and.  people  "born 
in  countries  where  heterosexual  transmission  is 
thought  to  play  a  major  role,'    md  prostitutes 

Jeff  Levi  of  the  National  Gav  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force  called  the  recommendations  "irresponsi 
ble,"  and  said  "This  advocacy  ot  mass  testing  will 
lead  to  the  diverting  of  funds  from  education  to 
testing."  The  National  Hemophilia  Foundation 
also  argued  against  the  idea  March  19,  saying  that 
"negative  results  may  lead  individuals  to  the  er- 


roneous conclusions  that  safety  measures  regard- 
ing intimate  relations  are  not  necessary."  Paul 
Boneberg  of  San  Francisco's  Mobilization  Against 
AIDS  called  the  recommendations  "very  very  dan- 
gerous.' ' '  'This  is  the  same  government  that  is  us- 
ing the  same  test  to  throw  people  out  of  the  mili- 
tary," he  said,  "and  testing  is  mandatory  in  the  mil- 
itary." He  suggested  that  the  real  purpose  behind 
testing  might  be  to '  'compile  a  massive  list  of  peo- 
ple to  be  used  for  massive  discrimination." 

The  spectre  of  mandatory  testing  has  already 
been  raised  in  California  where  State  Health  Di- 
rector Kenneth  Kizer  has  asked  the  legislature  to 
pass  laws  that  would  permit  health  officials  to  en- 
force mandatory  testing  when  there  is  a  compel- 
ling public  need.  Bills  are  presently  in  committee 
in  the  state  legislature  that  would  require  testing 
for  those  seeking  marriage  licenses  and  for  indi- 
viduals arrested  on  sexual  offences.  Meanwhile, 
supporters  of  right-wing  cult  politician  Lyndon 
Larouche  are  collecting  signatures  on  a  petition 
to  quarantine  all  those  who  test  positive. 

While  the  present  test  identifies  only  antibodies 
to  the  HTLV-3  virus  a  California  biotechnology 
firm,  Cetus  Corporation,  claimed  April  11  that  it 
had  developed  a  test  which  detects  the  virus  itself. 
The  Cetus  test  could  be  on  the  market  within  a 
year  if  it  receives  FDA  approval.  AIDS  testing  has 
become  a  $75  million-a-year  business  in  the  US 
and  large  scale  testing  would  no  doubt  make  it 
even  more  profitable. 

Finally,  San  Francisco's  leather  and  SM  com- 
munity gathered  April  15  for  an  "Eroticizing  Safe 
Sex  Workshop"  dedicated  to  exploring  "How  to 
have  a  hot  and  good  time  with  kinky,  weird,  bi- 
zarre, radical  safe  sex.' '  The  conference  challenged 
some  AIDS  myths:  that  sleazy  sex  equals  unsafe 
sex,  tops  don't  get  it,  promiscuity  causes  AIDS. 
The  slogan  of  the  workshop  which  included  dis- 
cussions, toys  demonstrations  and  a  multi-media 
presentation  was , "  If  you '  re  a  top  DEMA  ND  safe 
sex.  If  you '  re  a  bottom  BEG  for  it."  • 

Eunuchs  gather  to 
choose  new  leader 

BHOPAL  —  Three  thousand  "eunuchs"  from 
across  the  country  gathered  in  this  central  Indian 
city  to  elect  a  new  leader  in  mid-April. 

The  hijras,  as  they  are  known  in  Hindi,  have 
become  more  active  politically  as  their  place  in  In- 
dian socieity  has  eroded  with  increasing  industri- 
alization and  urbanization.  Hijras  traditionally 
sing  and  dance  at  weddings  and  after  the  births  of 
children.  They  trace  their  roots  as  an  identifiable 
group  to  the  times  when  eunuchs  were  the  privileg- 
ed protectors  of  royal  harems. 

Today  those  labelled  as  hijras  are  people  born 
either  without  or  with  deformed  genitals,  and  trans- 
vestites.  Almost  all  refer  to  themselves  as  women. 

The  new  leader  of  the  National  Congregation  of 
Eunuchs  is  65-year-old  Bismillah  Bi.  The  Congre- 
gation danced  and  sang  in  the  streets  of  the  city 
wearing  vivid  saris,  jewellry,  and  make-up  to  cele- 
brate her  succession. 

Former  national  eunuch  leader  Nayak  Nazjeer 
died  three  months  ago  of  after-effects  of  the  toxic 
gas  leak  from  the  Union  Carbide  plant  in  the  city. 
More  than  2,000  people  died  in  1984  in  Bhopal  in 
one  of  the  world's  worst  industrial  accidents.   • 


Gay  activist  Simon  Nkodi:  Facing  the  death  sentence  on  charges  of  treason 

G ASA's  silence  ends 

Group  talks  about  Nkodi  as  Vaal22  trial  enters  its  fifth  month 


JOHANNESBERG  -  The  Gay  Association  of  South 
Africa  (GASA)  has  finally  broken  almost  two  years 
of  silence  on  the  imprisonment  of  gay  anti-apartheid 
activist  Simon  Nkodi. 

Nkodi,  founder  of  the  Saturday  Group,  an  inter- 
racial gay  organization  in  Sowetto,  was  arrested  in 
June  1984  after  disturbances  in  the  Transvaal  region. 
He  has  been  imprisoned  ever  since  and  is  now  stan- 
ding trial  with  21  other  anti-apartheid  activists  charg- 
ed with  high  treason,  subversion,  terrorism,  and  in- 
citement to  murder.  Four  government-appointed  town 
councillors  and  a  bodyguard  died  in  the  1984  rioting 
touched  off  by  rent  increases  in  local  housing.  The 
South  African  government  claims  the  accused  were 
responsible  for  instigating  the  violence  and  inciting  the 
crowds  to  murder. 

The  most  recent  issue  of  Exit,  a  gay  paper  loose- 
ly affiliated  with  GASA,  carried  its  first  two  articles 
on  the  Nkodi  case.  One,  by  Donald  Dowie,  was  a 
sympathetic  profile  of  the  activist  and  quoted  his 
thoughts  on  the  struggle  for  human  dignity,  racial 
equality  and  gay  rights.  (The  complete  text  will  ap- 
pear in  the  next  issue  of  TBP.) 

The  second  article  was  signed  by  Anne  Smith, 
GASA's  International  Secretary.  Smith  argues  that 
"the  issue  of  Simon  Bkodi  and  GASA's  response 
toward  him,"  is  part  of  a  bigger  problem  in  GASA, 
the  desire  of  the  vast  majority  of  GASA's  member- 
ship that  it  not  get  involved  in  politics.  While  Smith 
referred  to  Apartheid  as  a  "most  invidious  system 
of  discrimination ...  abhored  by  all  people,"  she  in- 
sisted that  GASA  must  respect  the  non-political 
stance  of  the  majority  of  its  members. 

Smith  went  on  to  say  that  GASA  would  haw  DO 
problem  supporting  Nkodi  had  he  been  arrested  for 
a  "gay  related  offence,"  and  says  that  "Simon's  in- 
volvement in  gay  affairs  is  irrelevant"  to  the  present 
charges. 

In  an  April  10  letter  to  HP,  Nkodi  said  he  "can't 
understand  Anne  Smith  a  little  bit,"  but  asked  the 


international  gay  movement  not  to  isolate  GASA. 
"  I  was  visited  by  Anne  Smith  today.  She  was  so  sorry 
that  she  had  not  been  seeing  me.  In  fact,  she  had  not 
known  whether  I  was  allowed  to  be  visited. . . .  They 
have  been  trying  to  contact  me  all  along  but  the 
police  refused  them  seeing  me.  Individual  members 
of  GASA  have  been  visiting  me  and  if  GASA  is  expell- 
ed from  the  IGA  those  individual  members  will  suf- 
fer, including  me.  Remember  that  I  am  also  a 
member  of  GASA,  not  a  leading  member  but  an  ac- 
tivist." 

Meanwhile,  testimony  by  state  witnesses  in  the 
trial  of  the  Vaal  22  continues  to  backfire  on  the  pros- 
ecution which  alleges  the  1984  riots  were  the  result 
of  the  instigation  of  anti-apartheid  leaders  rather 
than  an  expression  of  popular  anger.  Mr  Sehebo 
Mohajane,  a  councillor  from  a  nearby  area  testify- 
ing for  the  prosecution,  admitted  under  cross- 
examination  that  most  members  of  the  Lekoa  Town 
Council  had  joined  the  riot  to  promote  their  interests 
and  not  those  of  the  community.  He  said  certain 
councilors  were  working  hand-in-hand  with 
township  managers  by  evicting  people  from  their 
houses  and  "making  a  profit  out  of  these  evictions." 
He  went  on  to  say  that  if  the  Orange  Vaal  Ad- 
ministration Board  had  not  sold  liquor  outlets  to  in- 
dividuals, mosdy  councillors,  there  would  have  been 
no  need  for  the  council  to  increase  the  rent  in  the  area 
because  "profits  derived  from  these  outlets  would 
haw  been  used  to  finance  new  projects  in  the  area." 

The  trial  of  the  Vaal  22  is  now  in  its  fifth  month.* 


World  News  Credits 

the  \>.>rld   km  m  \»riltcn  h\    Tim  McOttkcfl  and  Gillian 

Rodimoa  from  the  following  source*  Fb  44iu*M(Sm  Mam), 
I  rudKO),  Philadelphia  ini*  Vnw(Phil 

ailclphi.il.  Gai  Pied {Pan>.).  I  he  IdrA/i  Vm  (Miami),  the  S<» 
.'ii ,(Nf»  VorkQty),  The  Washington  Blade [Viis\unglon 
DO),  <iii  Communis  fVtM  (Hoiton)  and  Gavin  Young  (Welling 
ion),  Charles  Phillips  (Washington.  IK) 


THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  JUNE  1986  •  23 


Monstrous 

Visions 


The  flight  from  a  cold  and 

hostile  Canada  led  Scott  Symons 

to  Morocco  —  and  the  dangers 

and  dance  of  eros. 
An  interview  by  Gerald  Hannon. 


IN 


1967,  Canada 
became  one  hundred  years  old.  Scott  Symons,  the 
nation's  chronicler,  its  fierce  and  demanding 
lover,  its  critic  and  its  madman,  turned  34.  He 
published  a  novel  called  Place d'Armes.  And  he 
became  a  monster. 

Less  than  a  year  later,  in  March  1968,  the  mon- 
ster is  fleeing  through  the  mountains  of  Mexico, 
only  hours  ahead  of  the  Mexican  police.  He  and 
his  lover  barely  escape  the  road  block  thrown 
around  the  town  of  San  Miguel  de  Allende,  leav- 
ing their  friends  to  face  the  insistent  questioning 
of  the  Federales.  "Where  is  the  author  of  that  in- 
decent book?  And  the  young  man  with  him?  Is  he 
not  here  illegally?" 

The  young  man  with  him  is  his  lover.  Worse,  he 
isonly  18yearsofage.  Worst  of  all,  he  is  the  son 
of  a  well-to-do  Toronto  family  with  the  right  con- 
nections —  connections  they  decide  to  use.  They 
call  Ottawa;  Ottawa  calls  our  embassy  in  Mexico 
City.  What  might  have  been  a  private  and  discreet 
affair  is  now  a  very  public  and  international  scan- 
dal, and  the  police  forces  of  two  countries  are  in 
hot  pursuit. 


"The  monster  from  Toronto,"  as  the  Toronto 
Star  headlined  him,  is  fleeing  for  his  life. 

Eighteen  years  later,  to  the  month.  We  are  at 
Windfields,  the  north  Toronto  estate  of  one  of 
Canada's  wealthiest  families,  the  family  of  E  P 
Taylor.  The  occasion  is  the  launching  of  Scott  Sy- 
mons's  first  book  in  15  years— Helmet  of 'Flesh. 
Waiters  in  Moroccan  garb  pad  silently  about  with  \ 
bottles  of  wine  and  trays  of  exotic  finger  food.  All  ] 
the  right  members  of  the  Toronto  literary  and  so-  i 
cial  establishment  mill  through  the  discreetly ' 
tasteless  rooms,  showing  their  teeth,  celebrating 
the  publication  of  the  most  pungently  homoerotic 
novel  in  Canadian  literary  history. 

The  publisher,  then  the  host,  then  the  author 
make  their  speeches.  Symons  presents  one  of  his 
editors,  and  then  his  friend  and  host  for  the  eve- 
ning, Charles  Taylor,  each  with  a  gift  —  a  silver 
hand  of  Fatima  for  the  woman  from  McLelland 
and  Stewart;  a  boar's  tooth  pendant  for  his  friend. 
He  seems  a  somewhat  diffident  speaker.  Ceremo- 
ny over,  the  room  returns  to  the  cacophony  of  so- 
cial chitchat.  I  prepare  to  leave.  Wending  my  way 
back  through  the  crowd,  looking  for  Symons,  I  see 
him  ahead,  his  back  to  me,  surrounded  by  a  small 
group  of  admirers.  The  word  "intense"  is  always 
used  to  describe  Scott  Symons  —  he's  a  short 
man,  but  he  knows  how  to  move,  and  how  to  re- 
main perfectly  still.  As  I  watch  him,  he  suddenly 
gives  a  little  leap,  an  almost  goat-like  leap,  into  the 


air.  The  group  around  him  smiles  indulgently. 
Who  knows  what  they're  thinking  as  this  man, 
this  little  man  who  has  written  a  book  full  of  cock- 
sucking  and  bumfucking  and  the  joy  and  beauty 
of  men,  a  book  they'll  have  to  read,  capers  in  front 
of  them? 

Has  the  monster,  this  thief  of  young  men,  be- 
come a  monstre  sacre? 

In  1967,  he  was  anything  but.  His  had  been  a  life 
of  culture,  money,  intellectual  achievement,  Rose- 
dale  refinement.  Good  family,  childhood  friends 
with  Charles  Taylor,  EP's  boy.  There  had  been  the 
University  of  Toronto,  then  Cambridge,  then  the 
Sorbonne.  The  right  marriage,  deep  into  Rosedale 
money.  A  brilliant  career  in  journalism,  culmin- 
ating in  a  National  Newspaper  Award  for  a  series 
of  articles  in  Montreal's/^  Presse  that  predicted 
and  heralded  the  transformations  of  Quebec  so- 
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ciety  that  became  known  as  the  Quiet  Revolution. 
A  second  career  followed,  curating  the  Canadiana 
department  of  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum.  There 
was  a  house  in  Forest  Hill.  A  50-acre  farm  outside 
the  city.  From  the  outside,  he  would  have  seemed 
exactly  what  good  money  and  good  breeding 
might  produce  —  someone  cultured,  protected, 
brilliant,  safe. 

In  1967,  he  published  Place d'Armes.  By  page 
36,  the  unsuspecting  reader  had  run  into  this: 

Yvon  jabs  cocked  pants  now  steep  into  my 
thighside. . .  thrust  him  back  and  eat  his  body 
wholemeal  through  my  eyeballs.  Still  he  awaits. 
And  as  though  unveiling  virgin  I  part  his  blue- 
jeans  and  complete  our  divestiture,  til  we  are 
naked  in  us. ..  Run  my  rood  along  his,  lying  us 
askewer,  touching  us  together  for  the  first  time, 
thus,  lightly,  run  it  along,  til  our  cocklips  touch, 


"lam  certainly 
a  devoted 

homosexual. 

Nobody  could 
doubt  my 

credentials." 


'  'The  sexual  act  is  a  much 

larger  thing  than  people  think. 

Life  is  a  permanent 

courtship  of  life  itself  with 

the  sexual  act  as  a  kind  of 

punctuation." 


run  it  down  the  firmed  centre  of  his  manhood 
(simple  statistic:  he  has  10  fine  inches  of  gift), 
and  slowly  creep  my  cocktip  up  to  his,  his  eyes 
on  my  cockhead,  then  his  eyes  clamped  in  my 
own,  we  eyesite  each  other,  til  with  easy  im- 
placably concision  the  cocklips  kiss  again  and 
I  am  inflorescent,  bathing  his  rood  in  liquid 
moonstone. 

That  was  1967,  two  years  before  what  we  in  Can- 
ada think  of  as  the  beginning  of  the  modern  gay 
movement.  Homosexuality  was  not  much  talked 
about,  not  much  written  about,  never  celebrated. 
Yet,  out  of  that  encounter  with  a  five-buck  Mon- 
treal hustler,  Symons  found  this  celebration:  "I 
will  always  remember  Yvon,  because  he  restores 
to  me  an  entire  world . . .  suddenly  he  reincarnates 
meafter  twenty  years  of  meticulous  self-destitu- 
tion.... For  that  Yvon  is  blessed." 

As  he  was  to  tell  me,  "Place  d'Armes  was  my 
coming-out  party.  I  exploded  out.  I  wrote  the 
book  as  it  was  published  within  100  days  of  leav- 
ing home.  It  was  an  act  of  arrival." 

The  monster  had  stepped  out  of  the  closet. 
Before  long,  his  career  in  ruins,  his  marriage  shat- 
tered, only  one  step  ahead  of  the  Mexican  federal 
police  in  the  mountain  villages  of  Mexico,  he 
would  contemplate  suicide. '  T  was  smack  on  su- 
icide," he  wrote,  "absolute." 

What  drew  him  back  to  living  was  a  letter.  He 
had  been  awarded ,  it  said ,  the  $  1 ,000  Beta  Sigma 
Phi  Best  First  Canadian  Novel  Award  for  Place 
d'Armes. 

I  ronically,  thoughts  of  suicide  grip  the  protag- 
onist of  that  novel,  himself  writing  a  book  (and 
don't  fool  yourself  that  that  is  anyone  but  Sy- 
mons). Watch  where  the  thought  takes  him: 

...  it  is  suicide  I  am  dealing  in  with  my  novel. 
But  why  now?  Why  just  at  the  moment  of  suc- 
cess —  when  my  career  is  about  to  open  up 
completely. . . .  Because  I  knew  that  to  continue 
was  to  bury  me  alive  within  a  framework  that 
itself  meant  slow  death  —  slow  death  because 
it  buried  my  sensibility  before  I  ever  had  the 
chance  to  explore  it,  to  exploit  it,  to  grow  into 
it.. .  and  to  grow  with  it. ...  But  bluntly,  I  can't 
think  with  my  balls  cut  off.  There's  no  substi- 
tute for  a  thoughtful  pair  of  balls. 

Balls  and  brains.  For  Symons,  the  phrase  "giving 
head"  would  have  a  cerebral  as  well  as  a  sexual 
component  —  the  two  vectors  of  eros,  as  he  sees  it. 
Helmet  of  Flesh  is  a  celebration  of  eros.  It  is  the 
most  explicitly  homoerotic  novel  ever  released  by 
a  major  Canadian  writer,  15  years  after  the  release 
of  his  last  work,  the  most  unabashedly  erotic  work 


ever  written  about  furniture.  That's  right,  furni- 
ture! Heritage:  A  Romantic  Look  at  Early  Cana- 
dian Furniture  glistens  with  lust  and  passion  for 
fine  wood,  for  cupboards,  for  an  altar,  for  the 
silky,  fiery  perfection  of  a  drop-leaf  table:  "As  you 
enter  the  room,  a  glow,  an  embering  warmth 
catches  your  heart  as  much  as  your  eye.  Like  enter- 
ing a  room  with  a  smouldering  fire  on  the  hearth .' ' 

As  you  enter  Scott  Symons's  Toronto  rooms, 
there  is  a  hearth .  No  smouldering  fire,  but  smoul- 
dering on  the  brick  above  are  two  silver  pendants 
from  Morocco,  sinuous  and  not  chaste.  The 
bleeding  face  of  Christ  stares  at  you  from  an  ad- 
joining wall.  Plants  spill  greenery  along  the  win- 
dow. The  rug  on  the  floor  he  designed  himself, 
copying  its  geometric  maze  from  the  temple  walls 
at  Mitla  in  Mexico.  In  another  room,  beside  his 
bed,  a  life  of  Alexander.  Alifeof  Eliott.  Churchill 
on  the  war.  Downstairs,  a  shelf  of  books  by  his 
grandfather,  William  Perkins  Bull,  and  his  father, 
Harry  Symons.  He  is  proud  of  his  literary  ante- 
cedents, proud  to  have  added  more  books  to  that 
family  shelf.  First,  Place  d'Armes,  then  Civic 
Square,  then  Heritage  in  1971 ,  and  now  Helmet 
of  Flesh,  the  first  volume  in  a  projected  trilogy. 

This  is  what  the  publisher's  blurb  says  about 
Helmet:  "York  Mackenzie  came  to  Morocco  in 
flight  from  his  life  in  Canada  —  dissatisfied  with 
his  role  as  public  gadfly  and  sexual  rebel.  He  was 
comically  unready  for  Marrakech  and  the  Sahara: 
for  the  carnival  of  dangers  he  would  meet ....  Yet 
in  the  course  of  three  weeks,  he  was  to  hurtle 
through  an  odyssey  which  would  recast  his  being.' ' 

I  asked  him  if  it  took  Morocco  to  make  his  novel 
happen. 

"It  took  Morocco  to  blow  the  whole  of  my 
brain  away.  It  was...  the  easy  phrase  is  mind-blow- 
ing. It  was  beyond  pain;  it  was  soul-shattering.  It 
was  likesuddenly  landing  in  the  middle  of  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean  on  an  island  of  cannibals  —  exposure 
to  a  totally  other  way  of  life,  a  pre-Chaucerian  wav 
of  life. 

"There's  a  reality  of  both  human  violence  and 
violence  of  nature  that  we've  long  lost  sight  o\.  We 
live  in  a  welfare  state. . .  I  like  the  sense  of  the  ele- 
ments around  you,  that  your  relationship  to  life 
is  not  just  to  your  television  set. 

"I  think  the  real  protagonist  in  the  novel  is  mil- 
lenial  Morocco,  and  York  is  there  almost  in  coitus 
with  an  entire  culture.  We  think  of  exchange  bat 
as  talking,  you  and  I  talking,  point  to  point.  In 
Morocco,  you  can  haw  a  dialogue  with  that  chair. 
continual On  pagt  '27 
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oin  the  team 


I  eam-work  produces  The  Body  Politic 
and  Xtra  magazines,  and  the  team  is 
getting  bigger! 

There  is  an  opening  on  our  paid  staff  for  an 
outgoing,  energetic  man  or  woman  with  strong 
promotional  and  sales  experience. 

The  job?  To  ensure  maximum  distribution 
and  visibility  for  The  Body  Politic  and  Xtra.  To 
manage  current  retail  and  wholesale  outlets, 
and  be  aggressive  about  getting  new  ones.  To 
manage,  maintain  and  develop  The  Body  Poli- 
tic subscription  base. 

The  job  also  has  a  strong  promotion  compo- 
nent. You'll  be  responsible  for  devising  and  im- 
plementing marketing  strategies  for  both 
magazines. 

The  person?  The  salary  is  not  high,  so  you're 
the  kind  of  person  who  values  job  satisfaction 
more  than  money.  You're  a  self-starter  who 


manages  time  well  without  the  constant  super- 
vision of  a  boss.  You  like  the  idea  of  working  on 
an  equal  footing  with  a  team  of  paid  and  unpaid 
staff,  and  you're  committed  to  the  principle  of 
group  decision-making. 

You're  not  shy  and  you  like  meeting  people 
and  you  like  sales.  You've  had  some  experience 
in  promotional  work,  and  you'd  liketogetmore. 
You're  organized,  prompt  and  hard-working. 
You  have  a  driver's  license,  and  are  willing  to 
travel  occasionally. 

You're  interested? 
Write  with  resume  no 
later  than  May  30 
1986  to:  Staff  Posi- 
tion, The  Body  Poli- 
tic, PO  Box  7289,  Stn 
A,  Toronto  ON 
M5W1X9. 


Choose  from  the  authentic,  the  exemplary,  the  uncommon. 
Daniel  Stroud,  Leonard  Dutton  and  associates  of  Posterity  Graphics 
Ltd.  offer  Canada's  major  collection  of  contemporary  and  vintage 


M 


P^ToRs! 


posterity  graphics 

265  queen  street  east  toronto  861-1851 


ON  LOCATION  RESORT 
(416)894-1058 

Guestrooms  •  Cottages  •  Swimming  pool 

Private  grounds  •  Fabulous  Beach 

Heart  of  Niagara  Tourist  Area 

where  Canada  and  U.S.  meet 

WHERE  TORONTO  PARTIES 
IN  THE  SUMMER 


314  Jarvis  Street 

Toronto.  Ontario 

'^V\  M5B2C5 

iataJ         (416)  591-6763 


la  lonciergerie 


GUEST  HOUSE 


1019,  rue  Saint-Hubert 
Montreal  (Quebec)  Canada 
H2L  3Y3    Tel.:  (514)  289-9297 
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"What  I  am  doing 

with  my  male  lover  is  the 

English  Canadian  revolution... 

the  right  to  love . . .  and  to  use 

that  love  to  redeem  a  hellish 

Canadian  community." 


continued  from  page  25 
That's  very  much  there  in  my  book  on  furniture 
—  the  sound  of  objects.  And  York  finds  himself 
in  a  culture  where  it's  like  that  all  the  time." 

I  ask  him  if  he  thinks  that  is  something  irrev- 
ocably lost  here. 

"Let's  just  say  it's  pretty  thoroughly  distanc- 
ed. In  the  United  States,  it's  life,  liberty  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness.  In  Canada,  it's  comfort.  If 
eros  has  any  meaning,  it's  that  sense  of  adventure 
between  two  people,  and  you  can't  have  eros  in  a 
cradle-to-grave  welfare  state.  You  can  have  sex. 
But  eros  is  a  total  exposure  to  madmen  in  the 
universe. . . .  When  you  get  up  in  the  morning  and 
there's  the  sun  and  by  god  each  morning  is  as 
dramatic  as  the  Aztecs  praying  for  the  sun  to  rise 
and  if  it  doesn't  4,000  people  get  sacrificed,  and 
it's  just  that  dramatic.  You  feel  that  there.  The 
whole  book  enacts  a  joyous  vision  of  life." 

It's  also  a  very  erotic  vision.  A  homoerotic  vi- 
sion. When  I  say  this  to  Symons,  he  responds 
instantly. 

"Damn  right!" 

At  the  same  time,  Symons  doesn't  like  the  word 
'  'gay.' '  He  insists ,  however,  that  he  is  a  devoted  ho- 
mosexual. "Nobody  could  doubt  my  credentials. 
But  I  think,  politically,  we  allowed  this  word  gay 
to....  It  buggers  up  a  nice  word.  It  doesn't  cover 
what  we  are.  A  lot  of  us  are  not  very  joyous.  We 
have  a  hard  life  to  live,  against  the  current.  Gay 
doesn't  cover  that — and  worst  of  all,  it  labels  us. 
They  can  dismiss  you  and  put  you  off  in  a  corner: 
'Oh,  he's  gay,'  and  that's  it.  That's  the  end.  You 
can  no  longer  be  central  to  what's  going  on. 
That's  tragic." 

And  Symons  believes  that's  a  tragedy  for  the 
wider  world  as  well.  "The  world  loses  central  con- 
tact with  some  of  the  most  beautiful,  sentient,  sen- 
sitive and  agitated,  creative  and  emotional  people 
in  our  society.  The  result  is  that  a  lot  of  people  who 
operate  centrally  in  our  society  can't  let  on  that 
they're  gay.  It's  tragic.  It's  very  dangerous. 

'  'Another  danger  of  the  gay  world  is  that  it  got 
too  tied  up  with  genitalia.  That  had  to  be  done — 
genitalia  had  to  be  released,  fine  and  dandy — but 
we  want  to  go  a  lot  further,  and  that  gets  you  into 
eros. 

"Eros  is  the  point  where  the  spirit  intersects  with 
the  body.  If  the  spirit  and  the  body  don't  intersect, 
then  you've  just  got  sex.  When  they  do,  you've  got 
eros.  That's  a  commonsense  statement.  But  it's  all 
the  difference  in  the  world.  It's  crucial. 

"The  mind  is  not  alien  to  the  event.  You  don't 
let  go  of  your  mind.  It's  what  I  call  brains,  body, 
balls  and  being." 

I  ask  him  what  "being"  means  in  that 
equation. 

"Someone  who  is  concerned  with  being  in  the 
world  instead  of  doing,  doing,  doing.  People  are 
running  harder,  working  harder,  trying  to  make 
more  money,  taking  home  less.  They're  all  busy 


doing!' 

Instead  of  "being"?  Is  he  talking  about 
meditation? 

"  It  could  be  translated  into  the  terms  of  medita- 
tion. I  would  think  the  highest  form  of  eros  would 
be  a  meditative  form  with  the  genitalia  like  a  great 
violin,  a  Stradivarius,  in  the  orchestra  of  your 
brain.  I'm  not  saying  you  meditate  before  you 
have  sex.  I'm  saying  the  sexual  act  is  a  much  larger 
thing  than  people  think.  The  apogee  of  eros  may 
occur  two  days  before  anything  so  simple  as  an 
orgasm.  Life  is  a  permanent  courtship  of  life  itself, 
with  the  sexual  act  as  a  kind  of  punctuation." 

This  seems  a  far  cry  from  a  view  he  expressed 
in  Place  d'A  rmes,  where  at  one  point  he  says  that 
"sexual  frenzy  is  an  act  of  despair."  True,  that  was 
20  years  ago,  and  while  he  won't  disown  those 
words  now,  he  does  qualify  them. 

"That  was  at  the  start  of  the  sexual  revolution, 


and  I  was  cottoning  on  that  it  was  a  sexual  revolu- 
tion and  not  an  erotic  one.  Sex  is  the  eros  of  a 
materialistic  society:  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit 
of  your  next  orgasm.  To  change  a  sexual  revolu- 
tion into  an  erotic  one  would  take  a  lot  of  peace, 
calm  and  meditation." 

• 
In  Helmet  of  Flesh,  Scott  Symons  gives  the  sense 
that  the  opportunity  to  reach  for  erotic  joy  can 
come  through  ritual. 

"I  think  ritual  is  very  important  in  eros  and  I 
wish  I  had  explored  it  more.  The  S/M  boys  have 
really  grasped  the  erotic  potential  of  ritual .  And 
so  much  gay  bar  socializing  has  an  element  of  ri- 
tual that  I  find  very  attractive.  It's  related  to  dance, 
very  strongly  related  to  dance.  It  allows  you  to  take 
the  mundane  and  enlarge  it  to  the  level  of  legend, 
which  is  where  great  life  is  lived. 

"Sex  raised  to  the  level  of  legend  is  eros.  The  en- 
actment of  it  becomes  a  legendary  event;  you  ex- 
perience at  the  level  of  the  legends  the  Greeks 
made.  You  get  out  of  yourself,  out  of  the  extremely 
limited  self  which  is  the  body.  But  I  never  relin- 
quish the  body. ...  It's  life  as  rite,  life  as  dance.  The 
central  image  of  Helmet  is  dance.  And  not  just 
people  dance.  Colours,  birds.  They  all  dance." 

Out  of  the  blue,  I  tell  him  that  I  think  he's  an  ar- 
istocrat who  isn't  a  snob. 

"What  I  am  —  and  I  don't  think  it's  counterfeit 
—  I'm  a  patrician.  At  the  age  of  twelve  I  was 
reading  Plutarch's  Lives  when  other  kids  were 
reading  comic  books.  Though  ultimately,  culture 
isn't  the  preserve  of  the  aristocrat  any  more  than 
it  is  that  of  the  middle  class.  There's  a  terrifically 
sophisticated  culture  in  Osprey  Cove  (a  New- 
foundland outport  that  figures  in  Helmet) .  Their 
relation  to  the  wind,  the  waves,  the  elements.  It's 


a  very  sophisticated  folk  culture. 

"But  what  you  have  here  is  a  permanent  lower 
middle  class  with  permanent  upper  middle  class 
aspirations.  That's  a  very  narrow  spectrum.  It 
locks  out  the  aristocratic  side  of  life.  It  locks  out 
all  that  wonderful,  rollicking  mirth  of  life  in  Os- 
prey Cove....  It's  tricky.  The  moment  you  start 
talking  like  that  people  think  you're  a  snob. 

"I  don't  believe  in  classes.  I  believe  in  class.  I'm 
a  cultural  Tory  who  has  voted  NDP.  The  race  is  to 
the  swift  and  you  have  to  fight  for  the  quality  of  life 
that  you  want.  A  cultural  Tory  can  vote  any  way 
he  wants.  But  he  believes  in  the  qualities  of  life. 
You  fight  for  that  every  day  of  your  life." 

I  ask  him  how  he  might  talk  about  the  qualities 
of  life  to  a  young  gay  man  who  was  just  coming  out. 

"  I'd  tell  him  to  live  and  not  be  afraid.  To  move 
slowly  and  quietly.  The  need  to  find  three  or  four 
friends  and  learn  to  trust  those  people.  To  convey 
the  realization  that  what  he  is  doing  is  a  millenial 
act.  That  it's  a  spiritual  trajectory.  I've  had  young 
gay  people  come  to  me  and  sometimes  they've 
wanted  to  have  sex  and  I  say  no.  I  want  to  show 
them  it's  a  whole  life  situation." 

• 
What  do  I  feel  about  this  man?  A  man  who  quite 
seriously  described  himself  to  me  as  a  "warrior 
contemplative"?  Intelligent,  passionate,  vision- 
ary —  I  like  that.  But. . .  self-important,  no  trace 
of  a  buoyant  silliness  to  help  muscle  those  fierce 
convictions  of  his,  occasionally  infected  with  a 
very  old  Tory  preoccupation  with  the  important 
people  with  whom  he's  lunched  and  who  seek  his 
advice.  He's  been  talking  a  lot  to  me  about  gay 
rights  issues  and  the  support  he  wants  to  give,  but 
something  in  me  distrusts  his  sudden  devotion  to 
the  cause.  I  wonder  whether  it's  just  smart  mar- 
keting, a  ploy  to  ensure  at  least  one  audience  for 
Helmet  of  Flesh.  And  yet. . .  I  think  back  to  a  pub- 
lished section  of  a  massive  letter  he  wrote  his  mother 
when  he  was  on  the  run  in  Mexico  —  a  time  when 
there  was  no  book  to  promote,  no  one  to  impress, 
and  nothing  to  be  but  truthful  and  direct. 

"What  I  am  doing,"  he  wrote,  "with  my  male 
lover,  is  the  English  Canadian  revolution.  And  it 
is  a  revolution  with  a  cause. . .  the  right  to  love,  and 
to  share  that  love,  and  to  use  that  love  to  redeem 
a  hellish  Canadian  community  (a  'Scotland  of  the 
mind').  In  the  end,  either  way  I  shall  win.  If  I  am 
smashed. ..  then  I  am  a  martyr  hero  saint.  And  my 
cause  marches  on.  I  willingly  die  for  this.  And  if 
I  win...  if  I  am  allowed  to  love  as  I  shall,  and  to 
grow  as  I  need,  in  my  love. . .  then  thousands  and 
thousands  of  young  men  (and  women)  are  releas- 
ed, are  freed  from  the  implicit  tyranny  of  feudal 
parents.  Thousands  of  people  are  freed  by  my  ex- 
ample into  their  own  inner  life  and  growth .' ' 

His  is  a  tantalizing  vision  —  though  an  unre- 
servedly phallic  one,  with  very  little  resonance  for 
women.  It  is  a  vision  of  unity  beyond  the  parame- 
ters of  sexual  orientation.  As  he  wrote  in  Place 
d'A  rmes,  "No  —  it  is  not  the  homosexual  I 
want...  It  is  the  sentient  man.  A  new  kind  of  man. 
The  man  who  thinks  at  the  end  of  his  fingertips. 
Like  the  homos.  And  to  this  end  I  am  prepared  to 
take  some  cue  from  them. . .  just  as  I  am  prepared 
to  admire  and  respect  them  for  their  dedication. 
Their  dedication  to  Heaven,  and  their  *  itness  ol 
Hell. ...  But  I  no  more  want  to  be  mere  homosex- 
ual than  mere  heterosexual." 

A  unity  of  sex  and  eros,  of  out  public  and  our 
private  lives,  a  unity  perhaps  of  our  heaven  and 
our  hell.  It  is  a  monstrous  \  ision. 

I  have  no  trouble  with  it.» 

For  a  review  o/Hdmcl  of  Flesh,  set  pagi 
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YOU'VE  GOT  IT  MADE 
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LETTER  FROM 


KINGSTON 


Frank  Smith 


A  warm  welcome 
from  an  old  hand 

During  one  of  my  off  nights  from  lifting  weights 
in  the  prison  yard  I  noticed  a  newcomer  standing 
by  himself.  He  had  the  most  incredible  looking 
ass  I've  seen  in  ages,  and  the  softest  blue  eyes.  I 
had  to  get  to  know  him,  in  more  ways  than  one. 

I  decided  to  cruise  him,  so  I  walked  over  to- 
wards him  and  smiled  when  I  caught  his  eye.  He 
returned  the  smile  with  a  wink  so  I  walked  up  and 
asked  him  what  he  was  up  to. 

"Nothing  much,' '  he  said.  Then  I  asked  him  if 
he  had  just  come  in  that  day.  I  already  knew  the 
answer  to  that  question;  I  was  just  making  small 
talk  to  see  what  he  was  like,  if  he  was  gay  or  not. 

I  had  (the  guard)  leave 
my  cell  open  "so  I  could 
clean  H"  but  I  had  other 
things  In  mind  ...like 
sucking  this  kid's  cock. 

We  exchanged  names  and  I  asked  him  to  walk 
around  the  yard  with  me.  I  just  couldn't  take  my 
eyes  off  his  ass.  It  looked  so  inviting,  I  just  had  to 
get  into  it.  As  we  walked,  it  was  becoming  evident 
that  he  and  I  were  going  to  get  along  just  fine. 

I  found  a  spot  away  from  the  other  inmates  so 
we  could  be  alone.  Putting  my  arm  around  him,  I 
gave  him  a  kiss.  Instead  of  pulling  away,  he  re- 
turned the  kiss,  driving  his  tongue  deep  inside  my 
mouth.  I  told  him  I'd  wanted  to  do  that  since  I 
first  laid  eyes  on  him.  I  could  tell  we  were  in  for  a 
very  heavy  night. 

We  sat  on  the  grass  for  awhile,  just  talking. 
One  thing  was  clear  to  me  —  I  had  found  a  guy  I 
could  relate  to,  for  a  change.  Most  of  the  other 
guys  in  here  aren't  gay  or  they  play  games  with 
your  head.  For  some  reason,  I  felt  Paul  wasn't 
like  that.  He  seemed  to  be  more  up-front. 

The  buzzer  sounded,  indicating  half-time.  I 
asked  Paul  what  range  he  lived  on  and  he  said  "G 
Block"  —  my  range.  I  asked  if  he  wanted  to  go 
inside  for  awhile,  and  he  said  that  sounded  good 
to  him.  As  we  were  walking  inside  to  our  range, 
he  caught  me  staring  at  his  ass.  He  asked  if  I  liked 
what  I  saw.  When  I  said  I  sure  did,  he  just  smiled 
and  gave  me  a  seductive  kind  of  look. 

When  we  got  to  the  range,  the  guard  was  doing 
his  walk.  I  had  him  leave  my  cell  open  "so  I  could 
clean  it"  but  I  had  other  things  in  mind  ...like 
sucking  this  kid's  cock.  I  nodded  for  Paul  to  join 
me  when  the  man  had  left  the  range.  He  didn't 
waste  any  time  when  he  got  inside  my  cell.  He 
pulled  me  into  his  arms  and  gave  me  a  big  wet 
kiss.  I  was  in  a  trance  as  I  felt  his  tongue  searching 
for  mine. 

We  kissed  for  awhile  and  I  pulled  away  long 
enough  to  put  a  blanket  up  on  the  bars  so  passers- 
by  couldn't  see  in.  Then  I  turned  back  to  Paul 
and  took  him  in  my  arms,  kissing  him  passion- 
ately. He  just  felt  so  good  there  that  I  didn't  want 
to  let  him  go.  As  I  hugged  him  close  I  thought: 
"I've  needed  this  for  a  long  time."  I  laid  him  on 
the  bed  and  asked  him  if  he  smoked.  He  said  he 
did,  so  I  took  out  the  small  piece  of  hash  that  1 
had  picked  up  before  going  out  to  the  yard.  We 
smoked  dope  for  awhile  and  got  into  some  heavy 
necking  and  groping. 


I  removed  his  clothes  and  then  mine.  Did  he 
have  a  nice  big  cock!  Not  really  long,  but  it  was 
very  thick,  with  a  big  head  that  peeked  out  of  his 
foreskin. 

I  sucked  it  into  my  mouth  and  licked  the  head. 
He  let  out  a  groan  of  pure  pleasure  as  I  bobbed 
my  head  up  and  down  his  sweet,  rock-hard  cock. 
I  could  tell  it  wouldn't  take  long  for  him  to  come. 
He  lifted  my  head  so  he  could  move  us  into  a  69 
position  and  we  sucked  each  other  off. 

I  asked  him  if  it  was  alright  if  I  fucked  him  and 
he  didn't  seem  to  mind  at  all.  He  just  lay  on  his 
back  and  lifted  his  legs  in  the  air.  I  reached  under 
my  bed  and  got  out  some  Vaseline.  I  put  a  healthy 
gob  on  my  hand  and  worked  it  around  my  cock, 
and  then  I  put  some  on  his  ass.  My  cock  was  as 
hard  as  a  rock  as  I  put  the  head  of  it  in.  He  asked 
me  to  slow  down  since  it  had  been  awhile  since 
he'd  been  fucked.  So,  I  just  lay  there  for  a  bit  until 
he  got  used  to  me. 

He  began  to  push  back  on  my  cock,  real  slowly 
at  first,  and  then  he  picked  up  speed  and  I  pushed 
'  the  rest  of  my  cock  right  into  his  ass.  He  let  out  a 
whimper.  I  let  his  legs  rest  on  my  shoulders  as  I 
leaned  over  and  kissed  him  while  I  fucked  his 
sweet  little  asshole. 

My  cock  was  all  the  way  in  and  I  pumped  in 
and  out  for  what  seemed  like  forever.  I  looked  at 
my  watch  on  the  table  to  see  how  much  time  we 
had  before  the  guard  would  be  back  to  do  his 
walk.  At  least  another  20  minutes.  Paul  started 
telling  me  to  fuck  him  harder,  so  that's  what  I 
did. 

I  drove  my  cock  harder  and  harder  into  him. . . 
I  couldn't  take  much  more  of  this...  I  could  feel 
myself  ready  to  shoot  my  load  deep  in  him...  oh 
god,  did  he  ever  feel  so  tight. . .  my  cock  swelled  up 
inside  him.  As  I  came,  I  let  out  what  may  have 
sounded  like  a  scream  because  he  reached  up  and 
put  a  hand  over  my  mouth  to  cut  the  noise. 

We  lay  in  each  other's  arms  for  a  few  minutes, 
then  got  dressed  before  the  guard  came  back.  • 

Frank  Smith  is  a  prison  inmate  in  Kingston,  Ontario. 


LITE  RATU  RE 


No  absolution  for 
the  sins  of  Flesh 

Bad  boy  Scott  Symons  has  grown  and  produced  a  new 
novel.  But  the  book  fails  to  live  up  to  its  potential 


Helmet  of  Flesh  by  Scott  Symons.  McLellandand 
Stewart,  1986.  $24.95. 

David  Watmough  • 

There  are  not  that  many  good  Canadian 
novels  to  make  it  other  than  sad  to  state  that 
what  was  potentially  an  ambitious  and  passionately 
serious  piece  of  fiction  has  been  grievously  marred 
by  artistic  self-indulgence. 

Helmet  of  Flesh,  which  has  been  a  decade  in  the 
making,  could  so  easily  have  towered  over  a  good 
deal  of  first  rate  writing  by  North  Americans  about 
North  Africa,  books  by  such  exemplars  as  Paul 
Bowles,  Gore  Vidal  and  William  Burroughs.  It  con- 
tains a  narrative  energy  superior  to  that  in  the  fiction 
of  all  three  US  authors,  even  if  it  sticks  pretty  closely 
to  comparable  themes  of  the  industrially  bespoiled 
cynics  of  our  continent  confronting  the  sexual  poten- 
cy and  erotic  immediacy  of  macho  Islamic  Arabs 
who  have  few  material  possessions  but  large  and  per- 
petually tumescent  pricks. 

These  latter  see  a  substantial  amount  of  action 
amid  Scott  Symons's  pages,  and  of  such  matters  he 
writes  very  well  indeed.  He  manages  to  avoid  the 
banalities  of  pornography  and  the  cliches  of  copula- 
tion and  gives  us  instead  some  stimulating  raunch 
in  highly  captivating  settings. 

Unfortunately  these  passages  themselves  become 
oases  amid  too  many  paragraghs  of  arid  desert.  It 
is  to  these  wastes  one  must  turn  to  explain  why,  in- 
stead of  soaring  upon  the  wings  of  imaginative  vi- 
sion, Helmet  of  Flesh  expires  amid  tired  wheezes  of 


literary  eructation:  farts  and  belches  of  inflated  lan- 
guage striving  to  do  surrogate  for  artistic  purpose. 

But  what  makes  me  cross  rather  than  just  frustrat- 
ed with  this  flawed  novel  is  that  the  mortal  flaws  need 
not  have  been.  There  are  the  romantic  interludes  set 
in  Newfoundland,  abrim  with  sentiment  but  not  sen- 
timentality, the  exhilarating  invective  versus  the  au- 
thor's plethora  of  abominations,  and  the  acid-etch- 
ed portraits  of  several  characters— all  to  affirm  both 
craft  and  artistry. 

But  there  it  all  stops.  The  rest  is  disaster  or  at  best 
plain  silliness.  Beyond  the  literary  burping  which  lies 
at  the  door  of  the  author  himself,  are  both  the  inclu- 
sions of  errors  an  editor  should  have  exorcised  and 
the  general  excesses  which  an  editor  should  have  sav- 
agely pruned. 

Even  if  we  excuse  the  lazy  renditions  of '  'compte' ' 
for  "comte,"  the  connection  of  "Nazi"  with  "hel- 
met" on  pages  85, 86,  and  397,  and  the  several  uses 
of  "knop"  for  "knob,"  there  still  remain  the  fatigue 
of  sentences  and  sptax  which  simply  act  as  an  ir- 
ritating scrim  between  the  page  and  the  reader. 

I  can  forgive  the  misogyny,  the  lambasting  of  all 
of  us  gays  who  haven't  fathered  kids,  dug  gardens, 
and  who  possess  less  than  steely  wrists.  But  I  with- 
hold absolution  for  fetid  hot  air. 

Way  at  the  back  of  this  extended  novel  comes  a 
series  of  acknowledgements  which  concludes  with 
thankyous  for  a  group  of  editorial  eyes.  For  a  cor- 
porate act  of  editorial  blindness  I  say  shame  on 
you  to  Charles  Taylor,  Jim  Jamieson,  Peter 
Buitenhuis,  Aaaron  Klokeid,  Bill  Glassco  and 
Dennis  Lee.» 


photo,  Norman  Malum 


THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  JUNE  1986  •  W 


PORTFOLIO  PORTFQ 


30  •  THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  JUNE  1986 


LIO  PORTFOLIO  PORTFOLIO 


Guy 

Desranleau 
is  a  Montreal  photographer  who  is 

a  quarter  of  a  century  old; 
who  photographs  for  pure  pleasure;  who 

is  obsessed  by 
shades  and  men. 
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Fertile:  edited 


Some  uncertain  signs 

Artist  brings  the  word  "lesbian"  to  Yonge  Street 

Despite  the  "world-class"  pretensions  of  the  city's  boosters,  Toronto's  Yonge  Street 
forever  remains  a  small-town  drag.  Three  stories  above  this, '  'the  longest  street  in  the 
world,"  the  Electromedia  Pixelboard  spews  out  a  steady  diet  of  time,  tempera- 
ture, and  consumerism,  with  the  help  of  3840  lights. 

Since  March,  however,  the  visual  pollu- 
tion of  Yonge  Street  has  abated  somewhat 
owing  to  a  Canada-Council  funded  pro- 
ject, Some  Uncertain  Signs,  which  has 
given  board  time  to  artists  poised  to  ex- 
ploit the  post-structuralist  possibilities  of 
such  a  medium. 

Lynne  Fernie's  work,  illustrated  above, 
is  perhaps  the  most  audacious  shown  thus 
far.  She  had  originally  planned  to  have  the 
word  "AIR"  appear  in  the  third  frame,  but 
Electromedia  feared  that  Air  Canada 
might  get  upset  (lesbians  really  fly  Cana- 
dian Pacific?) .  Fernie  agreed  to  edit  it  out: 
"  I  could  get  moral  about  it  and  drop  the  project,  but  that  would  leave  nothing  up  there." 
While  Fernie's  original  intention  for  the  piece  was  blunted,  she  thought  part  was  better 
than  nothing  at  all. 

Meanwhile,  back  on  Yonge  Street,  the  word  cruising  still  primarily  refers  to  driv- 
ing up  and  down  in  an  over-powered  roadster.  Sic  transit.... 

Craig  Pattersons 


CINEMA 


A  celluloid  valentine  to 

the  gay  community 

Arthur  Bressan  Jr's  new  film 


Up  close,  one-on-one,  Arthur  Bressan 
Jr  is  mesmerizing.  His  New  York-pace 
chatter  reels  you  in  but  it's  his  eyes  that  hold  you. 
This  might  be  expected  of  any  film-maker,  a  see- 
er,  but  in  reality  the  vision  of  such  a  person  can  be 
just  as  cloudy  as  the  next  person's.  Bressan's  isn't. 
Bressan  knows  how  precise  and  persuasive  he 
can  be  in  person,  but  he  doesn't  trust  that  power. 
He's  been  an  activist  and  an  academic  —  a  stu- 


dent of  philosophy,  history  and  religion,  a  teach- 
er at  a  Catholic  high  school  —  but  he's  come  to 
the  conclusion  you  can't  change  people  by  ap- 
pealing to  their  heads.  You've  got  to  got  for  their 
feelings,  for  the  gut  and  the  heart.  To  do  this, 
Bressan  says  "Tell  stories,"  and  he  uses  today's 
most  powerful  form  of  story-telling:  film.  People 
'get  it,'  Bressan  maintains,  when  they  sit  in  the 
dark  watching  moving  pictures. 


Bressan  has  made  movies  the  past  dozen  years. 
First  there  were  gay  porn  flicks,  and  they  helped 
finance  the  more  recent,  more  'serious'  projects 
(Bressan  calls  them  "less  glib.")  These  include 
Gay  USA,  which  centred  on  the  1977  Gay  Day 
Parade  in  San  Francisco  and  was  meant  as  a  re- 
sponse to  Anita  Bryant's  antigay  activities  of  the 
day:  and  Abuse,  a  1983  film  about  child  abuse 
which  by-the-by  tells  the  story  of  a  relationship 
between  a  30-year-old  man  and  a  boy,  14.  I. 

Now  comes  Buddies.  In  it,  Bressan  has  creat- 
ed an  uncompromising,  relenUess,  riveting  story 
about  AIDS.  Only  two  characters  appear  on 
screen.  One  is  a  very  out  and  very  angry  man  with 
AIDS  now  confined  to  his  hospital  bed;  the  other 
is  a  naive  young  gay,  who  lives  in  a  post-Stone- 
wall self-assurance  but  has  just  been  assigned  as 
the  first  guy's  buddy  by  an  AIDS-support  agency. 
The  experience  is  an  eye-opener  not  only  for  the 
buddy  but  also  for  the  movie's  third  character,  its 
audience.  "No  one  leaves  Buddies  feeling  casu- 
al," says  Bressan  with  atypical  understatement. 

Bressan  holds  a  mirror  up  to  gay  people  with 
Buddies  and  achieves  something  very  special  in 
the  way  of  feelings,  not  just  cold  perceptions.  By 
allowing  you  to  cry  over  a  "fellow  fag" 
(Bressan's  terms),  it  gives  you  common  cause 
with  everyone  going  through  these  rather  extra- 
ordinary times.  "If  you  can't  weep  for  people, 
you  can't  party  with  them,"  Bressan  says.  "Till 
you've  held  a  dying  friend  in  your  arms..." 

Buddies  typifies  how  Bressan  shows  stories.  He 
goes  for  what's  real,  pursuing  honesty  by  stripping 
away  any  hint  of  glamour.  He  wanted  no  remin- 
ders of  the  made-for-TV  movie  An  Early  Frost 
(except  maybe  an  utter  contrast),  nor  of  death  as 
portrayed  in  Terms  of  Endearment,  for  example. 
"I'm  interested  in  telling  the  stories  of  gay  people,' ' 
says  Bressan.  "When  I  have  to  solve  a  plot  turn,  I 
don't  turn  to  heterosexual  models." 

With  this  movie,  Bressan  sought  to  link  the 


achievements  of  little  heroes  in  the  Seventies  with 
the  hurt  and  retreat  being  felt  in  the  Eighties,  in 
the  face  of  AIDS.  It's  'the  story  so  far'  and  Bres- 
san doesn't  want  us  either  to  forget  the  debt  owed 
the  earlier  activism  or  to  despair  that  that  activ- 
ism doesn't  continue.  It  does,  in  new  forms  and 
for  new  reasons. 

Bressan  pays  his  own  debt  through  Buddies. 
"Until  gay  liberation  came  along,"  he  says,  "I 
was  two  people."  He  worked  in  a  closeted  teach- 
ing position,  lived  for  crazy  gay  summertimes  in 
San  Francisco.  Still,  the  older  politicos  have  had 
trouble  accepting  Bressan's  gift  —  "I  meant 
Buddies  as  a  valentine."  He  admits  "a  lot  of  the 
righteousness  (of  the  activists)  is  passe"  but  re- 
peats as  true  and  strong  three  of  their  messages 
still  applicable  today:  first,  you  are  not  alone;  se- 
cond,get  together;  third,  figure  out  how  to  fight 
back.  "I  hate  AIDS  so  much  because  it's  made 
such  a  dent  in  gay  connectedness,"  Bressan  says, 
and  in  Buddies,  he  shows  the  connections  and 
why  they're  worthwhile  and  how  they  continue  to 
operate. 

Buddies  closes  with  an  image  for  the  age  of 
AIDS.  A  lone  protester  walks  back  and  forth  in 
front  of  the  White  House,  carrying  a  placard  that 
decries  the  underfunding  of  the  fight  against  the 
Syndrome.  "Mr  Fag  Goes  to  Washington," 
Bressan  calls  it,  with  a  smile  and  a  nod  to  Frank 
Capra,  one  of  his  favourite  fimmakers.  This  is  not 
an  image  of  a  man  alone,  he  feels,  but  instead 
proves  that  every  individual  can  do  something. 
He  says  Buddies  empowers  people. 

This  movie  is  from  Bressan's  heart  and  mind. 
A  product  for  all,  it  also  answers  something  very 
personal  for  Bressan  himself.  It  stills  the  tiny  nag- 
ging voice  in  the  back  of  his  mind,  "What  did  you 
do  when  AIDS  hit?  Like,  where  were  you  in  the 
war,  daddy?"  Answer:  Arthur  Bressan  Jr  made 
Buddies.  Phil  Shaw  • 


"Till  you've  held  a 
dying  friend  in  your 

arms":  Arthur  Bressan  (left) 
directing  Buddies  (below),  the 
AIDS  film  that  tells  us,  "if you 
can 't  weep  for  people,  you  can 't 
party  with  them." 
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O  BSE  RVATIO  NS 


Dennis  Altman  ably  dissects  the  social  construction  of  aids— and  finds  no  blood 

Putting  rhetoric  aside 


AIDS  in  the  Mind  of  America  by  Dennis 
Altman.  Anchor  Press/Doubleday,  1986. 
$23.95  in  Canada. 

Michael  Lynch  • 

During  the  two  decades  following  the 
cholera  epidemic  of  1832,  European 
visitors  with  itchy  pen-fingers  got  off  the  boats  to 
tour  the  United  States,  to  poke  it,  prod  it,  and 
eventually  publish  their  impressions  for  anyone 
on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  read.  So  odd  a 
specimen  among  the  world's  nations,  the  still- 
new  country  roused  the  curiosity  of  the  writers 
and  their  reading  public.  "The  American  Demo- 
cracy is  a  phenomenon  which  has  scarcely  a  par- 
allel in  the  world,"  wrote  Andrew  Combe  when 
adding  his  volume  to  those  of  de  Tocqueville,  Mrs 
Trollope,  Miss  Martineau,  Captain  Marryat,  Mr 
Hamilton  and  others  in  a  list  that  would  soon  in- 
clude the  name  of  Charles  Dickens.  Combe,  in 
1 84 1 ,  regarded  it "  as  impossible  for  any  individ- 
ual accurately  to  describe  a  great  nation,"  and 
recognized  the  "unavoidable"  error  any  such 
undertaking  would  involve. 

The  Australian  political  scientist  Dennis  Alt- 
man  has  long  turned  a  curious  eye  and  an  itchy 
pen-finger  toward  the  US.  Having  studied,  lived 
and  taught  there  for  several  years,  and  having 
published  several  earlier  books  on  American  ho- 
mosexuality, he  is  hardly  the  temporary  tourist 
that  a  Combe  or  a  Dickens  was.  As  a  political  sci- 
entist, a  jet-set  conference  panelist  and,  to  use  his 
own  words,  an  avid  reader  of  the  largely  Ameri- 
can gay  press,  he  can  claim  the  intelligence  of 
duration. 

Americans  had  fun  gulling  the  writer-outsiders 
of  the  1800s,  sportively  feeding  them  misinfor- 
mation and  guffawing  when  they  swallowed  it 
whole.  Airman's  long  immersion  in  American 
life  has  made  him  too  shrewd  for  easy  gulling. 
Characterizing  his  approach  to  American  cuirure 
more  than  anything  else  is  his  suspicion  of  Amer- 
ican rhetoric.  In  AIDS  in  the  Mind  of  America, 
he  has  found  a  topic  particularly  sexy  to  those 
who  like  stripping  the  false  garment  of  "rhetor- 
ic" from  what  they  call  "facts."  This  tribe  vague- 
ly evokes  Susan  Sontag  as  foremother  and 
Michel  Foucault  as  forefather  —  though  her  Ill- 
ness as  Mataphor  deconstructs  the  metaphor 
only,  not  all  rhetoric,  and  his  grand  analysis  of 
power  gets  lost  when  one  turns,  as  Altman  does, 
to  complex  cultural  specifics. 

In  a  sense,  the  true  focus  of  Altman's  new  book 
isn't  AIDS  at  all,  but  American  power  structures 
—  the  Presidency  and  Congress,  the  health-care 
system,  private  corporations,  the  press,  special- 
interest  groups  such  as  organized  gay  people,  the 
professional  caste.  The  appearance  of  a  life- 
threatening  illness  within  the  purviews  has  reveal- 
ed a  great  deal  about  them  and  their  impact  on 
the  lives  of  individual  Americans,  as  well  as  on 
power  structures  and  lives  in  other  countries.  If 
Altman  is  no  casual  tourist,  neither  is  he  a  nou- 
veau  American;  he  writes,  he  says,  from  an  inter- 
national persepective  for  an  international  audi- 
ence. Most  refreshing  in  his  approach  is  the  ab- 


Too  shrewd  for  easy  gulling:  Dennis  Altman 


sence  of  that  self-blinding  egoism  of  so  much 
American  self-analysis,  and  the  near-absence  of 
the  moral  smugness  that  writer-outsiders  so  easi- 
ly assume. 

From  its  first  recognition  in  the  United  States, 
Altman  argues,  AIDS  (the  name  came  months  la- 
ter, bestowed  by  Bruce  Voeller,  former  chair  of 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force),  has  been  politi- 
cized. In  itself  this  is  hardly  news:  of  course  AIDS 
is  a  political  issue.  But  Altman  means  more  than 
that.  He  sees  as  political  the  very  conceptualiza- 
tion of  AIDS  —  how  anyone  thinks  of  it,  what 
anyone  does  about  it.  His  account  seeks  to 
ground  this  conceptualization  in  the  specific  his- 
torical matrix  of  recent  American  culture. 

First  off,  the  epidemic  emerged  at  a  time  when 
enough  was  known  about  the  immune  system  to 
make  possible  seeing  it  as  an  immune  disorder 
and  seeking  a  likely  viral  agent.  It  affected  very 
specific  groups,  such  as  homosexuals;  that  it 
happened  at  a  time  and  place  in  which  homosex- 
ual identity  had  been  constructed  as  a  recogniz- 
able social  minority  led  to  its  conceptualization 
as  a  gay  disease.  Third,  because  one  of  the  two 
main  routes  of  transmission  was  early  under- 
stood as  sexual,  it  was  framed  as  a  consequence 
of  "the  sexual  revolution."  Finally,  through 
medical  and  media  power  structures,  it  was  con- 
ceptualized as  an  American  disease,  and  linked 
with  many  issues  of  American  power. 

An  "epidemic,' '  then,  affecting  the  gay  minor- 
ity, resulting  from  sex,  in  healthy  America  —  this 
was  the  way  "the  American  mind"  constructed 
AIDS  early  on,  and  the  way  it  continues  to  do  so 
in  spite  of  so  much  "factual"  evidence  disputing 


each  of  those  frames  of  reference.  Altman's  anal- 
ysis illuminates  a  great  many  particulars  of  these 
AIDS  years  —  particulars  in  epidemiology, 
microbiological  research,  social  stigma,  health 
care,  politics.  His  sharp  eye  lights  on  details 
many  of  us  have  overlooked.  His  sharp  mind  en- 
joys playing  What-if:  what  if  the  conditions 
had  first  emerged  in  a  swinging-singles  con- 
the  Fifties,  before  the  gay  movement  had  per- 
suaded America  to  think  in  terms  of  a  gay  "mi- 
nority" and  gay  "identity?"  How  long  would  it 
have  gone  unrecognized  had  it  first  appeared  in 
Americans  with  less  access  to  medical  attention 
than  white  urban  middle-class  men?  That  each  of 
these  speculations  illuminates  rather  than  trivi- 
alizes is  a  mark  of  Altman's  acuity. 

Chapters  on  stigma tization ,  the  gay  commu  ni- 
ty's  response,  the  response  of  government, 
changing  sexual  behavior,  and  the  uses  of  meta- 
phor pull  together  much  that  we  have  recently  liv- 
ed through.  Altman  deftly  sketches  organiza- 
tional responses  and  the  debates  over  issues  such 
as  research  funding,  blood  testing  and  confiden- 
tiality, bathhouse  closing,  and  the  role  of  gays  in 
policy  formation.  This  is  by  far  the  best  book  to 
date  on  these  subjects.  Indeed,  it  could  be  said 
that  Altman  creates  —  by  picking  up  many  of  the 
analyses  from  the  gay  press  and  making  a  coher- 
ent book  out  of  them  —  a  major  new  "subject" 
which  future  writers  will  be  unable  to  ignore:  the 
social  construction  of  this  epidemic.  This  is  a  wel- 
come and  major  achievement. 

• 
Yet  I  find  this  achievement  sharply  limited  by  its 
strategy.  Altman  seeks  to  deconstruct  the  way 


"mind  of  America"  has  conceptualized  AIDS,  to 
bare  the  bare  facts  by  putting  "rhetoric  aside." 
He  uses  that  phrase  only  once  —  after  quoting  a 
person  with  AIDS  in  California  saying  "this  dis- 
ease marks  the  end  of  gay  life  as  we  know  it.  All 
that  disco  shit  is  over.' '  But  every  page  appeals  to 
what  he  calls  "political  will  and  rational 
thought,"  which  he  sees  as  the  sole  alternative  to 
"fear  and  hatred."  Altman  looks  askance  at 
emotive  language,  as  if  it  produces  only  ill. 

Rhetoric  which  claims  to  eliminate  rhetoric 
conceals  its  own  agenda,  but  it  is  susceptible  to 
analysis.  Altman's  rhetoric  mollifies  and  dis- 
tances. His  strategies  of  mollification  are  many, 
and  extend  to  everyone  but  those  he  conceptual- 
izes as  the  far  right  or  the  far  left.  Within  the 
broad,  safe  middle  he  softens  the  edges  of  all  the 
sharp  debates  of  the  past  few  years.  Vague  pro- 
nouns such  as  "some,"  noncommital  verbs  such 
as  "seemed"  or  "claimed"  or  "was  said"  or 
"one  heard,"  minimizing  phrases  such  as 
"whatever  their  intention"  —  these  mollifiers 
come  less  from  the  rhetoric  of  fact  than  the  rheto- 
ric of  smoothing-over.  They  sometimes  multiply 
comically  —  "one  gay  newspaper  is  said  to  have 
claimed"  is  my  favourite  example;  they  result  in 
reductive  namby-pambiness  such  as:  "dissatis- 
faction with  media  treatment  is  a  long-standing 
grievance  of  gay  activists." 

Too  often,  Altman's  rhetoric  will  not  name 
names.  It  avoids  making  responsible  judgments 
when  "facts"  are  disputed  or  tangential  —  as  in 
the  competition  between  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  and  the  National  Institute  of  Health;  or 
that  between  Dr  Robert  Gallo,  the  "discoverer" 
of  HTLV-3,  and  Dr  Luc  Montagnier,  who  discov- 
ered the  same  virus  months  before  in  Paris  and 
called  it  LAV;  or  those  among  the  founders  of 
New  York's  Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis. 

Another  form  of  mollification  is  false  simplic- 
ity, which  can  lead  to  misinformation.  "At  the 
time  of  writing,  no  one  can  be  certain  about  what 
(sexual  activity)  is  totally  safe."  This  sentence  is  a 
surprise  in  a  book  that  earlier  took  pains  to  speci- 
fy that  transmission  of  the  virus  could  only  occur 
through  semen  or  blood,  and  indicated  that  SM, 
JO  and  nipple  play,  for  example,  are  totally  safe. 
Altman  believes  the  channels  of  transmission 
were  ascertained  earlier  than  I  think  they  were, 
and  he  completely  overlooks  the  quandaries 
caused  by  such  things  as  the  1 982  Centers  for  Dis- 
ease Control  article  indicating  (wrongly,  as  it 
turned  out)  that  ass-fucking  was  not  a  significant 
factor  in  transmission.  He  cites  Michael  Callen 
and  Richard  Berkowitz's  November  1982  .Vw 
York  Native  article  "We  Know  Who  We  Are"  as 
a  landmark,  but  overlooks  Michael  Bronski's 
"  AIDing  Our  Guilt  and  Fear"  in  Gay  Communi- 
ty News  from  the  month  before.  Callen  and  Ber- 
kowitz  denounced  promiscuity  and  promoted 
guilt,  but  Bronski  had  already  challenged  that 
kind  of  response  to  AIDS;  fortunately.  Bronski's 
approach  has  won  more  adherents.  Altman 
overlooks  the  press  release  from  Journal  of  the 
continued  on  page  35 
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American  Medical  Association  in  May  1983, 
which  set  off  the  national  transmission-by- 
causal-contact  panic.  Most  strangely,  he  asserts 
as  fact  that  Dr  Luc  Montagnier's  LAV  is  "a  dif- 
ferent" virus  from  Dr  Robert  Gallo's  HTLV-3, 
when  the  differences  between  them  are  smaller 
than  those  between  various  other  isolates  known 
to  be  AIDS-related.  All  this  to  smooth  over  dis- 
agreement, to  side-step  contoversy. 

Along  with  mollification,  Altaian's  rhetoric 
distances.  One  frequent  strategy  is  to  point  out 
ironies  in  certain  situations,  always  to  insulate 
the  writer  from  the  self-contradictions  and  emo- 
tions of  actuality.  Another  is  to  achieve  the  ap- 
pearance of  objectivity  in  the  manner  of  the  cor- 
porate press,  by  giving  "both  sides"  of  any  story. 

The  most  jarring  suppression  is  that  of  emo- 
tion. Even  in  the  opening  chapter,  where  Altaian 
portrays  himself  during  these  epidemic  years,  he 
seems  cool,  merely  bemused,  detached  from  the 
passions  of  sex,  blood  and  death. 

These  strategies  compromise  the  book,  I 
think.  The  most  telling  compromise  is  Altaian's 
treatment  of  television.  For  a  cultural  analysis  as 
historically  specific  as  his  claims  to  be,  to  ignore 
the  role  of  the  electronic  media  in  American  cul- 
ture is  a  debilitating  choice.  Yet  in  200  pages,  with 
more  than  400  footnotes,  only  two  sentences 
(and  no  footnotes)  touch  on  non-print  media. 
Altaian's  reading  is  wonderfully  broad  and  in- 
sightful, but  unless  something  appears  in  print  he 
ignores  it.  (Out  of  print,  out  of  mind!  The  most 
telling  instance  of  this  is  his  citation  of  "So  many 
men,  so  little  time"  as  a  T-shirt  slogan,  oblivious 
to  Miquel  Brown's  song,  which  set  more  hips  in 
motion  than  the  T-shirt  ever  did.)  The  book 
smells  of  photocopies,  not  of  lived  lives. 

Print  distances.  It  cools  down  experience, 
makes  rationality  easier.  Reliance  on  it  under- 
mines the  analysis  of  an  electronic  culture. 

Generally,  Altaian  draws  back  from  immer- 
sion in  the  culture  he  discusses,  and  the  cost  of 
this  reluctance  comes  clear  in  his  discussion  of 
closing  down  the  baths.  This  is  the  first  place  in 
the  book  where  he  develops  a  personal  position. 
It  comes  out  like  this:  "I  would  prefer  to  see  the 
problem  as  one  of  balancing  two  equally  legiti- 
mate concerns  of  public  policy,  the  preservation 
of  civil  rights  and  privacy  on  the  one  hand,  the 
safeguarding  of  public  health  on  the  other."  This 
is  more  bland:  it  is  blind  to  the  potential  role  of 
the  baths  in  developing  a  new  safe-sex  culture. 
Altaian  mentions  recent  visits  to  the  largest  baths 
in  New  York  and  Paris,  but  his  accounts  are  unin- 
volved  and  pallid.  If  he  knows  what's  really  going 
on  there,  he's  not  telling  us.  (Since  completion  of 
his  book,  however,  a  marvellous  and  convincing 
account  by  Darrell  Yates  Rist  has  appeared  in  the 
December  3  issue  of  The  Village  Voice,  and  is  no 
doubt  now  in  Altman's  clippings  file.) 

I  don't,  myself,  find  that  the  best  way  to  get  to 
cultural  history  is  by  mollification  and  self-dis- 
tancing. I  don't  think  that  the  only  alternative  to 
"fear  and  hatred"  is  intellectual  detachment.  I 
don't  think  that  gay  life  in  the  United  States  to- 
day, embroiled  as  it  is  in  all  sorts  of  full-blooded 
vibrancies,  can  be  understood  through  a  blood- 
less prose. 

Dennis  Altman  is,  in  fact,  passionately  concern- 
ed with  this  epidemic.  He  is  not  a  corporate  press 
hack,  nor  an  ivory-tower  philosopher.  His 
article,"Malign  Neglect,"  in  The  Village  Voice 
last  April,  was  both  intelligent  and  impassioned  on 
the  failure  of  New  York  City's  official  response  to 
AIDS,  and  it  provoked  Mayor  Koch  into  action. 

For  all  that  is  welcome  in  this  book,  I  see  it  as  a 
visitor's  account  —  not  because  the  visitor  is  an 
Australian  in  America,  but  because  he  is  a  pas- 
sionate gay  man  donning  a  cold  mask  of 
rationality.  • 


FICTION 


Big  Brother 
gets  his  utopia 

A  dream  comes  true  —for  right-wing 
Bible-thumpers.  For  others,  its  a  nightmare. . . . 


The  Handmaid's  Tale  by  Margaret  Atwood. 
McClelland  and  Stewart,  Ltd,  1985.  $22.95. 

Michele  Belling  • 

argaret  Atwood's  latest  novel  is  en- 
tertaining science  fiction,  thrilling 
romance,  lively  and  insightful  mainstream  real- 
ism, and  a  good  political  kick  in  the  pants.  Read 
it;  I'm  sure  you'll  like  it.  You  can't  go  wrong.  It's 
very  scary,  and  it's  all  about  what  really  could 
happen  within  the  next  fifteen  years  in  America. 


you  can  join  the  slave-labour  camps.  Political  and 
religious  dissidents,  gays,  lesbians,  sterile  and 
retired  females  are  sent  to  the  camps  automatical- 
ly, where  they  do  farm  labor  or  clean  up  toxic 
wastes  and  nuke  spills.  Inner  city  ghetto  inhabit- 
ants are  gunned  down  Philadelphia  style.  The 
United  States  becomes  the  Republic  of  Gilead. 

When  the  book  opens  the  new  regime  is  in  full 
swing.  Our  narrator  is  a  Handmaid;  her  mother, 
husband,  and  daughter  have  vanished;  her  name 
is  now  Offred.  We  watch  her  life  unfurl  for  a  year. 

For  anyone  who  has  ever  wondered  what  the 


What  happens  is  this:  Sometime  in  the  late 
1980s  a  right-wing  Christian  organization  stages 
a  coup.  First  they  massacre  the  president  and 
congress  and  get  the  Constitution  suspended, 
then  they  take  over  the  banks,  which  gives  them 
complete  control  over  the  population.  By  that 
time,  paper  money  has  been  eliminated;  everyone 
shops  with  a  card  which  is  inserted  in  a  computer 
bank  instead  of  a  cash  register,  automatically  de- 
biting one's  account.  Our  narrator,  a  young 
white  middle-class  married  working  mother  of 
one,  goes  to  the  corner  news-stand  one  day  to  buy 
a  pack  of  cigarettes  and  suddenly  finds  her  card 
won't  compute;  all  of  her  money  is  gone. 

Since  this  is  a  fundamentalist  dictatorship,  only 
straight  white  men  are  allowed  to  have  jobs, 
money  and  property.  Women  can  do  one  of  six 
things.  If  you're  not  already  married  to  someone 
in  power,  you  can  become  an  Econowife,  a  maid, 
a  baby  machine  (or  Handmaid)  for  the  elite,  a  tea- 
cher/prison guard  at  the  female  indoctrination 
centres,  you  can  work  in  the  state  whorehouse,  or 


political  dangers  of  flirting  with  fundamentalists 
dxz,The Handmaid 's  Tale is  a  good  way  to  learn . 
With  incisive  and  immaculate  feminism,  Atwood 
dissects  the  strange  grey  domain  where  militant 
feminists  and  right-wing  Christians  overlap  and 
merge.  Gilead,  in  fact,  meets  many  feminist  de- 
mands. Women  enjoy  complete  protection  from 
male  sexual  advances.  If  a  man  so  much  as  winks 
at  a  Handmaid,  he  can  be  punished  with  mutila- 
tion. Offred  breaks  the  rules  by  flirting,  for  which 
crime  she  too  can  be  punished.  Alcohol  and  ciga- 
rettes are  criminalized.  Pornography  is  banned; 
women  wear  regulation  uniforms  designed  for 
minimum  erotic  appeal;  fashion  magazines  are 
high  on  the  list  of  illegal  literature.  Anti-intellec- 
tual philistinism  finds  glorious  realization  in  the 
law  forbidding  women  to  read  and  write;  pen- 
holding,  according  to  doctrine,  represents  penis- 
envy,  the  psychiatric  synonym  for  male  identi- 
fied. Women's  culture  gets  a  nod:  birthing  is  done 
by  midwives  in  ritual  female-only  space;  the 
Handmaids  are  trained  like  troopers  to  hate 


males  and  are  occasionally  rewarded  with  a  live 
man  to  pull  apart  in  maenadic  frenzy.  Except 
perhaps  for  the  last  item,  all  of  these  proposals 
follow  Judeo-Christian  tradition. 

But  like  Christianity,  feminism  has  its  right 
and  left  wings  and  infinite  gradations  in  between. 
Atwood  knows  this  and  illustrates  it  by  basing  the 
novel's  action  on  what  happens  to  be  the  crux  of 
the  pornography  debate  and  is  probably  at  the 
heart  of  all  left/right  dissonance:  protection  from 
vs  freedom  to;  or  restriction  vs  liberty.  Indeed, 
she  knows  so  much  about  feminism  she  can  show 
how  the  left  inadvertantly  aligns  itself  with  right- 
wing  causes  without  letting  her  loyalties  stray. 
But  Atwood  is  a  humanist;  her  feminism  is  based 
not  on  hatred  and  separation  but  on  love  and  un- 
derstanding. She  wants  equality  between  men 
and  women  because  she  wants  to  improve  the 
quality  of  all  human  relationships.  This  book  de- 
monstrates both  the  perils  and  the  triumphs  of 
that  path. 

There  seem  to  be  two  lesbian  characters  in  the 
novel.  I  say  seem,  because  one  of  them,  the  nar- 
rator's mother,  is  a  thoroughly  woman- 
identified  feminist  activist  whose  sexual  identity 
is  left  deliberately  unclear.  The  other  character 
is  Offred's  old  college  buddy  Moira,  a  canny, 
cynical,  street-tough  politico  whose  inspiring 
macho  heroics  play  against  Offred's  apparent 
passivity  in  a  brilliant  hero/anti-hero  dynamic, 
though  Atwood  uses  her  lesbian  charac- 
ters for  political  revelation,  she  never  abuses 
them.  What  they  reveal  is  not  always  pretty; 
when  the  coup  occurs  Moira  "was  not  stunned, 
like  I  was.  In  some  strange  way  she  was  gleeful,  as 
if  this  was  what  she'd  been  expecting  for  some 
time  and  now  she'd  been  proven  right."  But  no 
one  in  this  book  is  anything  more  than  human. 

The  Handmaid's  Tale  is  the  author's  first 
speculative  fiction,  but  she  treats  it  like  any  of  her 
mainstream  novels  and  thus  intensifies  the  im- 
pact. With  precise  descriptions  of  everyday  ob- 
jects (an  eggcup,  a  tulip,  the  bodies  of  executed 
criminals  hanging  on  the  wall  in  a  suburban 
street)  and  domestic  details  (the  names  of  cars 
and  stores,  what's  on  TV)  she  makes  life  in 
Gilead  terrifyingly  now  and  at  times  horrifyingly 
funny,  as  real  life  often  is.  Where  lesser  writers 
would  resort  to  diatribe,  she  says  volumes  with 
simple  innuendo.  The  name  of  the  meat  store,  for 
example,  is  All-Flesh,  conveniently  combining 
the  militant  vegetarian's  classic  put-down  with 
the  same  word  for  Biblical  fastidiousness. 

And,  though  I've  concentrated  on  the  feminist 
elements,  this  book  does  speak  volumes  about  a 
great  many  issues,  chief  among  them  ecology 
(Who  is  going  to  clean  up  the  mess?  How?)  and  the 
power  of  trust.  One  might  easily  ask,  why  write 
such  a  bummer?  Doesn't  it  strengthen  the  already 
thriving  thought-form  of  cruelty?  Wouldn't  it  be 
better  to  focus  on  probable  Utopias?  But  Atwood's 
consummate  skill  as  a  novelist  turns  the  nightmare 
into  a  treatise  on  what  can  be  done  to  prevent  the 
horror  awaiting  us  and  achieve  Utopia.  The  Hand- 
maid's Tale  pinpoints  why  the  notoriously  quar- 
relsome factions  of  the  left  had  better  overcome 
their  petty  differences  and  start  working  on  what 
they  have  in  common.  And  many  points  on  their 
agendas  do  mesh:  collectivism,  an  alternative  and 
trustworthy  money  and  banking  system,  racial 
and  sexual  equality  and  empowerment,  and  net- 
working, to  name  a  few.  We  may  have  to  take  a 
careful  look  at  the  darkness  before  we  can  find  our 
way  toward  the  light.  • 
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MUSIC 


Political  pop, 
danceable  beat 

The  Price  of  Love  by  David  Sereda. 

Richard  Summerbell  • 

The  first  time  I  encountered  David  Sereda 
I  decided  he  was  a  pretty  spectacular 
pop  performer.  It  was  1979,  and  I  was  one  of  the 
small  group  of  burned-out-but-always-enthusi- 
astic gay  men  and  lesbians  who  put  together  Van- 
couver's homophile  radio  program,  Coming 
Out.  One  of  the  things  we  were  desperately  seek- 
ing to  put  on  the  airwaves  those  days  was  top- 
notch  original  music,  especially  the  sort  of  thing 
that  might  have  a  gay-related  lyric  now  and 
again.  Into  the  desert  of  our  discontent  walked 
Sereda,  a  new  kid  in  town,  with  a  fistful  of  tunes 
about  two  subjects  that  no  average  pop  mercen- 
ary would  touch  with  a  1 0-foot  speaker  cable:  gay 
affairs  of  the  heart,  and  the  city  of  Edmonton.  We 
loved  him.  He  had  an  excellent  voice,  intelligent 
lyrics,  fluent  melodies,  stage  presence,  a  sense  of 
humour,  good  looks,  and  the  ability  to  make  the 
radio  station's  dusty  upright  piano  sound  like  a 
quality  musical  instrument.  We  even  let  him  play 
the  songs  about  Edmonton. 

The  songs  in  Sereda's  repertoire  of  the  day 
were  captured  in  1 98 1  on  his  first  album,  an  inde- 
pendent disc  called  Chivalry  Lives.  It  was  a 
beautiful  record  and  succeeded  in  establishing 
the  obligatory  cult  following  for  Sereda,  but  it 
was  also  largely  a  single-instrument  solo  LP, 
made  on  a  budget  that — well,  you  wouldn't  nec- 
essarily want  to  say  it  was  small,  but  on  the  other 
hand  it  certainly  wouldn't  buy  Dick  Hatfield  an 
evening's  entertainment.  Some  of  us  more  avid 
Seredophiles  had  to  suppress  the  urge  to  hear  Da- 
vid brought  in  with  trumpets  and  horns  in  the 
proper  studio  style;  we  couldn't  wait  for  him  to 
leap  into  the  24-track  stratosphere. 

When  the  time  came  to  make  another  record, 
there  was  no  fooling  around.  He  got  all  the 
musical  and  technical  muscle  he  could  get  his 
hands  on:  Margo  Davidson,  the  no-nonsense  sax 
and  conga  player  from  Parachute  Club  played 
alongside  him;  various  other  smart  musicians 
took  up  their  spots;  and  producer  Mark  Wright 
used  the  right  1980s  production  values  to  make 
the  whole  ensemble  a  show  of  musical  force.  No 
wonder  the  cover  of  this  new  album,  The  Price  of 
Love,  shows  Sereda  springing  up  off  his  feet  and 
blasting  off  into  space.  This  man's  going  places. 

I  should  warn  fans  of  Sereda's  first  album, 
though,  to  be  prepared  for  a  surprise.  The  Sereda 
of  Chivalry  Lives  liked  to  have  a  good  time,  but 
he  was  basically  an  introspective,  sensitive  per- 
son, heavily  inclined  towards  ballads,  and  more 
politically  conscious  than  most  performers.  The 
Price  of  Love  shows  another  facet  of  Sereda:  this 
is  a  man  who  learned  to  survive  in  the  rock  dance 
clubs  of  Toronto  and  found  that  he  could  really 
have  fun  doing  it,  making  the  zigzag  haircuts 
move,  and  keeping  a  largely  heterosexual  and 
lesbian  audience  on  its  feet  all  night.  Thus,  the 
classic  Sereda  love  song  or  pain-of-love  song 
nowadays  has  a  big  beat  and  a  fast  pace,  and  if 
you're  quick  you  can  catch  traces  of  everything 
from  Motown  to  calypso  passing  through  the 
chords.  Most  noteworthy  is  the  title  song,  "The 
Price  of  Love,"  which  sneakily  picks  up  a  few 


tricks  of  rock  music  (like  the  suspended  fourths  in 
the  chorus)  and  fits  them  into  a  rather  slick  pop 
song.  In  the  same  vein,  "Just  Enough"  and 
"Jump  for  Joy"  are  worth  a  dance  or  three,  and 
"Playing  with  Fire"  is  a  ballad  that  catches  fire 
itself.  "Highjacked,"  the  one  political  song  on 
the  album,  is  a  terse  acknowledgement  of  nuclear 
terror  ("the  biggest  terrorists  don't  need  guns  — 
they've  got  their  finger  on  the  sun"),  but  like  the 
police  at  the  Litton  plant,  the  song  just  won't  let 
your  body  lie  still.  It  makes  you  keep  moving. 

Another  thing  that  might  surprise  some  people 
about  this  new  record  is  that  there  are  no  explicit- 
ly gay  lyrics  on  the  album  —  a  notable  departure 
from  the  previous  work.  Sereda  hastens  to  ex- 
plain that  he  isn't  abandoning  ship.  He  told  me: 
"  I  think  it  represents  what  I  do,  live  on  stage. .  .al- 
so, it's  stuff  that  we  thought  would  have  the  best 
chance  for  radio  and  distribution.  I  didn't  feel 
that  the  new  things  I  was  doing  that  had  the  great- 
est amount  of  gay  content  were  necessarily  the 
best  things  to  put  on  the  album.  Basically,  I  just 
wanted  to  have  a  good  time  —  to  celebrate."  I 
suppose  that  there  are  other  homosexual  fanatic 
reviewers  who  would  go  "oh,  ya"  to  a  statement 
like  this,  but  this  one  happens  to  write  songs  as  a 
pastime  and  knows  that  even  in  the  absence  of 
commercial  pressure,  a  person  can  easily  go  on  a 
binge  of  writing  theme-related  songs  that  have  no 
gay  content.  Besides,  I  happen  to  know  that  the 
showstopper  in  Sereda's  current  live  act  is  a  punch- 
ed-up  version  of  "Underage  Blues,"  a  song  so 
homoerotically  seditious  that  the  Coming  Out 
show  nearly  got  booted  off  the  air  for  playing  it. 
You'll  find  that  song  on  Chivalry  Lives. 

However,  the  absence  of  overtly  gay  material 
on  The  Price  of  Love  does  point  out  one  thing, 
and  that  is  the  precariousness  of  Sereda's  current 
niche  as  a  performer  (or  at  least,  a  public  image, 
since  you  can't  fault  his  performance).  If  Sereda 
really  had  a  strong  economic  base  in  the  gay  male 
community,  he  might  have  reason  to  be  celebrat- 
ing in  a  slightly  more  gay  way .  The  gay  male  com- 
munity, however,  is  not  strongly  supportive  of 
Sereda's  brand  of  entertainment.  Partly,  this  is 
because  Sereda  is  a  live  person  rather  than  a 
12-inch  45:  he  can  make  you  dance  but  his  band 
won't  fit  in  the  DJ's  booth.  Also,  like  Tom  Rob- 
inson, Steve  Grossman,  and  sundry  other  gay 
stars  in  the  past,  he  doesn't  do  the  camp  sensibili- 
ty, whatever  that  is.  Even  the  fun  version  of  Sere- 
da writes  pain-of-love  songs  that  are  slightly 
shocking  in  their  candour — the  twinge  of  pain  is 
still  there;  it's  not  hidden  behind  the  lips,  like 
Marilyn  Monroe's  pain  was.  In  the  downtown 
fun  community  that  gay  men  flock  to,  romance 
and  romantic  pain  are  never  fun  —  they're  work. 
The  camp  sense  of  humour  gets  at  the  truth  in  its 
own  way,  but  it  doesn't  tolerate  naked  sincerity 
crashing  the  party:  Marilyn  always  has  her 
brightest  red  lipstick  on  —  you  never  actually  see 
her  lips.  Sereda,  I'm  sure,  knows  all  this  as  well  as 
anyone  does.  Like  Tom  Robinson,  who  delighted 
gay  activists  but  was  underwritten  by  straight  so- 
phisto-rockers  and  progressives;  like  the  Bron- 
skis,  who  activists  loved  but  who  were  secretly 
funded  by  millions  of  sympathetic  teenagea 
straight  women,  Sereda  has  a  natural  audience, 
but  it  lies  in  undefined  territory  somewhere  to- 
wards the  periphery  of  the  gay  community.  The 
Price  of  Love  is  an  attempt  to  connect  with  that 
undefinable  audience  in  a  big  way.  Will  it  work,  I 
wonder.  Will  they  recognize  themselves  in  this 
agile  gay  performer  who  knows  how  to  rock  but 
still  sometimes  wears  his  heart  on  his  sleeve?  If  so, 
so  much  the  better  for  us  Seredaphiles  —  we'll  get 
another  expensive-sounding  record  in  short  or- 
der. If  not,  we  may  have  to  wait  awhile  again, 
which  will  be  a  pain,  but  like  Sereda  himself,  we'll 
take  our  lumps.  If  that's  the  price,  we'll  "pay  the 
price  of  love."  • 
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You  expect  nothing  less  than  the  best.  After  all,  you're 
at  home  in  the  Church  St  neighbourhood. 
Brandt  makes  sure  you  get  the  best. 
It's  a  language  we  understand. 
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We  have  fresh  top  quality  beef,  pork, 
lamb,  veal,  poultry  and  fish. 

We're  friendly  and  courteous  and 
eager  to  help  you. 

We  carry  a  wide  selection  of  cheese, 
deli  and  imported  food  products  & 
pastries.  And  we  cater  food  trays. 
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Brandt  Meats  &  Delicatessen 
530  Church  St  Toronto  961-3892 

Open  Monday  to  Friday  8am-8pm,  Saturday  8am-6pm 
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OBITUARY 


Philosopher,  novelist,  political  activist— deBeauvoir  truly  left  a  "life'swork" 

Simone  de  Beauvoir 


a 


o 


ne  is  not  bom,  but  rather 
becomes,  a  woman."  More 
than  any  of  her  others,  these  are  the  words  for 
which  Simone  de  Beauvoir  will  be  remembered. 
They  form  the  core  of  her  existential-feminist  ex- 
ploration, The  Second  Sex,  which  attracted  in- 
ternational attention  in  1949  for  its  challenge  to 
the  very  notion  of  feminine  nature.  By  detailing 
the  conditions  which  shaped  women's  lives  —  in 
childhood,  youth,  sexual  initiation,  marriage, 
lesbianism,  prostitution,  maturity,  old  age  and 
independence  —  de  Beauvoir  exposed  "the  eter- 
nal feminine"  as  a  myth.  It  was  a  civilization 
favouring  men,  not  biology,  that  created  women, 
and  which  in  the  process  tied  them  to  an  op- 
pressive feminine  destiny.  In  the  language  of  ex- 
istentialism, "in  every  case,  man  puts  himself  for- 
ward as  the  Subject  and  considers  woman  as  an 
Object,  as  the  Other." 

The  response  to  the  first  publication  of  The 
Second  Sex  was  almost  uniformly  hostile.  As  de 
Beauvoir  writes  in  her  memoirs,"unsatisfied,  fri- 
gid, priapic,  nymphomaniac,  lesbian,  a  hundred 
times  aborted,  I  was  everything,  even  an  unmar- 
ried mother."  And  while  the  right  naturally  de- 
tested the  book,  there  was  little  support  forth- 
coming from  her  colleagues  on  the  left  either  — 
one  writer  commented  that  at  best  it  would '  'give 
the  factory  girls  at  Billacourt  a  good  giggle."  Yet 
The  Second  Sex  sold  tremendously  well,  and  for 
many  years  after  its  writing  de  Beauvoir  received 
a  steady  stream  of  letters  from  women  of  all  ages 
and  walks  of  life,  thanking  her  for  helping  them  to 
understand  and  cope  with  the  difficulties  they 
faced.  The  book  is  now  generally  regarded  as  a 
feminist  classic,  and  has  been  credited  with  in- 
spiring the  modern  women's  movement. 

By  the  time  of  her  death  at  age  78  this  April, 
however,  Simone  de  Beauvoir  had  contributed 
far  more  than  this  one  book .  A  prolific  writer  and 
frequent  activist,  she  left  her  mark  on  philo- 
sophy, literature,  politics  and  feminism.  At  21 
she  was  the  youngest  person  ever  to  receive  an  ag- 
gregation from  France's  Sorbonne.  ranking  se- 
cond in  her  class  only  to  Jean -Paul  Sartre,  who 
would  become  her  life-long  intellectual  and  per- 

"...  unsatisfied, 
frigid,  priapic, 
nymphomaniac, 
lesbian,  a  hundred 
times  aborted,  I  was 
everything,  even  an 
unmarried  mother/  " 

sonal  companion.  Together  they  were  the  leading 
lights  of  French  existentialism,  which  flowered  in 
the  1930s  and  40s.  At  this  point  de  Beauvoir  was 
unconcerned  with  politics  —  she  wrote  of  this 
early  point  in  her  life  that  she  quite  consciously 
took  a  stance  of  intellectual  disengagement  from 
the  world,  preferring  to  be  a  spectator  and  focus 
on  her  writing.  The  outbreak  of  the  second  world 
war  changed  her  perspective.  She  decided  that 
"the  happiness  and  misery  of  men  was  of  inti- 


De  Beauvoir.  "I  am  an  Intellectual  whose  weapons  are  words ' 


mate  concern  to  me,' '  and  along  with  many  other 
intellectuals  joined  the  French  resistance. 

De  Beauvoir  produced  some  of  her  best  work 
in  the  1950s  and  60s.  In  1954  her  novel  The  Man- 
darins, a  roman  a  clef  about  Sartre,  Albert 
Camus,  herself  and  other  members  of  the  French 
left  after  the  liberation,  won  the  prestigious  Prix 
Goncourt.  All  Men  are  Mortal  appeared  in 
1955,  Les  Belles  Images  in  1967,  and  The  Wo- 
man Destroy  ed'm  1968.  She  wrote  A  Very  Easy 
Death,  the  story  of  her  mother's  painful  death 
from  cancer,  in  1 964;  and  the  first  two  volumes  of 
her  critically  acclaimed  autobiography  were  pub- 
lished in  1958  and  1963.  But  de  Beauvoir  was  at 
the  same  time  an  activist.  She  and  Sartre  publish- 
ed a  great  number  of  articles  in  Parisian  news- 
papers, particularly  Les  Temps  Modernes;  she 
participated  in  a  1960s  tribunal  condemning  the 
American  role  in  Vietnam;  and  she  was  arrested 
with  Sartre  for  selling  a  banned  Maoist  newspa- 
per in  1970.  The  cause  perhaps  closest  to  her 
heart  was  Algerian  independence  from  French 
rule,  and  in  1960  she  and  Sartre  were  both  ban- 
ned from  appearing  on  state-controlled  radio 
and  television  for  signing  a  manifesto  supporting 
the  right  to  refuse  military  service  in  Algeria. 

It  was  not  until  1 97 1  that  de  Beauvoir  actively 
involved  herself  with  feminism,  however.  Her 
first  step  was  to  sign  her  name  to  the  Manifesto  of 


the  343,  publicly  declaring  along  with  hundreds 
of  other  French  women  that  she  had  obtained  an 
illegal  abortion,  and  demanding  both  free  access 
to  birth  control  and  freedom  of  abortion.  There 
are  several  reasons  for  the  22-year  gap  between 
this  initiative  and  The  Second  Sex.  Feminism 
had  only  become  a  "movement"  in  France  in 
1970,  and  according  to  de  Beauvoir  the  scattered 


women's  organizations  that  preceded  it  were  too 
reformist  and  legalistic  to  interest  her.  More  im- 
portantly, when  she  wrote  The  Second  Sex,  de 
Beauvoir  believed  that  socialism  was  the  only  real 
remedy  for  inequality  between  the  sexes.  Her 
position  changed  over  time  as  she  observed  not 
only  that  improvements  in  women's  condition 
were  proceeding  at  a  snail's  pace  in  France,  but 
also  that  the  situation  for  women  in  the  Soviet 
Union  and  China  was  not  appreciably  better. 

De  Beauvoir  was  quite  active  in  the  women's 
movement  in  the  seventies  although,  as  she  cau- 
tioned an  interviewer  in  1976,  "I  am  not  a  mili- 
tant in  the  strict  meaning  of  the  word  —  I'm  not 
thirty,  I'm  sixty-seven,  and  I  am  an  intellectual 
whose  weapons  are  words."  She  was  for  a  time 
co-president  of  Choisir,  founded  in  1971  to  pro- 
tect the  women  who  had  signed  the  Manifesto  of 
the  343.  She  became  the  president  of  Ligue  du 
Droit  des  Femmes  founded  in  1974,  and  was  par- 
ticularly concerned  with  its  efforts  to  create  shel- 
ters for  battered  women.  De  Beauvoir  was  invol- 
ved with  the  International  Tribunal  on  Crimes 
Against  Women  held  in  Brussels  in  1 976.  In  1 977 
Questions  Feministes  was  launched  under  her 
editorship,  a  radical  feminist  theory  journal 
which  opposed  the  growing  essentialism  in  the 
women's  movement.  The  lead  article  in  the  first 
issue  was  reminiscent  of  The  Second  Sex—  "We 
must  abolish  sex  classes,  and  in  order  to  do  so  we 
must  not  let  ourselves  be  haunted  by  the  insidious 
question  of  identity,  of  values  'specific'  to  each 
sex,  not  be  engulfed  in  the  unique  valorization  of 
our  sex  'culture'....  There  is  no  essence.  There  is 
no  woman,  no  femininity,  no  eternal  feminine. . . . 
Some  say  Woman.  We  say  Women." 

Simone  de  Beauvoir's  most  significant  contri- 
bution isn't  to  be  found  in  one  particular  book  or 
endeavour — above  all,  it's  the  consistency  of  her 
work  and  commitment  that  is  striking.  While  she 
might  have  rested  content  with  her  part  in  the  de- 
velopment of  existentialism,  with  her  literary  suc- 
cesses, or  with  writing  of  The  Second  Sex,  de 
Beauvoir  never  did  slow  down  and  continued  to 
write  well  into  her  seventies.  She  was  one  of  those 
rare  people  who  really  produced  a  "life's  work." 

Lee  Waldorf  % 


With  Sartre  In  1970 
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•  In  Xtra!  TBP's 
Toronto  paper. 

What's  on  and  what's  up 
In  the  city  —  movies, 
plays,  concerts,  bar-nights, 
dances,  and  just  about 
everything  else! 

It's  complete,  it's  current, 
and  it's  free  at  these 

locations: 


Theatre  Paste  Muraille  16  Ryerson  Ave.  The 
Romans  II  742  Bay  St.  Katrina's  5  St  Joseph  St.  Club 
Z  1 1 A  St  Joseph  St.  Glad  Day  Bookshop  648  A  Yonge 
St.  2nd  fl.  Avalon  S30  Yonge  St.  2nd  fl.  Y-Knot  488 
Yonge  St.  2nd  fl.  St  Charles  Tavern  488  Yonge  St. 
Hitch'N'Post  529  Yonge  St.  Cornelius  579  Yonge  St. 
Queen  of  Hearts  599C  Yonge  St.  Chaps  9  Isabella  St. 
Komrad's  I  Isabella  St.  Cafe  No  S  5  Isabella  St. 
Karl's  Cafe  678  Yonge  St.  Living  Well  Cafe  692 
Yonge  St.  The  Quest  665  Yonge  St.  The  Fare  Ex- 
change 4  Irwin  Ave.  Chei  Moi  30  Hayden  St.  SI? 
Church  St  Community  Centre  519  Church  St.  Piz- 
za Nova  562  Church  St.  Church  St  Cafe  485  Church 
St.  Together  457  Church  St.  The  Barn  83  Granby  St. 
Les  Cavaliers  418  Church  St.  Club  Ivory  414  Church 
St.  Buddy's  370  Church  St.  J's  Records  74  Gerrard 
St.  The  Club  Baths  23 1  Mutual  St.  Chat  Travel  2S5 
Gerrard  St  E.  Pimblett's  249  Gerrard  St  E.  Peter 
Brown  Travel  546  Parliament  St.  Purple  Onion  S47 
Parliament  St.  Lipstick  580  Parliament  St.  The  Selby 
Hotel  (Boot's  and  Bud's  at  The  Selby)  592  Sher 
bourne  St.  Yofi's  19  Baldwin  St.  Toronto  Women's 
Bookstore  73  Harbord  St.  Courage  My  Love  14 
Kensington  Ave.  The  Theatre  Centre  296  Brunswick 
Ave.  By  the  Way  Cafe  400  Bloor  St  W.  Renaissance 
Cafe  509  Bloor  St  W.  The  Bloor  Cinema  506  Bloor 
St  W.  Bathurst  St  Theatre  736  Bathurst  St.  MCC 
730  Bathurst  St.  Factory  Theatre  1 25  Bathurst  St. 
The  Epicure  Cafe  512  Queen  St  W,  Bragg  446 
Queen  St  W.  The  Cameron  408  Queen  St  W.  The 
Rivoli  334  Queen  St  W.  Peter  Pan  373  Queen  St  W. 
Raclette  361  Queen  St  W.  Pages  Bookstore  256 
Queen  St  W.  Queen  Mother  Cafe  206  Queen  St  W. 
The  Barracks  56  Widmer  St.  Oscar's  1 77  Church  St. 
Emilio's  127  Queen  St  E.  Griffon  Arms  117  Dundas 
St  E.  Cl»b  101  101  jarvis  St.  The  Cameo  95  Trinity  St. 
II  East  Hotel  (The  Toolbox)  18  Eastern  Ave. 
Gallery  940  940  Queen  St  E.  Toronto  Counselling 
Centre  for  Lesbians  and  Gays  105  Carlton  St. 
Hassle-Free  Clinic  566  Church  St.  2nd  fl.  York 
University  Bookstore  Ross  Building.  Priape  1661 
rue  Ste-Cathenne.  Montreal 

Pick  it  up  when 
you  go  out 
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TORONTO? 
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is  right  where  you  are.  Check 

the  list  below  for  the  location 

of  the  outlet  nearest  you, 

and  get  your  copy  of  TBP 
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XTRA! 


DOWNTOWN 

Edwards  Books  &  Art.  421  Bloor  E 
W  H  Smith,  Hudson's  Bay  Centre, 

Bloor  &  Yonge 
Boots  at  the  Selby,  592  Sherbourne 

Fairway  Variety,  520  Parliament 

Books  &  Chocolates,  584  Parliament 

Parliament  Smoke  &  Gift.  609  Parliament 

Chaps,  9  Isabella 

Hitch-n-Post,  529  Yonge 

Records  on  Wheels,  621  Yonge 

Longhouse  Book  Shop,  630  Yonge 

Book  City,  663  Yonge 

Glad  Day  Bookshop,  648A  Yonge 

Min-A-Mart,  557  Church  St 

Toolbox,  18  Eastern 

Cameo  Club.  95  Trinity 

Topper  Books,  289  Yonge 

Mottel  Book  Shop,  329  Yonge 

Phantasy  Books,  329  1/2  Yonge 

Time  Square  Books.  369  Yonge 

Atalanta  Variety,  368  Church 

Club  Baths,  231  Mutual 

This  Ain't  the  Rosedale  Library, 

110  Queen E 

Olympia  Gift  Shop,  Toronto  Star  Building, 

Yonge  &  Queen's  Quay 

World's  Biggest  Bookstore 

20  Edward  St 

Roman  II  Health  &  Recreation  Spa,  742  Bay 

Lichtman's  News&  Books,  The  Atrium,  595  Bay  J 

lichtman's  News  &  Books.  34  Adelaide  W 

Classic  Bookshop,  Royal  Bank  Plaza,  200  Bay 

W  H  Smith,  TD  Centre,  King  and  Bay 

Lovecraft,  63  Yorkville 

Book  Cellar,  142  Yorkville 

University  8ookroom,  63A  St  George 

Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  73  Harbord 

Reader's  Den,  208  Bloor  W 

SCM  Book  Room,  333  Bloor  W 

Book  City.  501  Bloor  W 

Textbook  Store,  U  of  T  Campus 

Bob  Miller  Book  Room.  180  Bloor  W 

A  S  Smoke  &  Gift  Shop.  273  College 

All  Booked  Up.  Village-by-the-Grange, 

105McCaul 

Pages  Book  Stores,  256  Queen  W 

Edwards  Books  &  Art,  356  Queen  W 

Barracks,  56  Widmer 

EAST  TORONTO 

Beaches  Book  Shop.  2199  Queen  E 

Cambridge  Tuck  Shop 

50  Cambridge 

Booksmith,  2012B  Queen  E 

Garfield,  Gerrard  Square, 

Gerrard  &  Pape 

NORTH  TORONTO 

Nu-Claire's  Cigar  Store.  1636  Bayview 

Bookworks.  2409  Yonge 

The  Book  Nook,  2481  Yonge 

Lichtman's  News  &  Books,  1430  Yonge 

Book  Cellar,  1560  Yonge 

McPherson  Discount  Variety.  214  Macpherson 

WEST  TORONTO 

Bloor  Discount  Variety.  610  Bloor  W 

EAST  YORK 

Thorncllffe  News  Stand.  45  Overlea 

NORTH  YORK 

York  University  Bookroom, 
Keele  &  Steeies  campus 

MISSISSAUGA 

Insight  Books,  Sheridan  Mall 


QUICK. 

Name  Gay 

Best  Kept  Secret. 


Pittsburgh! 


Them's  a  lot  to  enjoy  in  the  Three  Rivers  area  named 
Amniica's  most  livahle  city  hy  Rand  McNally's  "Places  Rated 
Almanac1"  The  burgeoning  and  diverse  gay  community  in 
Pittsburgh  is  a  pleasant  surprise  to  most  visitors  as  well! 

To  find  out  more  about  gay  Pittsburgh  and  what  the  region 
has  to  offer,  send  $3  for  a  "Pittsburgh  Pak"  consisting  of  a 
current  copy  of  "Out,"  the  local  60-page  gay  newspaper 
which  contains  a  map  keyed  to  over  30  places  of  gay  interest, 
a  full  color  biochure,  and  a  28-page  calendar  highlighting 
most  local  gay  bars  Mail  to:  OPC.  Inc..  640  Allenby  Ave.. 
Pittsburgh.  PA  15218. 

NAME 

ADDRESS  


CITY. 


STATE ZIP. 


LE  MAGAZINE 

QUI  SORT 

DE  L'ORDINAIRE 


THE 
BODY 


%2 


REACH  THE  FRANCOPHONE  GAY 
MARKET  THROUGH  THE  FRENCH 
LANGUAGE  GAY  MAGAZINE 
SORTIE 

The  Body  Politic  is  pleased  to  announce  that 
we  are  now  the  advertising  representative  of 
SORTIE  Magazine  of  Montreal. 

If  you  would  like  to  reach  the  french  language 

gay  market,  contact  Brian  Flint  at  (416)364-6320 

or  write  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  Canada  M5W  1X9 
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Doctor  Edward  Kamski 

General  Practitioner 


40  Wellesley  Street  East 
Suite  302 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y 1G4 


(416)920-3241 


What  can  you 
do  in  the 
country? 


AESTHETERA 


PAUL  T.WILLIS, 

B.A.,LL.B. 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 
NOTARY  PUBLIC 

For  the  General 
Practice  of  Law 

Day  or  evening 
appointments  available 

248  Gerrard  Street  East.  Suite  1 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  2G2 

Telephone  (416)  926-9806 


O 


DR.  I.vonLICHTENBERG,  Ph.D. 

STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL 


MARITAL  AND  SEXUAL  THERAPY 
CRISIS  AND  STRESS  MANAGEMENT 

562  PARLIAMENT  STREET 

TORONTO.  CANADA  M4X  1P8 

(416)  968-1630 


sauna 

hot  tub 

hike 

bike 

dine 

glide 

read 

relax 

listen  to  the  quiet 

forget  your  troubles 

get  happy 


Robert  G.  Coates 

B.  Sc.,  LL.  B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  Kast 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5B  1C7 

598-4922 


Just  90  minutes 
away... 

Manfred's  Meadow  Guest  House, 
R.  R.  #  1, 

Grand  Valley,  Ontario,  Canada 
L0N  1G0 

(519)  925-5306 
(416)223^714 
Information  &  brochure. 

...anytime. 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Sir  Peter  Pears,  who  died  April  3,  played 
one  of  the  most  significant  supporting 
roles  to  modern  music;  besides  achieving  his  own 
sort  of  stardom  as  England's  leading  tenor,  Pears 
sustained  the  late  Benjamin  Britten  (Lord  Britten, 
died  1976)  for  four  decades  as  friend  and  lover.  It 
was  Pears'  voice  which  moved  Britten  to  direct  his 
talents  towards  opera,  to  become  the  century's 
foremost  opera  composer  (alongside  Richard 
Strauss  and  Berg),  and  to  develop  "a  kind  of 
British  opera  that  will  explode  the  vital  native 
qualities  of  the  English  voice  and  language." 

Born  near  London  in  1910,  Pears  was  a  minor 
young  singer  when  he  met  Britten,  a  brilliant,  icon- 
oclastic but  musically  immature  composer  of  23, 
in  1937.  They  began  their  creative  collaboration 
that  fall,  when  Britten  first  played  piano  for  a  Pears 
recital;  intimately  in  touch  as  performers  and  men, 
they  always  came  together  in  the  subtleties  of 
Schubert.  The  fruition  of  the  Britten-Pears  part- 
nership came,  however,  with  the  premiere  in  1945 
of  Peter  Grimes,  Britten's  first  major  stage  work. 
Greeted  as  the  Great  British  Opera,  it  sealed  the 

Pears  was  the 

biggest  live-in 

inspiration  since 

Clara  Schuman 


reputation  of  composer  and  singer  (Pears  took  the 
title  role)  and  introduced  the  line  of  powerful  parts 
which  Britten  was  to  write  for  Pears. 

Artistic  radicals  in  embracing  the  sharp 
modern  thought  of  Gustav  Mahler,  Berg  and 
Igor  Stravinsky  amid  the  post-Elgarian  conven- 
tion and  contentment  of  English  music;  con- 
scientious objectors  in  World  War  Two;  homosex 
uals  at  a  time  when  the  mighty  conductor 
Thomas  Beecham  could  ask  the  Covent  Garden 
opera  house  to  please  come  up  with  "The 
Twilight  of  the  Sods"  —  Britten  and  Pears 
responded  with  passionate  musical  treatments  of 
alienation.  The  characters  of  Peter  Grimes,  Billy 
Budd  and  Owen  Wingrave  in  those  three  operas 
are  representative  rejected  outside  figures.  To  a 
lesser  extent,  the  Britten-Pears  oeuvre  makes 
overt  references  to  their  shared  sexuality,  too. 
Seven  Sonnets  of  Michelangelo,  set  by  Britten, 
are  addressed  by  an  artist  to  his  male  lover;  there 
are  strong  homoerotic  sub-texts  to  Peter  Grimes 
(the  story  tells  of  a  fisherman  accused  of  murder- 
ing his  male  apprentices)  and  Billy  Budd  (with  its 
all-male  cast),  and  old  Aschenbach's  infatuation 
with  the  boy  Tadzio  is  at  the  centre  of  Death  in 
Venice,  Britten's  last  opera  (Pears,  incidentally, 
made  his  Met  debut  in  1974  as  Aschenbach). 

Sexuality  in  music  is  not  much  discussed.  But 
the  careers  of  Pears  and  Britten,  distinguished  in 
every  mainstream  way,  were  also  tangential  to 
the  growth  of  gay  art  and  literature  in  the  mid- 
century;  indeed  they  lived  with  WH  Auden  and 
Chester  Kallman  in  New  York  in  the  early  40s, 
EM  Forster  co-wrote  the  libretto  of  Billy  Budd, 
and  (for  what  its  worth)  Christopher  Isherwood 
turned  down  Britten's  invitation  to  write  Peter 
Grimes  (this  was  before  "solidarity"...). 


So  Peter  Pears  lives  in  the  record  libraries  and 
the  history  books  as  a  persuasive  and  moving  in- 
terpreter of  song,  the  commissioner  of  major 
works  from  Witold  Lutoslawski  and  Michael 
Berkeley,  and  the  editor  (with  Britten)  of 
Purcell's  vocal  music.  But  as  the  biggest  live-in 
inspiration  since  Clara  Schuman,  he  lives  in  a 
half-dozen  great  operas,  song  cycles,  the  Sere- 
nade for  Tenor,  Horn  and  Strings,  the  War  Re- 
quiem.. . .  What  Michelangelo  said  in  his  thirtieth 
sonnet  might  as  well  have  been  addressed  by  Ben- 
jamin Britten  to  his  lover,  its  translator  and  the 
man  who  realised  his  most  personal  music: 

"With  your  lovely  eyes  I  see  a  sweet  light  that 
yet  with  my  blind  ones  I  cannot  see. . .  with  your 
wings,  I,  wingless,  fly." 

Barnaby  Page  9 

PINK  LAUGHS 

I  always  thought  that  I  had  a  great  sense  of 
humour  —  a  little  warped,  but  great!  But  as  soon 
as  I  get  together  with  a  group  of  my  lesbian 
friends,  I'm  quickly  and  easily  outwarped.  When 
it  comes  to  humour,  lesbians  seem  to  walk  away 
with  all  the  prizes.  Finally,  someone  has  decided 
to  put  together  a  collection  of  jokes  to  tickle  les- 
bian bones  as  well  as  other  body  parts.  T  Jewell  is 
asking  for  any  submissions;  ones  you  have  heard 
as  well  as  ones  you've  created. 

She  plans  to  publish  them  in  a  collection  entitl- 
ed Lesbialaughs.  If  you  are  interested  in  sharing 
punch  lines  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  send  all 
jokes  to  1815  E  Michigan  Ave,  Lansing  MI, 
48912.  The  deadline  for  submissions  is  Sept  1 
1986.  Did  you  hear  the  one  about  the  traveling 
dildo  salesperson...? 

Thomas  Andrew  Keith  • 

PINK  POETICS 

77  Thompson  St,  Padiham-Burnley ,  Lanes,  BB2 
7  BG,  Great  Britian  is  the  address  of  a  seemingly 
very  busy  house.  Out  of  this  abode  comes  three 
relatively  new,  eclectic  (or  did  I  mean  eccentric?) 
publications  printed  by  Pleasure  Publications. 
The  main  one  is  called  the  International  Melodic 
Scribble:  Literature  Magazine  and  is  available 
free  from  the  little  English  house.  The  contents 
are  very  interesting,  to  say  the  least,  and  worth 
reading.  A  second  magazine.  Super  Trouper: In- 
ternational Melodic  Scribble  Review  Supple- 
ment (costing  lOp  per  issue)  takes  a  bizzare  look 
at  some  of  the  thousands  of  obscure  alternative 
press  publications  available  in  Britain. 

But  the  strangest  use  of  the  English  language 
(not  BBC  in  any  way)  is  saved  by  Pleasure 
Publications  for  /  Want  To  Eat  Your  Stomach. 
The  best  way  I  can  think  of  describing  this 
magazine  is  by  quoting  the  opening  remarks  of 
Stomach's  editor,  Ethelred  Skudge  Naggernunk. 

"We  want  the  crass,  the  furious,  the  carnal,  the 
gruesome,  the  kinky.  Each  rancid  issue  will 
also  contain  reviews  of  the  heinous  and  vile  in- 
terviews with  abominable  persons  including 
some  of  the  small  presses  most  famous  writers 
and  editors.  Send  us  a  daring  photograph  of 
yourself  to  be  published  alongside  your  work'  / 
H  ant  To  Eat  Your  Stomach  will  be  naughty ' 
In  return  lor  your  excreta  you  will  get  a  free  copy 
of  the  zinc  you  appear  in  and  a  surpnse.  my  story 
gift  that'll  turn  your  pubes  white'  I  daa-  you  to 
submit'" 

I  love  it  when  people  ask  me  to  submit!  Have  fun 
with  this  one. 

Thomas  Andrew  Keith  • 
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Welcome  to  The  Body  Politic  Classifieds  —  gay  people  making  contact 
with  each  other  across  Canada  and  beyond. 
It's  a  bargain.  Personal  ads  are  just  40<t  a  word,  with  a  minimum 
charge  of  $8.00.  Business  ads  (those  placed  for  any  profit-making  ser- 
vice) are  75<t  per  word;  $15.00  minimum  —  or  call  our  advertising 
manager  at  (416)  364-6320  and  ask  about  reasonable  rates  for  display  ads. 
You  can  be  bold,  stand  out,  or  be  a  grabber!  For  a  small  additional  charge,  you  can  really  call  atten- 
tion to  your  ad  with  one  of  our  special  headings: 

BOLD:  27  CHARACTERS.  MAXIMUM.  ONLY  SS.00. 

STANDOUT:  20  CHARACTERS,  MAXIMUM.  AN  ADDITIONAL  $10.00. 

GRABBER!  15  CHARACTERS.  LEAP  OFF  THE  PAGE  FOR  $15.00! 

You  save  if  you  repeat  your  ad.  Run  your  message  twice,  and  you  save  15%.  Three  or  four  insertions 
save  you  20°/o;  five  to  nine  25%;  and  if  your  ad  runs  ten  or  more  times,  you  save  30<Vo! 
And  you  save  if  you  subscribe.  Body  Politic  subscribers  can  deduct  $2  from  the  cost  of  their  ads.  And 
if  you  don't  have  a  subscription  yet,  you  can  order  one  on  the  form  below  —  and  still  get  $2  off. 
We'll  forward  your  responses.  If  you  don't  want  your  address  or  phone  number  to  appear  in  your 
ad,  we'll  assign  a  drawer  number  people  can  mail  to  at  The  Body  Politic.  We'll  forward  your  responses 
to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  an  extra  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 
Conditions.  All  ads  must  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  ar- 
rive by  the  advertising  deadline  given  below.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless 
you  instruct  us  otherwise.  Ad  replies  sent  to  a  drawer  number  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 
Some  rules:  Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  party  is  under  2 1  years  of  age,  or  if  more  than  two  people  are 
involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
prohibits  specifications  based  on  race,  age  or  sex  in  any  ad  offering  employment.  Personal  ads  offering 
scenarios  that  might  reasonably  be  read  as  racially  or  otherwise  abusive  or  stereotypical  must  clearly 
indicate  that  what  is  being  requested  is  mutually  consensual  sexual  play  and  not  relations  of  genuine 
subservience,  such  as  employment.  We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  or  alter  any  ad. 


•  CLASSIFIEDS* 


Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it's  smart  to  be 
positive  about  yourself  and  to  avoid  inadvertently  insulting  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  ferns." 

How  to  place  an  ad:  Just  fill  in  the  form  below.  Choose  a  Bold,  Standout  or  Grabber  heading  if  you 
want,  then  write  the  rest  of  your  message  in  the  boxes  below,  one  word  per  box.  Telephone  numbers 
count  as  one  word,  as  do  postal  codes.  The  amount  in  the  last  box  that  you  write  in  is  the  basic  cost  of 
your  ad.  Then,  calculate  your  total  cost:  add  charges  for  a  special  head  or  our  forwarding  service  if 
you've  chosen  them,  and  deduct  discounts  if  you  run  your  ad  more  than  once,  or  if  you  subscribe. 

Mail  your  ad  along  with  payment  or  charge  information  to  us  at:  TBP  Classifieds,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9.  Or  you  can  place  your  ad  by  phone:  figure  out  what  you  want  to  say,  get  out 
your  charge  card  and  call  us  at  (416)  364-6320.  Ask  for  the  person  in  charge  of  classified  ads. 
i..«....nBH_.._     How  to  answer  an  ad:  It's  easy  — and  it's  free. 


Get  my  ad  into  The  Body  Politics  classifieds. 


My  heading  is  ^  GRABBER! 

Maximum  15  characters 


Mv  text  is 


STANDOUT 

Maximum  20  characters 

BOLD 

Maximum  27  characters 


$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

S8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

58.00 

$8.00 

$8.40 

$8.80 

$9.20 

$9.60 

$10.00 

$1040 

$10.80 

$11.20 

$11.60 

$12.00 

$12.40 

$12.80 

$13.20 

$13.60 

$14.00 

$14.40 

114.80 

$15.20 

$15.60 

$16.00 

$16.40 

$16.80 

517.20 

$17.60 

$18.00 

$18.40 

$18.80 

$19.20 

$19.60 

$20.00 

$20.40 

$20.80 

$21.20 

$21.60 

$22.00 

$22.40 

$22.80 

$23.20 

$23.60 

$24.00 

More  to  say?  just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  40C  per  word  (7SC  per  word  for  business  ads). 


Basic  cost  $ 


limes. 


numberofruns: 


S_ 


Special  heading 
Grabber  ($1 5.00  x  number. 


of  runs): 
of  runs): 


Standout  (SI 0.00 x  number 

Bold  ($5 .00  x  number of  runs): 

Total  cost  before  discounts: 
Discounts 

2  runs.  Deduct  15% 

3-4  runs.  Deduct  20% 

5-9 runs.  Deduct  25% 

I0-I2runs.  Deduct  30% 

I  am  a  subscriber .  I  can  deduct  $2.00 

I  'm  going  to  subscribe  no* .  Deduct  $2.00 

Forwarding  Service 

Please  assign  a  drawer  number  and  forward  replies. 
I  enclose  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue 

Subscribe! 

Iwanttosubscribe. 

(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal) 


_$ 

_$ 

.J 

-$              2.00 

-S              2.00 

Subtotal  S 

Subtotal  $ 

Canada  $        24.95  CN 
International  $         24.95  US 

Deadline  for  July  issue 
5  PM,  Wednesday  June  1 1 

Deadline  for  August  issue 
5  PM,  Wednesday  July  9 


Name: 


Address: 


City: 


Prov/State: 


Code: 


Total  payment  S_ 


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with 

your  payment  to:  TBP  Classifieds,  Box  7219,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario  MSW  1X9. 


t 


My  cheque/money  order  is  enclosed, 
(hargemy  Visa  Maslercharge 

Card  number  


Expiry  date: 


Signature: 


shown  below: 


□ 


Drawer TBP  Classifieds 

Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON 
MSW  1X9 


Affix 

sufficient 

postage 


Make  sure  to  write  the  drawer  number  on  the 
outside  of  the  envelope  —  this  is  our  cue  to  for- 
ward your  letter  without  opening  it. 


Order  by 
phone! 

It's  easy:  Just  figure  out 

what  you  want  to  say, 

write  it  down,  get  out 

your  charge  card  and  call 

(416)  364-6320 

any  time  between  1 1  am 

and  5  pm,  Monday 

through  Friday.  Just  tell 

us  you'd  like  to  place  a 

classified  ad,  and  well 

take  your  message  and 

your  charge  card 

number.  Payment  by 

Visa  or  Mastercard  only. 


BPC06602 
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Two  Feminist 
Classics 


/").         Sally  Gear  hart 
(  /  ■  fjA.    Susan  Rennie 

_  revised  &  expanded 
edition 


Feminist 
TAROT 


The 
Wanderground 


IN  BOOKSTORES 

OR 

CLIP  THIS  AD 

TO  ORDER 


□  A  Feminist  Tarot,  by  Sally 
Gearhart  and  Susan  Rennie, 
$7.00.  The  first  book  to  provide 
feminist  interpretations  for  the 
traditional  tarot  deck. 

D  The  Wanderground,  by  Sally 
Gearhart,  $7.00.  Visionary  stories 
of  a  future  in  which  women  live  in 
a  women's  culture.  "Sally 
Gearhart  writes  with  care  and 
tenderness  about  the  harmony  of 
the  natural  order  and  the  place  of 
women  in  it.  We  need  such  vi- 
sions," writes  Elizabeth  A.  Lynn. 

Enclosed    is    $  '        for    the 

book(s)  I've  checked  above.  (Add  $1 
postage  when  ordering  just  one  hook. 
If  you  order  two  or  more,  we'll  pay  all 

postage.) 


name 


address 


state 


.zip. 


Alyson  Publications 

iv, ,   I-  59,  m  Plympton  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 


TBP/June86 


WOMEN'S  WORK 

70  CAMBRIDGE  AVE.,  SUITE  1521, 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO  M4K  2L5 


•  PAPER  HANGING  -  GRASSCLOTHS, 
FABRICS,  MYLARS,  VINYLS 

•  PAINTING 

•  REFINISHING  AND  RESTOREING 
FURNITURE 

Personal  Service  By:  Judy    Mitchell 

(416)  465-8339 


CLASSIFIEDS 


w~ 

B .  v 

If/WcaM 

iV         J55 

hwBb 

•  H 

( 

•  Depf 

fhen  you  go  on  vacation., 
your  obligations  don't! 

H0USESITTERS,. 

Toronto  and  Area  591-1295 
Niagara  Region  685-3835 

juse  sitting  (live-In  or  daily  visits)  •  On  c 

leaning  services  available  •  Fully  bonde 

■ridable  •  Insured  •  Inexpensive  •  Perso 

Service  •  We  accept  major  credit  cards 

oing 

d 

nalized 

Readers  of  Scott  Symons'  new  novel, 
Helmet  of  Flesh,  will  enjoy  the 
Symons  biography  in  Charles 
Taylor's  Six  Journeys:  A  Canadian 
Pattern — along  with  the  biographies 
of  five  other  Canadian  rebels  and 
creators. 

Symons,  a  prominent  writer,  teacher 
and  historian,  scandalized  Toronto 
society  by  leaving  his  career  and 
marriage  for  Mexico  and  a  male 
lover.  The  story  of  his  (very  Cana- 
dian) odyssey  is  retold  in  this  "quirky, 
fascinating  book"     (Toronto  Star). 


Six  Journeys: 

A  Canadian  Pattern 

by  Charles  Taylor 

$11.95  hardcover 

Available  from  better  booksellers. 

^    ANANSI  PRESS    *S 


HOMES 

•VICTORIA* 

VICTORIA     BC.     EDWARDIAN     TOWNHOUSE. 

$145,000.  Garden  and  location  are  special.  Box  183,  Vic- 
toriaBCV8W2M6. 

•     B     A     R     R     I      E     • 

BARRIE,  ROOM  FOR  RENT,  gay  male,  furnished. 
(705)726-0841  after  6pm. 


•KITCHENER-WATERLOO* 

YOUNG  GAY  MALE,  masculine,  clean,  honest.  Seeks  ac- 
comodation on  or  before  Sept  1/86  with  same  or  couple  in 
the  K-W  Cambridge  area.  Also,  those  who  are  living  at  home 
and  want  to  move  out  please  reply.  Drawer  G56. 

•TORONTO^* 

MAIN  ST  SUBWAY.  Furnished,  private  rooms  for  rent  to 
full-time  male  students.  Must  be  non-smokers,  clean,  quiet, 
responsible  and  discreet.  $335/mo.  698-9722. 

GAY  COUPLE  (MALE)  seeks  lesbian  roommate  to  share 
their  restored  century  townhouse  in  North  Parkdale.  We 
prefer  mature  individual,  non-smoker  and  gainfully 
employed.  $400/mo  for  bedroom  with  en  suite  bathroom, 
run  of  house  and  all  utilities.  First,  last  and  security  deposit 
required.  Available  May  15th.  Phone  536-5503  for  more 
information. 

CABBAGETOWN  LUXURY 

RESTORED  MAIN  HOUSE  $l,850/mo;  adjacent 
coachhouse  $1,150  plus  utilities.  Each  with  own  garden, 
fireplace,  parking.  366-0558. 

COLLEGE  STUDENT  requires  room  to  rent  in  downtown 
Toronto.  I'm  clean,  quiet  and  responsible  person.  Non- 
smoker  GWM  $200-3250  monthly.  Drawer  G32. 

BEDROOM  AND  PRIVATE  kitchen  on  second  floor  of 
house,  laundry  facilities,  utilities  included,  Pape  and 
Queen,  $350/mo,  463-8264.  Doug,  after  6. 

BLOOR/BATHURST.  Furnished  bedroom  for  rent  in  gay 
home  with  kitchen  and  phone  privileges  for  responsible  per- 
son. Some  light  housekeeping.  $50/wk.  Phone  535-2294. 

BLOOR/BATHURST.  Large,  furnished  bed-sitting  rooom 
for  rent  in  gay  home  with  phone  and  kitchen  privileges. 
$70/wk.  Phone  535-2294. 

MALE  GRADUATE  STUDENT,  40  plus,  discreet,  quiet, 
amiable,  needs  inexpensive  quarters  with  responsible 
gay(s),  from  September,  near  U  of  T  or  subway.  Please  write 
today.  Drawer  G15. 

EASY-GOING  GWM,  early  30s,  has  lower  duplex  house  to 
share.  Own  bedroom .  Available  July  1 .  Private  home,  yard , 
laundry,  will  consider  reduced  rent  in  exchange  for  light 
housekeeping.  Must  like  dogs.  College/Bathurst.  Drawer 
G60.       

TRAVEL 

MONTREAL  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

ACCOMODATION  in  private  gay  home,  downtown.  $35 
nightly.  Box  601,  Montreal QC  H2L  4L5.  (514)  521-2238. 

SEASIDE  BED  &  BREAKFAST.  Visit  Expo  86.  1889 
Hollywood  Crescent,  Victoria  BC  V8S  1J2. 

VANCOUVER  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

REGISTRY  FOR  GAY/LESBIAN  VISITORS  to  stay  with 
friends.  Pacific  Lambda  Housing  '86, 745  Clark  Vancouver 
BC  V5L  3J3.  (604)251-9713.  VISA,  MC,  AMEX. 

DRIVING  TO  EXPO! 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  in  lesbian  home.  Revelstoke  BC. 
Women  and/or  men  welcome.  Book  early.  $25  per  person  or 
$35  couple,  nightly.  For  details,  phone  (604)  837-3247. 

EXPO  86  VANCOUVER  BC.  Bed  and  breakfast,  ten 
minutes  to  Expo  site.  $40  per  night  in  gay  home.  Write  Box 
6S682,  Stn  F,  Vancouver  BC  V5N  5K7. 

NEW  ENGLAND 

BED-AND-BREAKFAST  accomodation  in  private  homes 
and  guesthouses.  Contact:  New  England  Lavender  Hos- 
pitality, Box  3757,  Plymouth,  MA  02361.  (617)747-6354. 

EXPO  '86,  VANCOUVER.  Accomodation  in  gay  homes. 
$40/person;  $95  for  suite,  sleeps  up  to  four.  Box  4646. 
VMPO,  Vancouver,  BC.  

EXPO  -  GAY  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

VANCOUVER  penthouse.  West  End.  $55  double.  Gordon 
Douglas,  201-1056  Burnaby  St,  Vancouver  BC  V63  1N5. 
(604)  685-1681.  Reserve::  one  night's  deposit. 

EXPO  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

15  MINUTL  WALK  TO  EXPO  grounds.  2blocks  from  Kit 
silano  Beach.  Comfort  and  convenience  for  one  or  two.  $60 
Canadian.  Micheal  and  Grcig.  1849  Creclman  Ave,  Van- 
couver BCV6J1B7.  (604)731-2221. 


NEW  ENGLAND  COUNTRY  INN 
PEACE  AND  PRIVACY  on  100  scenic  acres  in  New  Hamp- 
shire's White  Mountains.  Charming  rooms,  private  baths. 
Pool  and  hot  tub  at  the  inn  with  antiquing,  hiking,  canoe- 
ing, golf  and  tennis  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn,  Box  118P, 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi, 
Innkeepers. 

EXPO  VANCOUVER  ACCOMODATION 

(ONLY)  IN  GAY  HOUSEHOLD.  Ensuite  bath,  walk-in 
closet,  walk-out  patio,  $35  single,  $40  double.  Call 
(604)879-7852. 

EXPO  86  VANCOUVER 

STAY  IN  BEAUTIFUL  character  home  10  minutes  from 
Expo  site  and  downtown  $40/night.  Don,  257  E  38  Ave,  Van- 
couverBC  V5W  1H3.  (604)324-6420. 

VISITING  AMSTERDAM? 

MAKE  THE  MOST  of  your  visit  by  staying  in  a  spacious 
private  canal  apartment  in  the  heart  of  the  city  —  from  $475 
(US)  weekly.  2-bed,  2-floor,  lounge,  diner,  kitchen,  TV, 
video,  phone.  Details  AJM,  Beulingstraat  21-2,  1017BA 
Amsterdam,  Netherlands.  Tel  +31-20-246919. 

NIGHTLY  GAY  BED/BREAKFAST.  Downtown  loca- 
tions. Call  Bob  for  info/reservations.  (416)964-3990. 
lOam-lOpm.  (City  guides  available.) 


Special  Moments. 
Private  Moments. 
Saltaire  Moments. 

They  begin  with  an  early  morning 
surfslde  stroll,   continue   poolslde 
with  new  friends,  then  extend  on 
into   a   fulfilling    Fort    Lauderdale 
evening.      Visit      us      soon      and 
discover  for  yourself  why  Saltaire 
moments  are  so  special,  so  private. 

Inviting    suites,    efficiencies    and 
rooms  at  Inviting  rates. 

2831  Vlstamar  Street 

Ft.  Lauderdale.  FL  33304 

^Mfc              (305)5661689               mm 

^H|        U.S.  1800231  3432          mmiim 

gu»i'  nous*  ^^^ 

•  secluded»tropical  decor* relaxed  rates* 

•  individual  kitchens  •  intimate  • 

(305)  463-4827  /  U.S.  1-800-356-6111 

3016  alhambra  •  fort  lauderdale  •  Honda  33304 


LAUDERDALE  MANOR  MOTEL 


SUMMER  SPECIAL:  Canadian  money  AT  PAR 

June  1st  to  October  31st 

2926  Valencia  Street,  Fort  Lauderdale 

Florida  33316,  305-463-3385 


S^E   R  V  I   C   E  S 

REDECORATING? 

EXPERT  RESULTS  at  reasonable  cost  on  all  interior  paint- 
ing and  wallpapering.  Free  estimates.  Toronto  only.  J  Jef- 
frey Hollas.  Decorating.  927-8139 

LESBIAN  THERAPIST 
PROVIDES  IND1VIDUAI  and  couple  counselling   fees 
on  a  sliding  scale.  Sue  Bansen  469-2278. 

GOOD  MASSAGE.  Mr  T  Kung.  465  9810 

MASTERFOTO 
SUMMER  SPECIA1  :  135  lor  12  snapshots    Discretion 
assured.  Studio  facilities  available  839  m:1)  morning  or 
Icau' message. 
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1 

3 


$10.00 
$28.00 


POSTAGE  AND 

HANDLING 

INCL. 


We  accept 
Certified  cheques 
and   money  orders 

Visa.  Master  Card. 
American  F.xpress 
and  Diners   Club 

•  include  exp      date) 


Please  print  name,  address 
and  postal  code  clearly  or 
call  514  -932-  6004 


MALE  ORDER 


P.O.  Box  222 
Station    F 
Mtl.  Que. 
H:?j  2L1 


ORDERS    PROCESSED   SAME    DAY    VIA    AIR   MAIL     PLAIN   WRAPPER 


1661  est,  Ste-Catherine,  Montreal,  Que.  H2L  2J5    521-8451 


Stallion  Cleaners 
is  the  bonded 
and  insured 
cleaning  service 
that  can  change 
all  that! 


WHAT  A  DUMP! 

Is  your  house  a  wreck? 
Your  apartment  a  gross-out? 
Your  office  an  embarassment? 


WE  REGULARLY: 

Vacuum  rugs,  floors  and 
furniture 

Dust  and  polish  furniture 
Clean  Mirrors 
Remove  smudges  and 
handprints  from  doors,  light 
switches  and  walls 
Empty  ashtrays  and 
wastepaper  baskets 
Clean  baseboards  and 
window  ledges 


STALLION  CLEANERS 

Serving  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 

CALL  TODAY  FOR  A  FREE  ESTIMATE  690-9177 

Leave  message  with  answering  service. 
Calls  returned  within  the  hour. 

References  on  request. 


IN  THE  KITCHEN,  WE: 

•  Clean  the  sink,  outer  surfaces 
of  counter  tops  and  appliances 

•  Wipe  cabinet  doors 

•  Wash  the  floor 

•  Clean  the  baseboards  and 
window  ledges 

IN  BATH  ROOMS,  WE: 

•  Clean  the  tub,  sink,  toilet 
and  tile 

•  Wash  the  floor 

•  Clean  the  mirrors 

•  Clean  the  baseboards  and 
window  ledges 


OPENINGS 

available  for  part-time,  leading 
to  full-time,  employment. 
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PSYCHIC  CONSULTING  on  all  aspects  of  life  by  an  ex- 
cellent, sensitive  medium.  Development  classes  also  avail- 
able.  782-1476. 

AVAILABLE  EVENINGS  AND  WEEKENDS,  handyman, 
capable  of  painting,  minor  renovations,  laying  carpet,  small 
appliance  repairs  and  yard  work.  Reasonable  rates.  Call 
Joe  after  6pm  at  (416)690-9177. 


Rik  Ruiter,  B.A.,  M.Div. 

Individual,  Couple,  Family  Therapist 

151  Robinson  St,  Hamilton,  ON  L8P  1Z6 

(416)  527-5610 


Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 


Buying  a  piano!  A  used  instrument! 
Be  careful!  It  may  look  pretty  but  who 
knows  what  evil  lurks.... 
Call  me  for  advice. 

James  Tennyson 
Certified  Piano  Technician 
335  Markham  St.  Toronto 
967-6653 


MESSAGES 

TO  MARK  THE  (EX)WAITER 

IF  YOU  ARE,  I'm  sorry  I  wasn't  more  adventurous;  if 
not,  you're  still  terrific.  It's  just  another  restaurant  now. 
Drawer  G20. 

WOULD  YOU  LIKE  TO  MEET  hot,  blond  leather  man 
and  his  good  looking  Oriental  friend.  Saw  you  at  the 
"Sockhop"  Sat  Apr  26.  Please  write  Drawer  G40.  From 
another  GWM/Oriental  relationship. 

WERE  YOU  THERE? 

1923-1930  Protestant  Infants'  Home,  Queen  Mary  Rd, 
Montreal;  1935-1940  St  Laurent  High  School,  St  Laurent 
Que;  1943  May-Oct  RCAF  St  Johns  Que;  1943-1946 
RCAF  126  Squadron  Spitfire  Reconnaissance  Wing,  Big- 
gin Hill,  England  to  Schleswig,  W  Germany;  1946-1950 
Sir  Geroge  Williams  College.  Philip  would  like  to  hear 
from  you.  Drawer  G54. 
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ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteers  can  find  them  in 
The  Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for  volunteer  help 
and  get  a  50%  discount  off  our  regular  reasonable  rates. 

• 

G     R     0     U 

P 

S     • 

GAY  COURTWATCH 

General  court  information,  lawyer  referrals,  crisis  refer- 
rals, support  services.  If  you  have  been  arrested  or  need 
assistance  with  the  court  system  leave  a  message  at  room 
337,  Old  City  Hall,  Toronto,  or  call  362-6928  or 
961-8046.  We  are  here  to  help  you. 

SUBMIT  WORK  FOR  AIDS  SHOW 

GRAPHICS,  VIDEO,  FILM,  STILL  PHOTOGRAPHS 
by  community  organizations  and  individual  artists  re- 
sponding to  the  AIDS  crisis  for  San  Francisco  and  Lon- 
don exhibitions.  Write  to  JZ  Grover,  3739  N  Kenmore, 
Chicago,  IL  60613  (472)2619. 

LESBIAN  HISTORY 

THERE  IS  A  WHOLE  GENERATION  of  women  who 
carry  with  them  a  rich  history  that  will  not  be  with  us 
forever.  We  want  to  uncover  some  of  these  stories  and 
tales  from  women  who  were  lesbians  in  and  around  Tor- 
onto in  the  1940s  and  1950s. 

We  want  to  record  how  lesbians  survived  prior  to  and 
since  the  60s  wave  of  feminism  and  explore  their  private 
and  public  struggles. 

Lesbians  Making  History  is  a  collective  of  eight  women 
who  are  attempting  to  uncover  these  memories  through 
interviews  with  lesbians  over  55  years  old.  If  you  or 
anyone  you  know  would  be  willing  to  be  interviewed,  or 
if  you  have  any  other  information,  please  write  us.  Strict 
confidentiality  is  assured. 

Lesbians  Making  History,  c/o  PRG,  Suite  309,  229 
College  St,  Toronto  ON  M5T  1R4. 


W 


K 


PIANIST-SINGER 

EXPERIENCED  DINING  ROOM  MUSICIAN  would 
like  to  work  in  above-average  dining  lounge  Prefer  gay 
but  will  consider  all  offers.  20  years  experience,  very  ver- 
satile. Phone  (403)347-5444  collect.  I  am  available  for 
audition.  I  am  reliable  and  have  references. 


COUNTRY  RESTAURANT  CHEF 

IF  THESE  WORDS  describe  you,  we  should  meet:  ex- 
cellent chef,  manager,  eastern  Ontario,  hard  work,  loyal- 
ty, honesty,  building  a  restaurant's  reputation,  long-term 
commitment,  profitsharing.  Reply  in  confidence  to 
Drawer  G4. 

SOPHISTICATED  HAIRDRESSING  SALON,  mid- 
town  location,  requires  experienced  ladies'  hairdresser  to 
work  in  elegant,  modern  surroundings;  preferably  with 
own  clientele.  Salary  negotiable,  or  percentage.  Phone 
Joe  at  (416)925-8757. 


LESBIAN  FRIENDS 

LESBIAN  EDITOR  seeks  material  for  book  exploring 
friendships  between  lesbians  who  are  not  lovers.  Discuss 
play,  work,  growing-up,  coming  out,  separations,  family 
bonds,  commitment,  betrayal,  humour,  aging,  raising 
children,  affection  etc.  Send  life  stories,  draw- 
ings/graphics, photos,  headlines,  taped  conversations,  es- 
says, poems,  songs,  prayers,  etc  to  Caroljean  Pint,  1050 
Title  Insurance  Building,  400  2nd  Ave  S,  Minneapolis, 
MN  55401. 


PHOTO:  RICHARD  PLOWRIGHT 


BUY     &     SELL 

•BOOKS* 

GAY  LESBIAN  FEMINIST  BOOKS 

BY  MAIL.  In  English  and  French.  Send  name  and  ad- 
dress to  receive  three  free  bulletins  per  year.  Librairie 
L'androgyne,  3642  St  Laurent,  Montreal  QC  H2X  2V4. 


TRANSVESTISM 

Sensual,  Delights  with  Female  Attire! 

Heavenly  lacy,  frilly,  silky  things; 
lingerie,  night  gowns,  hosiery,  garter 
belts,  dresses,  skirts,  wigs,  shoes.... 

DEBBIE'S 

580  Yonge  Street  at  Wellesley 
Open  only  Tues-Fri  12-7,  Sat  10-6 


THERE'S  A  BOOK  BEHIND  THIS  MAGAZINE 

London's  Gay  News  called  it  "spectacular."  New  York's 
Village  Voice  said  "The  clarity  and  drive...  engage  any 
generous  intelligence."  The  book  is  called  Flaunting  it!  A 
Decade  of  Gay  Journalism  from  The  Body  Politic.  It's 
yours  for  $8.95  plus  $1.00  for  postage  and  handling. 
Order  the  book  that  Christopher  Street  called  "a  pleasure 
to  read... so  well  edited  that  it  becomes  a  document  of  the 
first  decade  of  gay  liberation."  Send  C9.95  today  to 
Flaunting  It!,  Box  639,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1G2. 

MODELS    &    ESCORTS 

•ENGLAND* 

FILLIPINO  GUY.  Very  attractive,  friendly  young 
masseur  gives  complete,  satisfying  services.  Call  London 
(UK)  01-244-7070  (24  hours). 

•VANCOUVER* 


MAN-BOY  LOVE 

INTERNATIONAL  GUIDE  to  boy-love  publications.  $2 
(U.S.).  KnabCo  1251  West  Sepulveda  Suite  147  Torrance 
California  90502. 


DISCREET  -  ATTRACTIVE 

DISCREET,  ATTRACTIVE,  YOUNG,  blond  athlete 
seeks  escort  position.  Travel  a  possibility.  Phone  Tom 
(604)683-5182.    

•TORONTO* 

CLEAN-CUT,  HANDSOME,  athletic  young  man 
available  for  personal  model/escort  services.  469-8144. 


TORONTO'S  FINEST 

HOT  ATHLETIC  BLOND,  23,  5'9"  160  lbs,  available 
for  model/escort.  Call  964-8113. 

BRIGHT,  ATTRACTIVE:  handsome  and  discreet  22 
year  old  seeks  position  as  escort.  Call  Steve  at  961-4680 
for  exciting  time. 

SELECT-A-STUD.  Quality  men  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  We  travel,  and  hire  world-wide.  Cred- 
it cards  accepted.  Also  phone  fantasies  and  photos. 
(813)823-5629  anytime. 

FIRST  AD 

VERY  ATTRACTIVE,  well-built  21-year-old  college  jock 
seeks  established,  generous  man  or  woman  for  friend- 
ship/tuition assistance.  Experienced  escort  —  pro  model. 
Brad.  598-9541. 

TREAT  YOURSELF  to  a  relaxing,  reasonably  priced 
massage.  From  12  to  12.  Craig.  Model/escort.  364-4816. 

BOLD  AND  FRIENDLY,  Peter,  available  as  escort.  Rea- 
sonable rates.  482-4954.  After  5pm. 

WELL-BUILT  BODYBUILDER,  24,  rugged  blond,  blue 
eyes,  now  available  to  be  serviced  by  generous  clients. 
Call  Rob  now:  297-9880. 

INTERNATIONAL  MALE  MODELS/ESCORTS  (no 

agency  fee).  (416)964-3990.  24  hrs.  New  applicants  wel- 
come. For  appt.  call  Bob  lOam-lOpm. 

RODEO  COWBOY,  why  settle  for  hamburger  when  you 
can  have  steak?  Call  Rocky,  23,  escort/model,  964-3990 
ext.  112.  24  hrs. 

TORONTO'S  HOTTEST 

BLOND  BODY  BUILDER  50"  chest,  32"  waist,  18" 
arms,  26"  thighs,  17  1/2"  calves.  Call  Paul  860-1065  24 
hours. 

HANDSOME  RAUNCHY  STUD  will  model  escort.  Call 
Brad,  22,  hairy,  hung  and  willing  to  indulge  in  hot  kinky 
fantasy  scenes.  964-3990  ext.  149. 

PRICK  UP  YOUR  EARS 

TO  THE  SEXY  SOUNDS  of  (1)  Hunks  in  heat,  (2) 
Delivery  boy's  delight,  (3)  A  taste  of  leather.  $10  gets  tele- 
phone number  for  unlimited  free  calls.  24  hour  service. 
Unicorn  Enterprises,  253  College  St,  #204-A,  Toronto, 
Ontario,  Canada  M5T  1R5. 

CALIFORNIA  BEACH  BOY 

GORGEOUS  BLUE-EYED  BLOND,  well-built  in  more 
ways  than  one,  tanned,  waiting  for  you  on  my  beach. 
Available  for  generous  gentleman.  Mark  964-3990  ext 
117. 

MEDITERRANEAN  DREAM 

IF  YOU'RE  EVER  in  Toronto,  don't  miss  the  chance  of 
a  life  time  to  meet  Apollo.  He  will  make  your  little  needs 
into  big  thrills.  Call  369-0346  and  ask  for  Apollo. 

•MONTREAL* 

MONTREAL  HOT  MODELS 

SEND  CI  TO:  Domicile  J.L.  INC.  7879  St-Denis  St. 
Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada  H2R  2E9. 

FRIENDS 

•SOUTHERN    ONTARIO* 

ORILLIA::  LESBIAN  COUPLE  would  like  to  meet 
other  lesbian  or  gay  male  couples  or  singles  in  area  for 
social  gatherings:,  outings:,  etc  (not  for  sex).  Please  write 
to  Drawer  F993. 

FRIENDS 
FEMALE 

LESBIAN  INTRODUCTIONS,  MEET  NEW  WOMEN, 
make  new  friends,  expand  your  network.  Write  LINK, 
Box  207,  253  College  St,  Toronto  ON  M5T  1R1.  (Con- 
fidentially, by  dykes.) 

♦VANCOUVER* 

GWF,  21,  CUTE,  athletic,  visiting  Vancouver  in  July, 
seeks  attractive,  tasteful,  androgynous  tour  guide,  20-30. 
Please  respond  with  letter  and  photo  to  Drawer  F978. 

•SOUTHERN     ONTARIO* 

KITCHENER  WOMAN.  27,  who  enjoys  music,  dancing, 
movies,  and  quiet  evenings  with  friends  seeks  the  same 
for  companionship  and/or  relationship.  Discretion  a  ne- 
cessity. Please  write  including  interests  and  phone. 
Drawer  GI9. 

•NOV  A S^C  0  T  I  A_* 

CAPE  BRETON 
WF,  38.  BLONDE,  5'5"  110  lbs.  extremely  well-groom- 
ed. Would  like  to  meet  female  18-35  years,  anv  race  or 
colour,  preferably  Glace  Bay/Sydney  area.  Bars  and  clubs 
not  my  thing.  Absolute  discretion  a  must.  Photo  and 
phone  please  Drawer  G14. 
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in  the  Wild 


ClSTRlBuTNG 


montgomePD 
Leathers 


Box  161,  Agincourt 

(Toronto),  Ontario, 

Canada  M1S3B6 


Visa.  Charger  or  Mastercard 
accepted 


Catalogue  5  now 
available 

Illustrated  36  page 

catalogue$5  00  +  90c  postage 

and  handling 


NO.  784 
LOCK 
JOCK 


ASK  FOR  IT! 

Adults  only  -  must 
be  legal  age. 


PHONE 
ULTIMATE 

Anything 
You  Want 

•  Bodybuilders 

•  Spankings 

•  Athletes 

For  Lifeguards,  Surfers, 
Beach  Boys,  etc.,  call  our 

Beach  Line:  302-227-SWIM 

Ask  about  our  free  offer 
24  HOURS 

M/C«  VISA  •  AMCX  •  C'B  •  D/C  •  CHECKS 

f  ici   *  -in  n.n  ks 

I >is<  rt -*-l  hilling         KrdMiitrihlr  Krflt-s 

718-204-6666 


Canada's  oldest  penpal 
club  for  gay  men. 

Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


GAV 
fllATES 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


Cli 


n\c\X 


A  Telephone 

Fantasy  Service 

For  Discriminating 

Gentlemen. 

Uncensored. 

Uninhibited. 

Total  Discretion. 

Come, 

Take  The  Plunge. 

AMEX/VISA/MC 


v-'-  ■.,. 


(41 6)  862-0883 


THERE  ARE  TWO  REASONS  TO  VISIT  VANCOUVER  THIS  YEAR... 


AND 


f 


IMAGE 

LEATHER 

VANCOUVER 


BRING  THIS  AD  WITH  YOU  AND  I'LL  GIVE  YOU  A  10%  DISCOUNT  ON  CHAPS. 
(IF  I  DON'T  HAVE  YOUR  SIZE  IN  STOCK,  I  GUARANTEE  NEXT-DAY  SERVICE.) 

FOR  CATALOGUE  SEND  $3  TO:  IMAGE  LEATHER 

BOX  721,  810  WEST  BROADWAY,  VANCOUVER  BC  V524C9 


FOR  INFORMATION,  CALL  MACK  AT  (604)430-5512 


: 1 


PRIWEJ.INES 

Telephone  Fantasies 

ALONE? 


LET  US  HELP  YOU  FULFILL 

YOUR  WILDEST  DREAMS. . . 

ANYTHING  YOU  WANT! 

A  CANADIAN  SERVICE 


ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS 
7  AM  TO  2  PM 


44  •  THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  JUNE  I986 


FRIENDS 
MALE 

'INTERN  ATION  AL* 

DADDY'S  BOY  20s  wanted  for  total  slavery;  willing  to 
give  over  all  control.  Returnable  photos  required.  Perm 
only.  SF.  Calif.  Drawer  F930. ; 

GWM,  30s,  average  looking,  passive,  seeks  sincere  pen- 
pals and  friends  from  anywhere.  Interests  include  movies, 
quiet  evenings  at  home.  Drawer  G6. 

FOR  THOSE  MEN  who  lust  after  big  daddies,  senior 
studs,  or  father  types,  your  ship  is  now  in.  Send  SASE 
to:  Swan,  3817  Atlantic  #242,  Long  Beach,  CA  90807. 

EUROPE  FALL  '86.  Gentleman,  mid-30s,  travelling  to 
Europe  early  fall,  looking  for  a  self-sufficient  travelling 
companion.  Drawer  G13. 

RACIAL  MIXING  600  ADS! 

WORLD  WIDE.  $3  your  ad  free!  Miller  Box  40462,  San 
Diego,  Calif.  92104.  An  uncensored  newsletter,  for  gay 
men. 

•CANADA^ 

CALIFORNIA  ATTORNEY  CROSSING  CANADA; 
August;  visiting  Halifax,  Montreal,  Ottawa,  Toronto, 
Winnipeg,  Regina,  Calgary,  Expo,  Victoria,  points  be- 
tween. Seeking  reasonably  priced  home  accomodation. 
GWM.  57,  6'  180  lbs,  hung,  uncut,  french  A/P,  safe 
greek  active,  J/O,  affectionate.  Please  send  explicit  letter 
covering  home,  details,  price.  Hopefully  preferences. 
Phone  necessary,  photo  nice.  References  available. 
Drawer  Gil. 

ACTIVE  50s  6'1"  185  lbs,  good  body,  6"  uncut,  Ameri- 
can Polish  extract.  Checking  out  Auyuittuq.  Pass  area 
NWT  June  6  thru  17.  Am  clean  and  safe.  JO  for  past  six 
yrs.  Am  not  looking  for  sex  but  for  someone  who  like 
myself  enjoys  outdoors,  is  adventurous  JO  cocksucker  as 
well.  Write  or  look  for  eye-contact.  In  Pangnirtung.  Likes 
books,  sports,  music,  silence,  contemplation  of  wonders 
in  unexpected  places.  Francophone  ami.  Drawer  G16. 

SEVENTH-DAY  ADVENTISTS 

SDA  GAY  PERSON  looking  for  other  gay/lesbian  people 
of  SDA  background  for  mutual  support  and  fellowship. 
Confidentiality  guaranteed/expected.  Jeremy,  Box  408B, 
Stn  C,  Toronto  M6J  3P5.  (416)533-5896. 

•VANCOUVER* 

ANDROGYNOUS?  Do  people  sometimes  mistake  you 
for  the  wrong  sex  —  when  you're  just  being  you?  I'd  like 
to  photograph  you  for  a  possible  book.  Free  8x10  por- 
trait for  you.  Vancouver,  Seattle  area.  Phone  Holly. 
(604)874-1387. 

COME  WEST  YOUNG  MAN 

REGULAR  GWM,  32,  HAIRY,  tough,  athletic,  beach 
crazy,  looking  for  smooth  athletic  visitor,  July  and  Aug- 
ust, for  fun,  sun,  friendship  and  accomodation.  Photo 
necessary.  Drawer  G55. 

GWM,  40, 5'10",  slim,  blue  eyes,  nervous  about  placing 
this  ad,  relationship  priority,  satisfied  with  less  (sex). 
Penpals?  Box  33781,  Stn  D,  Vancouver  BC  V6J  4L6. 

•ALBERTA^ 

MIDDLE-AGE  GWM  PROFESSIONAL,  good-looking, 
intelligent,  good  sense  of  humour.  5'8"  170  lb  hairy 
body.  Grey  beard.  Varied  interests  from  acting,  classical 
music,  opera,  reading,  cooking,  dining,  walking,  talking, 
cuddling.  Age  or  race  is  not  important.  No  one  night 
stands.  Please  answer  with  photo.  Drawer  G2. 

•CALGARY^* 

CALGARY  AREA 

HARD  BODY  BUILDER  wanted  by  serious  beginner, 
29,  150  lbs,  for  training,  inspiration  and  whatever  your 
pleasure.  I'm  inspired  but  need  teacher  to  keep  strict  re- 
gime. Drawer  G10. 

GWM  42,  5'5"  130  lbs,  seeks  straight-acting  GWM 
35-45  for  possible  relationship.  Only  sincere  and  honest 
males  not  into  short  term;  one  night  stands  need  not  re- 
spond. I  have  many  interests  including  travel  and  photog- 
raphy. Somewhat  a  homebody.  Not  into  bars.  Drawer 
G17. 

•SOUTHERN     ONTARIO* 


PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  38  years,  5'11"  175  lbs,  pre- 
sentable, sincere,  honest.  Looking  for  serious  relationship 
with  slim  GWM.  G/Asian  18-32  years.  Detailed  letter, 
photo.  I  am  financially  secure.  Will  help  relocate.  Drawer 
F987    

MASTER  NEEDS 

SLAVES  FOR  TOTAL  service.  Must  be  fully  submissive, 
like  leather,  prolonged  B/D,  C/BT  litwork.  Will  change 
roles  with  right  person.  Phone,  photo  a  must.  Also  look- 
ing to  purchase  S/M  videos  —  Beta.  Write  now.  Drawer 
P963. 


BIKERS 

LONDON  ONTARIO.  ARE  YOU  tall,  very  good- 
looking,  muscular  build,  21-30?  Do  you  like  wearing  tight 
levis  and  leather  gear?  Do  you  fantasize  about 
dominating  (very  discreetly)  an  attractive,  submissive 
GWM  in  a  health-conscious  safe-sex  scene?  Does  the  idea 
turn  you  on?  Then  turn  me  on  with  your  photo(s)  and 
fantasy(s).  Also  hot  cops,  leathermen,  engineers,  con- 
struction type,  etc.  Write  Box  947.  London  ON 
N6A  5K1.  Discretion  assured. 


MALE  50,  6'  225  lbs,  wishes  to  meet  younger  males  18 
to  22  for  friendship,  good  times.  Enjoy  long  walks,  relax- 
ing dinners.  Send  photo  and  phone  number.  Drawer  G18. 

•WATERLOO* 


I  HAVE  THIS  TURN-ON  for  young  guys  who  have  great 
legs  that  look  good  when  you  wear  shorts  and  white  tube 
socks.  Also  a  turn-on  are  briefs,  swimwear,  jock  straps. 
If  this  turns  you  on  then  this  young  dude  who  is  mo  the 
same  wants  to  meet  you.  Hot  letter.  Waterloo  area. 
Drawer  G59 


PHOTO:  RICHARD  PLOWRIGHT 


Anyone  interested  in  ordering  a 
Richard  Plowright  photograph  can 
contact  the  artist  at  (416)532-4380. 


SOUTHERN  ONTARIO  WRESTLERS 

IF  YOU  ARE  A  MAN  in  Southern  Ontario  looking  for 
wrestling  partners,  join  W.I.N.,  a  newly  established  direc- 
tory for  men  who  enjoy  wrestling  action.  Absolute  discre- 
tion assured.  Free  membership!  For  info  write  Box  873, 
Stn  P,  Toronto  M5S  2Z2. 

SINCERE,  AFFECTIONATE,  PROFESSIONAL 
GWM,  31,  good-looking,  seeks  stable  male  who  ap- 
preciates the  finer  cultural  aspects  of  life,  who  wants  to 
simultaneously  build  an  emotional,  sexual  and  suppor- 
tive relationship.  Discretion,  monogamy,  honesty,  sense 
of  humour,  intelligence  plus  phone  number  and  photo 
appreciated  and  will  get  immdiate  reply.  Drawer  031. 

TOP  NEEDS  BOTTOM 

DOMINANT  MALE.  37,  5*11"  160  lbs,  seeks  vounger, 
prelerably  shorter,  submissive  into  safe  sex  who  enjoys 
denim,  leather,  rubber,  B/D,  Humiliation,  boots,  W/S, 
light  SM,  fantasies....  Want  some  safe  tun?  Try  me  No 
drugs.  Long  hair  OK.  Send  descriptive  letter  and 
number;  photo  nice  but  not  necessary.  Am  able  to  travel. 
Umdon  to  Toronto  preferred.  Drawer  G33. 


•KITCHENER 


GAY  MALE  30,  masculine,  trim,  slim,  5'8"  150  lbs.  I 
run,  swim,  work  out  daily.  Seeks  younger  males  who  are 
into  giving  and  receiving  head.  I  am  clean,  honest,  into 
cuddling,  holding,  touching,  kissing  and  making  one 
happy.  Pen  pals  welcome.  Kitchener  and  anywhere. 
Drawer  GS7. 

•LONDON* 

FUTURE  LONDON  GUPPIE 

SOON-TO-BE  PROFESSIONAL.  28.  healthy,  reasonab- 
ly bright,  enjoys  safe  sex,  seeks  similarly  masculine,  trim 
male  23-35.  any  race,  for  friendship,  beachgoing, 
moviegoing,  possible  relationship  lust  out  OK.  Photo 
ippreciated.  Returnable   Drawer  023. 

•   H    A   M    I    L  T   ON* 

SINCERE  GWM,  42,  6'2"  180  lbs,  sensitive,  romantic, 
caring,  intelligent,  seeks  friends/lover.  Box  1406.  Stn  A, 
Hamilton  ON  L8N  4C2 


♦OTTAWA* 

ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  35,  6'2"  185  lbs.  Prof  new  to  Ot- 
tawa interested  in  meeting  dominant  older  man  40-65 
who  will  take  charge.  Very  health  conscious.  Interests  are 
movies,  sports,  workouts.  Drawer  G52. 

CURIOUS  AND  CAUTIOUS  university  student,  6' 
blond  160  lbs,  healthy  and  fit  seeks  good-natured  aggres- 
sive tall,  dark  and  handsome  mystery  man.  Phone/photo 
to  Drawer  G49. 

•  QUEBEC* 

BMW  (Bl  MALE  WHITE)  32,  muscular,  athletic,  hairy, 
blond,  mustache,  handsome,  5'7"  seeks  tall,  dark. 
hunk>,  BWM,  30-35  yrs.  For  adventurous  relationship 
Send  photo.  Drawer  G58. 

*  M    O    N    T    R   E   A~L~* 

DISABLED  WANTED 

GWM.  29,  seeks  one.  180  lbs,  good  build,  good  looking 
seeks  disabled  male  under  30  for  a  lasting  relationship. 
Photo  and  phone  number  please.  Discretion  assured. 
Drawer  G38. 

EDIBLE  MAN! 

THIS  45-YEAR-OLD  goat  is  at  heart  (and  mouth  i  a 
suckling  kid.  5'11"  145  lbs.  French  in  more  ways  than 
one.  69  favorite  number.  Considered  beyond  average  at 
both  "heads."  Short  beard,  blue  eyes,  lean  and  hungry 
for  30+  man,  any  race  but  likewise  oral  "creed  "  Drawer 
G8.  

•HALIFAX     • 

MALE  39,  ABSOLUTELY  DISCREET,  insatiable  cock- 
sucker  requires  horny,  well-hung,  young  (25-40)  males  for 
the  head  of  your  life.  No  reciprocation  required.  A  de- 
scriptive letter  with  your  phone  number  is  all  you  need 
to  arrange  a  meeting.  Drawer  G7. 

GOOD-LOOKING  GWM,  510"  160  lbs,  27,  profes- 
sional,  looking  for  well  hung  males  for  hot  cocksucking 
sessions,  your  place  only,  cleanliness  and  discretion 
assured  and  expected.  Drawer  G51. 

•CHARLOTTETOWN~* 

STRAIGHT-ACTING  GWM  30.  handsome,  sincere, 
healthy,  discreet,  professionally  employed,  single,  lonely. 
Please  send  photo  to  Box  2366,  Charlottetown  PEI 
CIA  8C1. 

♦TORONTO* 

GWM,  6'4"  185  lbs,  23,  seeks  well-hung,  hot  and  horny 
boys  18  to  25  for  purely  fun  get  togethers.  Blow  jobs  and 
69  a  specialty.  Drawer  F514. 

NEED  PHOTOS  OF  YOURSELF 

PORTRAITS,  NUDES,  negatives  returned.  Phone  Studio 
16,  532-4380,  inquiries  welcome.  Inexpensive.  9  am  to  7 
pm. 

NEED  A  GOOD  BOY! 

HANDSOME  BOY/SLAVE  28,  good  mind,  good  body, 
seeks  masculine,  aggressive,  hung,  together  daddy  for 
good  times,  hopefully  much  more.  Call  (519)749-0581. 
You'll  be  glad  you  did.  Phone  action  OK. 

YOUNG  MALE  NEEDED 

GAY  MALE,  36,  5'6"  160  lbs,  seeking  a  young  male  for 
weekend  outings.  Prefer  a  male  who  is  cut,  has  dark, 
bushy  cock  hair,  hung  cock  and  balls,  easy-going  and 
feels  casual  in  snug  jeans,  G-strings  and  gym  shorts. 
Should  have  own  car  and  apartment  in  Toronto.  Please 
give  me  a  try.  Thanks.  Photo  and  phone  appreciated. 
Drawer  F949. 

REAL  MAN  WANTED 

I  JUST  TURNED  50.  So  if  you  are  one  of  those  who 
thinks  that  age  is  only  a  number  and  are  strictly  a  lop 
man  who  sincerely  wants  a  monogamous  relationship 
with  a  strictly  bottom  disease-free  male  I  would  like  to 
hear  from  you.  If  you're  big/husky,  aggressive  and  dom- 
inant, especially  in  the  bedroom,  that's  great.  And  if  you 
are  more  interested  in  my  ass  and  lips  than  the  size  of 
my  cock,  that's  a  plus.  Let's  gel  to  know  each  other. 
Sharing  life's  ups  and  downs  together.  Lei's  build  a  little 
before  rushing  between  the  sheets.  And  then  let's  fanta- 
size and  try  kinky  and  raunchy  things  logether  in  private. 
Age  no  barrier.  Would  help  right  man  relocate.  Let's  hear 
from  you.  All  answered.  Drawer  F948. 

TEDDY  BEAR 

WARMTH.  SENSITIVITY.  SECURITY,  intelligence. 
mixed  with  independence,  strength  imagination,  dignity, 
romanticism,  wit  and  genuine  affection  in  a  plain  40s 
body,  6'  210  chubby  lbs.  needs  soulmate  for  honest,  loyal 
friendship,  cuddling  and  sharing  all  aspects  of  life  Box 
1056,  Sin  0.  Toronto  ON  M4Y  2P2 
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YOU  ARE  IN  YOUR  20s  or  late  teens  and  have  often  im- 
agined a  "father"  figure  —  someone  who  is  caring  but 
who  has  no  hesitation  in  taking  your  pants  down  to  apply 
hand,  strap,  or  English  cane  when  you  deserve  it.  I  am 
5'10"  168  lbs,  40s.  I  have  a  sympathetic,  paternal  interest 
in  you,  but  when  necessary  I'll  make  you  fetch  the  strap. 
Drawer  F972. 

HOT  RIMMER 
GOODLOOKING  GUY,  32,  tall,  fit,  masculine,  seeks  fit, 
manly  men  for  raunchy,  hairy,  manhole  encounters  sniff- 
ing, rimming,  facesitting,  limited  scat.  Any  dark,  hand- 
some daddies  wanna  play  'bumsies'?  Serious  replies  only. 
Drawer  F974. 

HELP  ME  FIND  MY  WAY 

A  SHY.  HONEST,  ATTRACTIVE,  fit,  sexually  healthy, 
sincere  male  (modest!),  age  23,  hopes  to  form  a  rela- 
tionship/bond with  another  masculine,  muscular  male, 
18-35. 1  have  dark  green  eyes,  5'9",  tall,  dark  brown  hair, 
moustache  and  medium  build.  Enjoy  camping,  countryside, 
mountain  biking,  fitness,  big  bear  hugs  and  quiet  times 
with  someone  who  cares.  So  take  the  time  and  write  now. 
All  will  be  answered.  Drawer  F986. 

REDHEAD,  MOUSTACHE,  30,  6'  180  lbs,  seeks  deep 
throat  for  8"  meat.  Any  race,  colour  to  age  35.  No  reci- 
procation. Your  place.  Letters  with  photo,  phone  number 
and  best  times  to  call  receive  reply.  Phone  sex  okay.  Drawer 
F981. 

AT  THE  RISK  of  sounding  elitist:  is  there  a  doctor  out 
there  who  would  like  to  meet  another  M  D  for  friendship/re- 
lationship? I'm  28,  Oriental  and  enjoy  working  out,  travell- 
ing, a  sense  of  humour,  affection,  dining-out....  Why  not 
drop  me  a  line?  Photo/phone  appreciated.  Drawer  F982. 

J/O  ENTHUSIASTS 

22-YEAR-OLD,  ATTRACTIVE,  horny,  hunky,  hairy-assed 
J/O  artist,  looking  for  long  hot  J/O  sessions  with  other 
masculine  male(s).  Group  sessions  possible.  Photo  and 
phone  appreciated.  All  replies  answered.  Drawer  F988. 

STRAPPED 

I'D  LIKE  TO  GET  MY  ASS  programmed  by  an  expert 
strapper  until  it's  getting  regular  heavy  thrashings.  I'm  40s, 
6",  beautiful  body,  smooth  swimmer's  build,  clean-shaven, 
dark  hair,  quiet,  masculine,  intelligent.  Box  334,  Stn  K, 
Toronto  ON  M4P  2G7. 

HOW  ARE  WE  EVER  GOING  TO 

MEET  IF  YOU  don't  write?  28,  6'  145  lbs,  dark  brown 
hair,  brown  eyes,  trim  beard,  enjoys  meeting  people  and 
loves  to  travel.  Prefers  21-35,  hairy,  hunky,  tall,  dark  and 
...?  Box  6427,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1X3.  Salut! 

PENILE  IMPLANT 

PRESCRIBED.  Am  impotent,  humiliated  and  scared.  If 
you  have  an  implant  and  are  willing  to  share  hands-on 
experience,  please  write  with  phone  number.  Also,  letters, 
anonymous  if  you  prefer,  describing  good  and  bad  results 
with  name  of  urologist  appreciated.  Drawer  F945. 

STUDENT  SEEKS  SAME 

STUDENT  26,  AT  U  OF  T,  seeks  similar  for  safe  fun, 
casual  times.  I  am  5'6",  135  lbs,  brown  eyes  and  hair, 
clean-shaven,  good  build,  nice  body  and  smooth.  New  to 
city  and  anxious  to  meet  someone.  Send  letter  and  photo 
and  I  will  do  the  same.  Michael,  65  Front  St  W,  Suite 
030-142,  Toronto  M5J  1E6.  Be  brave;  1  was  with  this. 

MASTER-SLAVE-SLAVE-MASTER 

YOUNG  MALE  25,  5'5",  good  build,  good-looking,  seeks 
male  under  28,  for  any  master  slave  scenes.  Looking  for 
someone  to  experiment  and  switch  around.  Not  very  ex- 
perienced but  creative.  I  am  very  clean  and  healthy  and 
expect  same,  will  try  anything.  Photo  and  letter  gets  mine. 
Frank,  65  Front  St  W,  Suite  030-142,  Toronto,  M5J  1E6. 
No  weirdos,  only  young  and  serious. 

BODYBUILDER:,  HANDSOME:,  5'10"7eeks  same  or 
shorter.  I'm  well-hung:,  cut:,  blue-eyed:,  33:,  successful 
yuppified  writer/musician.  Photo  please.  Drawer  F922. 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  36,  180  lbs  seeks  super-clean 
buddies,  18-35  for  mutual  good  times.  Interests  include 
massages,  body  worship,  spankings  and  blowjobs.  Write 
Apt  113-7305  Woodbine  Ave,  Markham  ON  L3R  3V7. 

PROFESSIONAL  GUY,  38,  5*10",  moustache,  hairy,  clas- 
sical music  lover,  amateur  musician,  seeks  similar  hunk 
for  permanent  relationship.  Moustache  essential,  muscles 
a  plus.  Drawer  Gl. 

WHERE  ARE  YOU  BLACK  MAN? 
SINCERE.  PROFESSIONAL  WM,  42,  6',  dark  hair,  seeks 
black  man  for  fun  and  friendship.  Please  call  Fred  863-1045 
after  6pm. 

LEAN,  MUSCULAR,  HORNY  GWM,  30,  5'5"  140  lbs, 
love  to  suck  cock  and  balls.  Desire  to  meet  well-hung  guys 
needing  uncomplicated,  safe  blow  jobs.  Quickies  or  long 
sessions.  Exhibitionists,  dirty  talk  and  huge  balls  especial- 
ly welcome.  Discretion  assured  and  expected.  Please  write 
Drawer  G3. 

ATTRACTIVE,  GWM,  25,  5'9"  125  lbs,  (slim)  nice  buns 
and  body.  Visits  the  Barracks,  seeks  raunchy  males  who 
enjoy  fisting  a  great  receptive  hot  ass.  Also  enjoy  TT,  B/D 


and  toys.  I  know  how  to  please.  Age,  race  unimportant. 
Phone  and  letter  to  Drawer  G5. 

MALE,  30,  HAIRY,  not  a  bar  fly.  Many  interests  and  in- 
teresting. Not  your  Prince  Charming  but  charming.  Just 
a  touch  shy.  I  am  looking  for  friends  no  older  than  36. 
Take  a  chance  on  me.  Box  1245,  Stn  F,  Toronto. 

SUBMISSIVE  LOVER  WANTED-NOW 

BLOND  MALE,  29,  attractive,  seeks  lover/slave  under  25, 
slim,  attractive  and  experimental.  I'll  go  for  anything  with 
the  right  guy.  Romance  —  candles  —  wine  to  cuffs  and 
crisco.  Phone/photo.  Drawer  G9. 

WANTED!  YOUNG  STUDENTS  who  enjoy  being  ser- 
viced  by  male,  23.  Write  descriptive  letter.  Jeff,  Box  5792, 
Stn  A,  Toronto,  M5W  1P2. 

FF,  BT,  TT,  BD:  Am  top  and  bottom  in  all  of  these  and 
am  seeking  others  who  are  also  top  and  bottom  in  all  of 
these.  Drawer  G12. 

VERY  ATTRACTrVE,  SLIM  GWM,  Scorpio  32,  5'6"  128 
lbs,  seeks  slim,  intelligent,  reliable,  genuine,  humorous  per- 
son to  35  for  relationship.  Photo  and  phone  to  Box  5438, 
Stn  A,  Toronto  MSW  1N6. 

HAVE  YOU  HAD  a  splashing  match  at  the  beach  lately? 
A  weekend  in  the  country?  A  reason  to  stay  in  bed  and 
call  in  sick,  other  than  illness?  If  not,  perhaps  you're  missing 
something.  I'm  23,  5'10",  slim,  educated,  and  a  touch  wild 
at  times.  I'm  looking  for  a  one-to-one  relationship  with 
someone  around  25  to  33.  Drawer  G21. 

CUTE,  HORNY,  WITTY,  inteligent,  romantic,  affectionate, 
(and  modest!!)  young  gay  male  "studmuffin"  wishes  to 
meet  a  cuddly  "teddybear"  with  whom  to  play  "snuggle- 
bunnies".  Photo  appreciated.  All  replies  answered.  Hamil- 
ton —  Toronto  area.  Drawer  G22. 

WM,  34,  MUSCULAR,  masculine,  seeks  other  intense, 
disciplined  guys  for  mutual  tit,  C&B  action;  safe,  creative 
scenes.  Include  photo,  phone.  Drawer  G24. 

GBM,  20,  5 '9"  145  lbs,  U  of  T  comm/eco  student,  shy, 
seeks  honest,  sincere  companion  18-22  for  friendship/rela- 
tionship. Into  movies,  music,  Jays,  keeping  fit.  Race  un- 
important. Letter,  phone.  Drawer  G25. 

GWM  WILL  MOUTHE  uncut  Latinos  and  Orientals.  No 
reciprocation  necessary.  Have  good  technique.  Must  have 
own  place  to  meet.  Drawer  G26. 

WOULD  LIKE  TO  MEET  Chinese  30-35  for  caring  friend- 
ship who  does  not  smoke  and  enjoys  classical  music.  I'm 
43.  discreet,  of  Christian  background,  average  build,  fair 
complexion.  Not  interested  in  bars  or  drugs  and  like  a 
quiet,  easy-going  lifestyle.  Please  include  phone  number. 
Serious  replies  only.  Drawer  G27. 

SAFE  PLAY  ANYTIME! 

ME:  GWM,  34,  5'6"  130  lbs,  moustache,  tight  body,  nicely 
equipped.  You:  attractive,  well-built,  moustached,  GWM, 
nicely-well  equipped,  age  19-40.  We:  get  together  for  safe 
play,  at  your  convenience.  (Particularly  enjoy  jocks,  socks, 
chaps,  etc,  and  raunchy  J/O  sessions,  but  not  necc.)  Please 
reply  with  phone,  returnable  photo,  and  raunchy  letter  for 
an  immediate  call.  Drawer  G28. 

TIRED  OF  DANCING  ALONE!?  Cuddly,  personable 
GWM,  professional  student,  "Harold  and  Maude'VJoan 
Armatrading  fan,  26, 5'7"  140  lbs,  black  hair/moustache 
seeks  friendship/possible  relationship  with  intelligent,  wit- 
ty, 25-38  Prefer  hirsute  and/or  muscular  men.  Drawer  G29. 

LET'S  FACE  IT 

I  SMOKE,  DRINK,  AM  41 

EXHILIRATED  BY  LOTS  OF  SEX,  R&B,  opera,  cycl- 
ing, gourmet  cooking,  handsome,  bordering  on  hot,  at  6'1" 
170  lbs,  hairy  chest.  Let's  do  it.  Drawer  G30. 

ATTRACTIVE  45  GAY  MALE.  New  to  gay  scene.  Eager 
to  learn  more.  Wishes  to  meet  attractive  GM,  willing  to 
teach.  Must  be  clean  and  discreet.  Photo  and  phone  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  G34. 

QUALITY  TOP  MAN 

SEEKS  HOT,  YOUNG  (21-31)  BOTTOM  for  regular  ses- 
sions and  possible  relationship.  I  am  38,  attractive,  youthful 
in  appearance  and  spirit,  clean-cut,  trim,  masculine,  suc- 
cesful,  intelligent  with  interest  in  the  arts.  You  are  attrac- 
tive, (under  5'10"  and  slim),  sincere,  stable,  and  prefer 
an  older,  sophisticated,  sensual  man.  Drawer  G35. 

GWM,  31,  5'8"  140  lbs,  slim,  brown  hair/moustache,  green 
eyes,  has  8",  very  left-wing,  seeks  fun/friend(s)/relation- 
ship  with  like-minded  individual(s).  Loves:  Faust,  New 
Wave/Alternative  music  (especially  Nina  Hagen!!),  philos- 
ophy, spirituality,  movies.  Photo  (a  MUST!!!)  gets  mine. 
Drawer  G36. 

B&D  ENTHUSIAST  seeks  one  or  more  leatherman  with 
similar  interests.  Please  give  phone  number.  Inner  city  pre- 
ferred. Drawer  G37. 

GAY  MALE,  31,  MUSCULAR,  nice  smile,  wishes  to  meet 
a  relationship-oriented  man.  My  interests  include  jogging, 
weights,  theology,  hiking,  literature,  dancing,  cuddling,  hug- 
ging, touching,  safe  sex.  Please  enclose  photo.  Drawer  G39. 


LETS  GO  DOWN  TOGETHER! 

SCUBA  DIVER  SEEKS  certified  buddy  (18-40)  to  share 
weekend  diving  and  camping  excursions  this  summer  and 
Caribbean  winter  scuba  vacations;  non-smoker  preferred. 
Diving  areas  include  Bruce  Peninsula,  Kingston,  Muskoka, 
Central  Ontario.  Enjoy  photography,  video,  sunbathing, 
jocks,  swimsuits,  underwear,  leather,  movies,  theatre,  music. 
Let's  get  wet!  Photo  and  phone  to:  Drawer  G43. 

Hot  Horny  Healthy  Hung  Uncut  GWM 

40,  SWIMMER'S  BODY,  150  lbs,  seeks  an  enthusiastic 
cock-sucker  for  regular  head  sessions.  No  reciprocation. 
Any  age.  Your  place/mine.  Drawer  G44. 

S/M  FANTASY  NOT  ENOUGH 

GWM  21,  5 '10"  140  lbs,  needs  someone  to  help  explore 
my  submissive  nature.  Let's  meet  and  talk.  I'm  very  serious. 
Drawer  G45. 

HORNY,  THIN  GWM,  5'7"  137  lbs,  30  yrs,  7"  erect, 
bistre  hair,  moustache,  wants  to  get  into  orgies  (three-or- 
moresomes  too!).  Drawer  G46. 

FEET  &  FACESITTING 

DOMINANT,  YOUNG  MALE,  seeks  slim,  clean-shaven, 
young  submissives.  Interested  in  bondage  combined  with 
foot  subjugation,  feet  that  smell  after  a  workout,  and  long 
sessions  of  facesitting.  Dominant  friend  available  to  help, 
can  dress  if  desired/TV.  If  you  have  a  nose  for  only  these 
things  call  752-4743. 

LIGHTS  *  ACTION  *  CAMERA  ! 

GWM  WITH  TOP  QUALITY  VIDEO  CAMERA  will  cap- 
ture all  the  live-action  sights  and  sounds  as  you  and  your 
buddy(s)  provide  an  Oscar-winning  performance.  VHS 
stereo;  Beta  dupes  available.  Forward  details  of  your  re- 
quirements and  phone  number  to:  Drawer  G41. 

HI,  I'M  A  GWM  26,  with  straight  lifestyle,  honest,  shy, 
romantic,  sometimes  crazy.  I  like  movies,  music,  camp- 
ing, long  walks  on  the  beach.  If  you  are  interested  in 
friend/relationship  write  with  phone.  Drawer  G47. 

RU  LOOKING  FOR  A  CUDDLY  GUY! 

YOUNG  GWM,  CUTE,  HAPPY  and  sincere.  5'8"  170 
lbs,  dark  hair  and  eyes.  Seeking  GWM  any  age  for  serious 
relationship.  Looks  unimportant,  but  personality,  zest  for 
life,  sense  of  humour  and  an  effervescent  smile  are!  My 
interests  include  everything  from  dancing  to  tropical  fish? 
So  if  you  wanna  go  for  a  spin  in  my  pop's  Granada  write 
me.  All  replies  answered.  Drawer  G48. 

WELL-BUILT  GAY  MAN  seeks  another  for  wrestling  in 
jocks  or  in  the  nude,  with  oil  sessions,  chest  play,  massage, 
body  exploration/friendship.  A  photo  would  be  appreciated. 
Drawer  G42. 

ARE  YOU  REALLY  LOOKING  for  a  serious  and  enjoy- 
able safe  partnership  one  on  a  gentle  but  sensitive  rela- 
tionship. I  am  a  5 '6"  brown-haired  blue-eyed  mid-40s  father 
figure,  health-conscious,  cuddly,  muscular,  quiet  but  gen- 
tle lover.  I'm  new  to  town  so  let's  get  with  it.  A  phone 
number  gets  you  mine.  All  will  be  answered.  Drawer  G50. 

ATTRACTIVE  BLACK  MALE,  very  well  hung,  seeks  non- 
promiscuous  straight-acting  male  to  age  32  for  possible 
relationship.  Must  have  nice  body  and  hot  receptive  buns. 
Photo  and  phone,  thanks.  Drawer  G53. 

WANTED  TRANSVESTITE/others  by  male,  38.  Different 
times,  into  massage,  sucking,  fucking,  long  jerk  sessions. 
Box  294  Streetsville  PO  Mississauga  L5M  2B8. 

YOUNG,  OUTGOING,  SINCERE  Aquarian  male  with 
good  valves  seeks  someone  to  share  good  times  and  bad 
times  and  everything  in  between  with  discretion  assured. 
Please  reply  to  Box  327,  Stn  S,  Toronto  ON  M5M  4M9. 
All  replies  answered. 

HOT  GWM  into  sheer  nylon  socks  seeks  same.  Visiting 
Toronto  over  July  4th  weekend.  Van,  Box  5438,  Trenton, 
NJ  08638. 

JOIN  ORAL  MASSAGE  ACADEMY.  Free  tuition  for  stu- 
dents 21-35  willing  to  bone  up  on  techniques  with  teacher, 
38.  Free  meal  with  each  lesson  for  student  under  25.  Drawer 
G62. 

SPORTS-MINDED  outdoors-type  male,  36,  5'10"  160  lbs, 
It-brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  clean-shaven,  very  good  looking, 
good  build,  professional,  established,  straight  lifestyle, 
monogamous,  masculine,  enjoys  weightlifting,  camping, 
canoeing,  sailing,  hiking,  biking,  etc.  Seeks  same,  25-35, 
that  wants  to  do  other  things  than  spend  his  summer  in 
the  bars.  Reply  with  photo/phone  to  Box  1395,  Stn  B,  Mis- 
sissauga, L4Y  4B6. 

PHOTOGRAPHER  SEEKS  MODELS 

GWM  PHOTOGRAPHER  seeks  attractive  well-built  males 
to  pose  for  nude  body  shots.  No  sex  and  payment  in  print 
so  if  you  think  you  have  a  great  body  why  not  show  it 
off  and  have  photos  in  exchange  for  doing  so.  Send  photo 
and  phone  if  possible.  Inquiries  welcome.  Drawer  G61. 

P  RISONERS 

PEN-PALS 

A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals  —  Met- 
ropolitan Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen-pal  ser- 
vice to  men  and  women  prisoners  through  the  church's 
prison  ministry.  Prison  Ministry:,  730  Bathurst  St:, 
Toronto:,  ON  M5S  2R4. 


BOOKS  FOR  PRISONERS 

LEFT  BANK  BOOKS  sponsors  a  Books  For  Prisoners 
project.  Through  donations  and  a  postage  grant  we  are 
able  to  send  free  miscellaneous  books  to  inmates  every- 
where (provided  an  institution  allows  them).  We  offer 
special  order  books  at  cost  (usually  35-40%  off).  Prison- 
ers and  other  interested  persons  should  write:  Books  For 
Prisoners,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle,  WA  98101. 

LONELY  GAY  MALE,  looking  for  a  true  mate  who  is 
understanding  and  loveable.  If  it's  you,  please  write  to 
Eugene  Hill,  Union  Correctional  Institute,  Box  221, 
Raiford,  FLA  32083. 

GAY  MALE,  5'9"  196  solid  lbs,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes, 
22,  enjoys  sports,  chess,  reading,  drawing.  I  don't  like 
games,  especially  those  of  the  mind.  I  am  straightforward 
concerning  all  matters  and  am  not  violent.  I  am  open 
about  my  sexuality.  Please  write  to  me,  Michael  Cowley, 
IDB  0S4845-J-3-289-B,  Box  340,  Sharpes,  FLA  32939. 

GWM,  29,  6'1"  190  lbs,  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes,  in  search 
of  a  gay  friend  and  companion  who  will  correspond  with 
me.  I  am  lonely  and  would  appreciate  communicating 
with  sincere  friends.  Russell  Wright,  Box  41,  #24071, 
Michigan  City,  IN  46360. 

I  AM  IN  SEARCH  of  gay  friends  or  a  companion  who 
will  write  on  a  mutual  basis.  Asking  no  more  than  I  am 
willing  to  give,  I  believe  that  understanding  leads  to 
knowledge,  love  and  respect:  things  that  are  priceless. 
Floyd  Tewell,  4048,  Box  41,  Michigan  City,  IN  46360. 

YOUNG  MALE  seeks  another  male  to  form  a  sincere 
relationship  with.  Brown  hair,  blue  eyes.  I  will  answer  all 
who  write.  Randy  Hood,  153-45,  Box  45699,  Lucasville 
OH  45699-0001. 

MALE,  COLLEGE-EDUCATED,  hoping  to  find  some- 
one special,  I  am  5'11"  167  lbs,  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes, 
30  years  old.  Will  answer  any  and  all  letters  I  receive. 
Aaron  E  Goodwin,  168-328,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH 
45699-0001. 

IN    MEMORIAM 

Daniel  Landau  alias  Walter  Smith  died  March  11th,  1986 
—  survived  by  loving  brother  Robert,  (professor  at  John 
Abbott  College);  friend  and  inspiration  to  many.  He 
taught  us,  by  his  example,  to  appreciate  beauty  and  the 
simple  joys  in  life  but  especially  the  spirit  of  living.  In  his 
memory  the  Montreal  AIDS  Resource  Committee  has 
created  the  David  Landau  Memorial  Fund  to  provide 
emergency  help  to  those  people  with  AIDS  who  cannot 
make  ends  meet.  In  this  way,  Daniel's  spirit  and  example 
will  be  continued  and  will  inspire  other  AIDS  sufferers 
to  hope,  to  live  and  to  love. 


CONDOM 
TIPS 


•  Practice  while  jerking  off, 
before  you  use  them  in  sexual 
encounters 

•  Don't  give  up  after  one  try.  It 
takes  a  while  to  get  used 

to  them 

•  Squeeze  the  air  out  of  the  tip 
when  you  start  putting  it  on 

•  Only  buy  condoms  made  of 
latex  (lambskin  membrane 
condoms  break  more  easily) 

•  Use  lots  of  lubricant,  but  only 
use  water-soluble  lube  (like  K-Y, 
Lubafax  or  Muco).  Don't  use 
Crisco,  Vaseline  or  other  oil- 
based  products  —  they  damage 
latex  rubbers 

•  To  avoid  leakage,  pull  out  soon 
after  ejaculating  (grabbing  the 
cock  and  condom) 

•  If  you  want  to  be  absolutely 
safe,  pull  out  before  ejaculating 

For  more  information 
about  safer  sex,  call  the 
AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto: 
926-1626,  or  write  to 
ACT,  Box  55,  Station  F,  Toronto 
MAY  214 

Condom  Tips  courtesy  ol  the  AIDS  Committee 
ot  Toronto 
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My 

first 
queen 


Louis  Wilson  was  a  flaming  queen.  My  first.  I 
don't  know  when  it  began  for  him.  But  for  most 
of  us  in  Beaverton,  Ontario  it  began  in  grade  one, 
in  1956. 

Parents  (mothers)  usually  walk  their  children 
to  school  for  the  first  few  days  of  grade  one  in 
Beaverton.  There  really  weren't  (and  aren't) 
many  places  in  the  town  more  than  a  handful  of 
blocks  away  from  the  lumbering  brick  building 
called  Beaverton  Public  School.  Louis  Wilson's 
parents,  however,  continued  to  walk  him  to 
school  well  into  the  year.  So  that  people  wouldn't 
tease  him,  I  heard  they  said. 

"They're  too  overprotective...  I  don't  know 
what's  going  to  happen  to  that  boy....  They're 
really  too  old  to  raise  a  child....  Nothing  a  few 
swift  kicks  to  the  backside  wouldn't  solve...."  I 
remember  fragments  of  adult  lunch  conversation 
while  I  was  listening  to  Uncle  B  and  the  Small 
Types  Club  on  the  radio.  We  boys  had  far  more 
vivid  imaginations.  Louis  had  long  golden  hair 
and  was  dressed  like  a  girl  before  he  went  to 
school.  He  was  ad-op-ted  because  his  real  father 
couldn't  stand  such  a  sissy...  and  so  on. 

From  the  beginning  Louis  (pronounced 
Louee)  played  with  the  girls  whenever  he  could. 
There  was  a  kind  of  no-man's  land  between  the 
boys'-side  and  the  girls'-side  of  the  school  play- 
ground where  such  activity  could  sometimes  take 
place,  but  only  at  the  risk  of  courting  ridicule  and 
humiliation  by  us  boys. 

Ridicule  and  humiliation  were  the  air  that 
Louis  breathed.  "Loueeze..."  His  pale,  birdlike 
face  would  turn  scarlet  to  the  roots  of  that  extra- 
ordinary blond,  almost  white,  wavy  hair.  You 
could  see  fury  there.  Fury  utterly  incapable  of  ex- 
pressing itself  in  fight.  Louis  would  assume  arro- 
gance, "just  like  a  girl,"  and  strut  away.  If  the 
words  became  too  much,  or  turned  to  the  prover- 
bial sticks  and  stones,  his  fury  leaked  out  in  tears. 
Our  verdict,  crybaby,  sissy,  old  lady...  was  once 
again  confirmed. 

As  we  grew  through  primary  school,  it  became 
more  difficult  for  Louis  to  play  with  the  girls.  They 
too  began  recognizing  him  as  different,  began  their 
giggling  and  whispering  behind  their  pudgy  hands. 
Louis  turned  to  the  little  children,  despised  by  us 
"big  kids"  in  the  higher  grades.  He  would  organ- 
ize games  for  those  who  had  not  yet  learned  to 
despise  his  shrieking  laughter,  his  tight  yet  flounc- 
ing walk,  his  absurdly  effeminate  gestures. 

Maybe  the  one  good  thing  about  Louis  was  that 
a  couple  of  the  rest  of  us  who  were  beginning  to 
worry  about  that  kind  of  thing,  knew  we  wouldn't 
be  the  last  one  picked  for  the  baseball  team. 

I  think  I  was  in  grade  five  or  six  when  I  started 
collecting  foreign  coins.  They  became  an  obses- 

by  Tim 
McCaskell 


3, 


sion  with  me.  Tiny,  real  pieces  of  exotic  places 
with  deserts  and  jungles  and  mountains  and 
oceans  that  could  carry  me  away  from  the  long, 
hopeless  winters  and  mud  and  slush  of  small 
town  Ontario. 

Somehow  Louis  had  a  cache  of  coins  brought 
back  from  Europe.  He  dealt  his  hand  masterful- 
ly, talking  about  this  coin  and  that,  vaguely  de- 
scribing them  to  see  if  I  could  figure  out  the  coun- 
try they  were  from;  offering  to  bring  one  to  school 
tomorrow,  forgetting,  tomorrow,  offering  to  sell 
one  to  me  for  IOC,  15C.25C.  Forgetting  to  bring  it 
again.  Describing  others  that  he  has  somewhere 
but  hadn't  been  able  to  find,  that  he  would  look 
for  tonight...  guaranteeing  himself  another 
meeting,  another  conversation. 

This  must  have  gone  on  for  several  weeks 
before  I  invited  him  over  to  my  house  to  see  my 
coins  one  day  after  school.  I  hoped  to  convince 
him  to  look  really  hard  for  the  treasures  he  had 
described  to  me.  I  guess  my  mother  heard  his 
shrill  voice  bouncing  around  the  house.  It  cer- 


bearing  down  on  me.  She  seemed  furious.  "Well, 
I  guess  two  of  a  kind  will  stick  together!"  I  began 
to  feel  a  hollow,  frightened  sensation  in  my  stom- 
ach. I  only  managed  to  say,  "What?" 

"That  was  Louis  Wilson  wasn't  it?  Are  you 
playing  with  him  now?" 

"He  was  just  looking  at  my  coins.  He's  got 
some  foreign  coins  he  says  he'll  sell  me.  You 
know  I'll  do  anything  for  coins,"  I  said  with  a 
weak  smile. 

Somehow  that  explanation  made  her  even 
more  upset.  "If  you  play  with  him  you'll  turn  out 
just  like  him.  Do  you  want  that?  What  will  people 
think?  Do  you  want  to  be  a  sissy?" 

"No!" 

I  never  invited  Louis  over  to  the  house  again. 
Louis  didn't  understand  exchange  rates.  He  of- 
fered to  sell  me  a  10  lira  piece  for  10  dollars.  I 
didn't  bother  to  explain  or  negotiate.  I  told  him  I 
didn't  want  his  coins.  They  were  too  expensive. 

Louis  disappeared  for  a  few  years  after  we  hit 
high  school.  Maybe  his  family  moved  or  maybe 


tainly  was  distinctive.  As  soon  as  he  left  she  came     he  went  away  to  hairdressing  school  like  some- 
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body  said.  By  then  I  don't  know  if  he  had  any 
friends  at  all.  I  don't  think  he  was  doing  very  well 
in  school.  My  only  memories  are  that  he 
wouldn't  shower  with  us  in  Phys  Ed  class  and 
would  sit  in  a  comer  in  the  change  room  trying 
not  to  expose  his  skinny  white  body  to  the  leering 
glances  and  ribald  comments  that  would  start 
him  blushing. 

By  that  time  I  guess  Louis  must  have  served  his 
purpose.  He  had  taught  us,  we  thought,  where 
homosexuals  came  from  and  what  they  were  like. 
He  taught  us  that  we  couldn't  really  be  queer  be- 
cause we  weren't  like  that,  in  spite  of....  He'd 
taught  all  of  us  budding  little  protofaggots  what 
we  could  expect  if  we  ever  did  step  out  of  line  or 
begin  to  explore  those  exciting  feelings  we  were 
getting  in  the  changeroom  with  the  other  boys,  or 
when  wc  jacked  off  in  the  bathroom  before  bed. 

To  Louis  Wilson  whose  life  we  turned  against 
us  all. 

I'm  sorry.  • 
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ubscribe  to  Canada's 
best  gay  magazine 
and  the  joke's  on  us! 


e  want  to  send  you  —  com- 
pletely free  of  charge  —  a 
copy  of  "ab« nor  mally 
HAPPY/'  the  hilarious  new 
gay  humour  book  that's 
hot  off  the  press. 


And  all  we  want  you  to  do 
is  what  you're  doing  now — 
keep  reading  The  Body  Pol- 
itic. But  we  want  you  to  put 
five  bucks  back  in  your 
pocket  by  subscribing  — 
that's  the  money  you  won't 
spend  at  the  newsstand 
each  year  when  we  send 


each  issue  directly  to  you. 

You'll  love  the  book.  It'sa 
spirited  romp  through  the 
dictionary  with  regular  Bo- 
dy Politic  contributor 
Richard  Summerbell,  en- 
livened by  the  madcap  car- 
toons of  Paul  Aboud. 

You'd  have  to  pay  $5.95 
to  buy  it — if  you  could  find  it 
at  your  local  bookstore. 
But  we'll  send  it  to  you 
completely  free  of  charge 
when  you  subscribe  to  The 
Body  Politic  at  our  regular 
low  rate  of  just  $24.95. 

And  you're  still  protected 
by  our  famous  guarantee — 
you  can  cancel  at  any  time 
and  we'll  send  you  a  full  re- 
fund at  your  request.  But 
the  book  is  yours  to  keep. 

Subscribe  today!  You'll 
get  the  next  twelve  issues 
of  The  Body  Politic  at  a  sav- 
ing. And  the  joke  (book)  is 
onus! 


o^ 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


!  Make  me 
ab  •  nor  mally  HAPPY! 

D  Here's  my  cheque  for  $2495.  Enter  my  subscription  and  send  my 
book  right  away. 

□  Bill  me.  Enter  my  subscription  right  away,  and  send  my  book  as 
soon  as  I  send  you  payment. 

□MrOMs  

Address  

City Prov Code 


Mail  to  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9.  (Outside  Canada,  please  pay  U.S.  funds.) 

I  do  not  wish  to  receive  selected  mailings  from  groups  interested  in  reaching  gay  people. 
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